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Resuscitation apparatus 
known to science? 


EMERSON 
RESUSCITATORS 


SIMPLE to operate, with no complicated 
SLA 


adjustments. 





SAFE for adults, children, or infants. 
There is no record of lung injury 
from the pressures used in thou- 


sands of cases in more than ten years. 


EFFECTIVE. The suction phase. 
et i el atiaies .  e 
alternating with the positive 
phase, helps circulation and 
ean be of life-and-death 
importance, especially to 


victims in shock. 


WRITE for our free 


Medical Reference on , aa. 
Resuscitation J} 
Information and \ KC 
Demonstration , = ; 


Bulletin on a New Manual 
Method of Artificial Respiration 
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FEDERAL PROTECTS PRECIOUS EQUIPMENT (ee 
Beacon-Ray Light 
if ae Pinatas ‘ona j 
“> 
Ford truck equipped by Boyer 
Fire Apparatus Co. of Logans- 
port, Ind. Unit has 600 gallon 
tank with Hale 3-stage high 
pressure pump. Equipped to 
meet both municipal and county 
fire requirements. 
Warning signals are your sole protection for high-speed vehicles! 
They create an area of safety around your vehicle by means of light 
and sound ...the more light and the more sound you can make to 
warn away possible moving hazards, the surer your equipment is of 
getting to the emergency unscathed. That's why most fire departments, 
in urban and rural districts alike, specify Federal signals! With the 
Beacon-Ray light you're protected from every angle with twin beams of 
piercing light, rotating 360° back to back. With the Federal C-6 
Coaster Siren you get the extra-loud, persistent signal that demands 
the right-of-way miles ahead! Your equipment is vital . . . precious! 
Doesn't it stand to reason that you should give it the best protection es 
possible? You do when you specify Federal! 
NEW SIREN NEWS... 
Here's Federal’s new Q siren . . . super-powered to be the loudest 
siren on the market. When operating in areas of abnormally-high 
sound levels such as heavy industrial or dock areas, or where 
supremacy over all other similar signals is desired, choose the 
¥ FEDERAL Q. Write now for bulletin. 
FEDERAL ENTERPRISES, INC. 
FORMERLY: FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 
8702 SOUTH STATE STREET * CHICAGO 19, ILLINOIS 
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Soliloquy 


LONG about this time o’ 
<% year most of us get a little 
bit sentimental. We’re inclined 
to search our memories, to hark 
back to epochal moments out of 
a busy life, which we would like 
to recapture and relive again. 


® Our first day in school . . . those first 
long pants . . . that first breathtaking fire 
we watched .. . the first “girl friend,” 
and the first job. The time when she 
said “yes”—and the first youngster. And 
that first night as a fireman in a fire 
house—and the first working fire! 


@ All these never-to-be-forgotten thrills 
crowd back upon us as the Holidays ap- 
proach. But although “to mem’ry dear,” 
they cannot efface the recollection of an- 
other thrill—the thrill-of-thriils: that first 
Christmas, and first Santa Claus! 


® And so, good reader, our wish for you 
at this most momentous time is that you, 
too, may recapture the thrills of yester- 
day—and enjoy them to the full this 
Christmas Day. May your Christmas 
stocking, like your memory, be full to 
overflowing with all the best things of 
life. 


He Prttislire 
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The Journal of the Fire Profession since 1877; 
published on the fifteenth of each month by 
Case-Shepperd-Mann Publishing Corp., 24 West 
40th St., New York 18, N. Y., also publishers 
of Water Work Engineering, Wastes Engineer- 
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America and Canada, $3.50 a year; Foreign, 
$4.50; Single copies, 40c. {Member of Audit 
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NO AMOUNT OF MONEY CAN BUY A BETTER HOSE 
cei NO LESS AMOUNT CAN BUY AS GOOD > 


BALANCED DIAGONAL TWILL WOVEN GENUINE WAX AND PARA GUM IMPREGNATED 
CABLE CONSTRUCTED COTTON RUBBER LINED MUNICIPAL FIRE HOSE 
MADE BY 
THE ONLY EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURER OF FIRE HOSE IN AMERICA 





FABRIC FIRE HOSE CO. 
1869 SANDY HOOK, CONN. 1951 
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A GERSTENSLAGER 
RESCUE TRUCK 


The Rescue Truck illustrated on this page is one of the pilot models 
which we helped to design and build for the Civil Defense Administra- 
tion's demonstration and training program. It has been developed in 
accordance with studies made by the Civil Defense Administration of 
probable emergencies. It takes account of the special value in stand- 
ardized equipment when large scale emergencies may require concen- 
tration of rescue equipment from scattered localities with possible 
interchange of rescue squads. 


Through our nationwide staff of 
sales engineers any public safety 
department can enjoy the benefit 
of our specialized experience in 
building rescue cars for both 
urban and suburban requirements 
everywhere. 


THE GERSTENSLAGER CO., 
WOOSTER, OHIO 





COAST TO COAST 


The GERSTENSLAGER Co. 


WOOSTER, OHIO ESTABLISHED 1860 
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No place for a burst hose here 


B. F. Goodrich Fire King fire hose is 50% stronger, 12% lighter 


| sve ag a stubborn fire like this 
one is a big enough job, without 
worrying about hose failures. Now the 
threat ofa hose blowout can be reduced 
by using B. F. Goodrich Fire King fire 
hose. Here’s why: 

A new chemically-produced fiber 
has now been designed providing a 
stronger, lighter fire hose cord. Now 
used in Fire King fire hose as ‘“‘filler”’ 
cords—the cords that go around the 
hose and carry the load under pressure 
—it is not affected in any way by mois- 
ture, mildew, mild acids or alkalies. 

Stands higher pressures —In actual 
laboratory tests, Fire King fire hose— 
with the new cord—was found to be 
50% stronger than standard hose. Every 


length of Fire King fire hose is tested 
to 600 pounds pressure. 

Lighter, more flexible— Fire King 
cord is lighter, more flexible than or- 
dinary fire hose cord, making hose 
easier to handle and coil in a small di- 
ameter. New Fire King hose is 12 to 15% 
lighter than standard fire hose which 
is tested to onlv 400 bounds bressure. 

End protection — Fire King has the 
exclusive patented B. F. Goodrich end 
protection—an extra ply of hard woven 
cords extending 12” from the coupling. 
Adds 100% more strength to coupling 
area. Not one single length of B. F. 
Goodrich fire hose with end protection 
has ever failed in the coupling area. 

Fire King combines all the features 


of the highest grade B. F. Goodrich, 
fire hose plus this brand new feature— 
Fire King reinforcing cord. The result 
is a premium double jacket fire hose 
50% stronger, 12 to 15% lighter, yet 
only slightly higher in cost. It is avail- 
able in Both 1Y” and 2%” sizes. 
Departments looking for ways to 
lower hose costs by getting hose that 
lasts longer should write for the name 
of nearest BFG Fire Hose Distributor. 
The B. F. Goodrich Company, Industrial & 
General Products Division, Akron, Ohio. 


B.E Goodrich 


We shall appreciate your mentioning FirE ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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pTiLe! FOGNOZL offers the 
only true solid 
straight stream. 


Thousands of FOGNOZLIS are in use, providing greatest 
efficiency in fighting many types of stubborn fires: 
Paint, Lacquer and Varnish Fires e Gasoline and Fuel Fires 


Grass and Brush Fires e Oil and Grease Fires e Tank and 
Vat Fires e Chemical Fires ¢ Lumber Pile and Building Fires. 


FOGNOZL offers positive action at all times, under 
any pressure. Quick, triple action —from full shut-off 
to fog with only 1/3 turn —from fog to straight stream 
with only 1/3 turn. 


Write, wire or phone today for complete information 


about highly efficient Griswold FOGNOZL. 


TRADE 


L[FOGNOZL 


MARK 





FIRE ENGINEERING 





FOGNOZL 
APPLICATORS 





FOGNOZL Applicators conquer fires in 
spots impossible to reach effectively with 
other equipment. 


FOGNOZL Extension Applicators give 
longer “reach” and maximum protection 
to personnel. 


When ordering FOGNOZL be sure to spec- 
ify an Applicator with it. 
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We build a complete line of fire apparatus. 
Pumpers from 500 to 1500 gals.—squad and 
rescue trucks—all steel aerials, 65'—75'—85". 


2: ATS 
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FIRE ENGINEERING 


AMERICA’S LARGEST LINE OF 
DRY CHEMICAL FIRE EQUIPMENT! 


- 


te ONLY | - 
it : 
. : OFFERS... 


a atl 
= STRESS SAGE SAE nee as a Oe 


Fast Acting, Highly Effective Dry 
Chemical Fire Extinguishers From 





A LEADER IN DESIGN 
AND ENGINEERING 


Safety First, a leader in design and engineer- 
ing of fire fighting equipment, still leads the oS Ss eal 


field with the largest, most versatile line of sar coon rs le te =el 
v 
nitrogen 
cylinder 


NEW RECHARGE CYLINDER 
MAKES PRESSURIZING EASY! 


Just follow simple directions 


fast-acting, highly effective Hand Portable When cylin 

Dry Chemical Fire Extinguishers! This com- ; pended ve. 
- turn to your Safe-T-Meter 

plete line of 9 powerful, sturdily-built sizes ue desler for replacement. 

ranging from 2'4 to 30 lbs., offers an extin- 

guisher for any price or need. Available in 

the regular industrial type or the revolution- 

ary pressurized Safe-T-Meter model with the 

exclusive visual gauge for on-the-spot inspec- 

tion. 





re ) f ~) 


| =y:h oil a 
———— ah 
ee PRODUCTS CORP.. ELMSFORD, N.Y. 
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COUNCIL ON 
PHYSICAL MEDICINE 
and REHABILITATION 


* © *accepted by the Council on Physical Medi- 
cine and Rehabilitation of the American Medical 
Association for automatic artificial respiration of 
asphyxia victims by means of intermittent positive 
pressure, without suction. 


MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY 


BRADDOCK, THOMAS AND MEADE STS., PITTSBURGH 8, PA. 
At Your Service: 66 Branch Offices in the United States 
MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES CO. OF CANADA LIMITED 


Toronto, Montreal, Calgary, Winnipeg, Vancouver, New Glasgow, N.S. 
Representatives in Principal Cities in Mexico, Central and South America 
Cable Address: “Minsaf” Pittsburgh 


Note: The first few minutes after breathing has 
ceased are the most critical. Immediate application 
of manual artificial respiration should be started 
and continued until the Pneolator is in use. 


Call the M.S.A. man on your every safety problem 
«++ his job is to help you. 
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Across America — in cities large and small — 
you'll see Ward LaFrance Pumpers in service. For 
more than 30 years, their name has been a familiar 
one on the nation’s fire-fighting scene. 


Why? Mainly because Ward LaFrance Pumpers 
have proved their ability to perform under a wide 
range of conditions. Whether called upon to travel 
through congested streets or over rough country roads, 
they have demonstrated conclusively both their speed 
and their maneuverability. 


WARD LAFRANGE 


pumpers 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


Every Ward LaFrance pumper offers the re- 
serve horsepower so necessary for quick acceleration 
or climbing hills — the famous Waterous split housing 
pump — surplus gallonage that far exceeds its rated 
capacity — flat horizontal booster tank — exceptional 
hose capacity and other equally famous features. 


Why not consider Ward LaFrance first when 
selecting apparatus for your community. Write today 
— giving us full details — or send for illustrated 
bulletins. 


WARD LAFRANCE 


TRUCK CORPORATION 
Fire Apparatus Manufacturers for over 30 Years 


GENERAL OFFICE & FACTORY: Grand Central Avenue, 
Elmira, N.Y. Tel. 5171 
DIRECT FACTORY BRANCH: 139th Street & Bruckner Blvd., 
New York 54, N.Y. Tel. CY press 2-3300 
EXPORT: Ward LaFrance International, Inc., 
Elmira, N.Y., U.S.A. 
Cable Address: “WARDTRUCK” 


We shall appreciate your mentioning Fir—E ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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TO SAVE 
MORE LI 





E & J RESUSCITATOR + ASPIRATOR + INHALATOR 





E& J 


yourself, get on the list for a free 





To examine and operate the 


demonstration. Just write a penny 


postal or letter to E & J today. 


E&jJ] MANUFACTURING CO. 
Dept. 518-7, Glendale 1, Calif. 























PROTECTIVE CLOTHING 





Modern fire fighting calls for specialized protective 
clothing that safeguards the fireman’s life on every 
run ... clothing that enables him to use his equip- 
ment to the fullest advantage. 


Every Midwestern product combines the thoughts 
and suggestions of practical Fire Chiefs and firemen 
from every section of the country . .. and every pur- 
chaser profits from years of Midwestern research 
and experience. That is why the famous Mackinaw 
Coat and other Midwestern clothing have embodied 
in their design every feature necessary for the pro- 
tection and comfort of firemen. 


In our vast selection of rubber materials you will 
find a type of fabric suitable for your climate and 
needs. The softness and flexibility of the high-grade 
materials used are your assurance of long time ser- 
vice and comfort. 


Due to government requirements for Midwestern 
Protective Clothing, it will assist in prompt delivery 
if you place your order early. For complete infor- 
mation, have your Midwestern dealer show you our 
full line. A letter to the factory will also bring you 
material samples for your inspection. 


BONE GENUINE WITHOUT THIS TRADE MARA 


MIDWESTERN MFG. CO., Mackinaw, Illinois 
Manufacturers of the Famous MACKINAW Coats 
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Want Dependable Fire Protection? 
......» Lhen bet the Facts 


(In Seagrave...... 





All over the United States and Canada 
Seagrave has won the confidence of fire THE SEAGRAVE CORPORATION 
chiefs and municipal administrations by its Columbus, Ohio 

trouble-free service. That's the way it has 


Bickle-Seagrave, Ltd., Woodstock, Ont. 
been for seventy years. 


Seventy years of know-how. Seventy years 
of proof that Seagrave engineering and 
mechanical craftsmanship are the most out- 
standing in the fire protection field, Sea- 
grave has met every test and the facts show 
that no other fire apparatus can beat a 
Seagrave for year after year of dependable 
performance. 





THE GREATEST NAME IN FIRE APPARATUS 
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FIRE ENGINEERING 


for A QUICK START 





145-140 SERIES 


| FIRE FIGHTERS  #: 


A FAST RUN 












Yea 





A PLUS 








PERFORMANCE 


|TOnQuE OF 140-G7Z8 


ORQUE OF 140-GKB E 
80 


BRAKE HP 140 ENGINE 






BRAKE HP OF 1 


BRAKE HORSEPOWER 
Toraut in Foor Ls. & 


8 


715 OCTANE 
GASOLINE 








Models 140-GZB and 140-GKB 
140-GZB—200 hp, 6-cyl., 4%-in. bore x 
5'%2-in. stroke, 554 cu. in. displacement. 


140-GKB—190 hp, 6-cyl., 42-in. bore x 
5¥-in. stroke, 525 cu. in. displacement. 


Send for Bulletin 1584 








PERFORMANCE 


TORQUE OF 145-GZ8 ENGINE 


8 


wy 


TORQUE IN FOOT LBS. 8 


TORQUE OF 145-GKB ENGINE 


BRAKE HP 145-G7B ENGINE 
+—BRAKE HP 145-GKB ENGINE 


BRAKE HORSEPOWER 


ECONOMY 





800 1200 1600 2000 2400 2800 
RPM. 








Models 145-GZB and 145-GKB 
145-GZB—250 hp, 6-cyl., 5%-in. bore x 
6-in. stroke, 817 cu. in. displacement. 
145-GKB—240 hp, 6-cyl., 5%-in. bore 
x 6-in. stroke, 779 cu. in. displacement. 

Send for Bulletin 1594 


156 


WAUKESHA MOTOR COMPANY, WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN ¢ NEW YORK ¢ TULSA @ LOS ANGELES 
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15 Ib. size 


in action 





a 


20 lb. 15 Ib. . 10 Ib. 5 lb. 3% |b. 2% |b. 


ALFCO) speepex FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 
Spout Zuich Death to Fire! 


: hey put out fires in a hurry! If required, gas dissipates without a trace — and you'll 
the entire contents expanding to 450 like the convenience of size, the good looks 
times stored volume, can be discharged with- too. They’re really smart in appearance. 


in 25 seconds. You'll like these handy, quick- 
acting Alfco Extinguishers, their ease of op- 
eration, their fast discharge of a lot or a little 
of carbon dioxide gas as needed. Wheeled Engines also available in 50, 75, 


You'll like having nothing to clean up. The and 100 lb. sizes. 
Write for Illustrated Literature 


There is a capacity size model to meet your 


requirements from 20 lbs. down to 2% lbs. 





AMERICAN-LAFRANt 


ELMIRA-NEW YORK:-U.S.A. 
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Failures in fire-fighting equipment are rarely preceded by forewarning. 
When the equipment fails on the job, it’s usually too late to do anything but begin 
adding up the losses. And — far too often — these losses assume the proportions 
of tragedy. 

Fire hose is of topmost importance in this connection. 

BWH Fire Hose, fully tested and approved . . . and backed by a reputation 
that speaks for itself... is made in a variety of styles to fill your specific needs. 
Light in weight, easy to handle on ground or ladder. Flat cured to fold fast and ride 
snug in truck bed. Built to give maximum long life performance under severe con- 
ditions. 

Look for the “General” trademark in the classified section of your phone 
book. Call on our Fire Equipment experts for more details on BWH leadership of 
73 years in the fire hose industry. 





Distributors of Famous Subsidiary 
THE GENERAL PACIFIC CORP. 


Boston Woven Hose ¢ russe co. 


Municipal Fire Hose 


LOS ANGELES * 


NEW YORK * PHILADELPHIA + ATLANTA 
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GENERAL 
“INNER FLEX” HOSE 
Double Jacket Construction 


General INNER FLEX is the only 
fire hose with the genuine, smooth- 
folding inner jacket, especially ae 
signed to provide complete plia- 
bility. The specially woven folded 
edges prevent squeezing and pinch- 
ing and its smooth rubber lining 
affords longer lasting life. INNER 
FLEX — the PATENTED fire hose. 





“BOSTON FIRE JACKET” HOSE 
Double Jacket 
Heavier, stronger fibers, perfect 


adhesion, smooth, friction-resistant 
water-way. Rates tops in every test! 





BWH 
“PARAMOUNT” HOSE 
Double Jacket 


Designed for easy handling and long . 
service on tough jobs. Ages well, 
withstands high pressures. 







BWH 
“MILO” HOSE 
Single Jacket 
For long, trouble-free performance 


in communities where a light serv- 
ice hose is adequate. 


BWH 
a HOSE 
Single or Double Jacket 
Made in strict accordance with the 
National Board of Fire Under- 


writers’ specifications. Labeled or 
unlabele 


THE GENERAL DETROIT (CORP. 


DETROIT 7, MICHIGAN 


* CHICAGO * DALLAS 


SAN FRANCISCO © SEATTLE 
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tS 
A famous sports 'ca//” 
presented by 


AHRENS -FOX 


qu decision! 


. Decisions — 


/ that right or wrong — must be QUICK decisions. For instance — the 


‘long count" 


in the Dempsey-Tunney fight — Sept. 22, 1927 


famous ' 
\ has been argued about for years. In the 7th round Dempsey floored 
the champ for a count of 5. At that time the referee waved Dempsey 
to a neutral corner — and started the count over! At 9 — Tunney got 
up —and the fight ended with a victorious Tunney —a badly-beaten 
( Dempsey. AFTER the fight — the time-keeper quoted the rule as saying 
“When a contestant is down — his opponent shall retire to the farthest 
corner and remain there until the count is completed. Should he fail 


to do so—the referee MAY cease counting . . 


right or wrong? What's your 
NO NEED FOR SPEED 


In sports—decisions must be quick. But—in 
choosing fre-fighting equipment—1t’s smart 
to take your time—weigh every point. 


Do this—for your sake—for your com- 
munity’s sake. Take your time and we know 
you'll choose AHRENS-FOX equipment, 
because for years Ahrens-Fox has made the 
world’s finest fire-fighting apparatus. 


-' Was the decision 
decision? 


Ahrens-Fox is soon planning to celebrate 
their 100th anniversary. Yes—since the in- 
vention of the “fire engine’—the name 
Ahrens-Fox has meant the world’s finest. 
And Ahrens-Fox will continue to supply you 
with the finest fire-fighting apparatus—far 
into the future. 


So—take your time—study every factor 
then you'll know why you should choose 
Ahrens-Fox. 


Le - 
5 ) as 


The history of sports is crammed with crucial decisions. . 
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PROVAR(.Zé%« 


SEDGE cam cee Gm UND Seid ND mS enND ~-- 


| 
guards your Fire Hose against storage hazards 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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| 
| 
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Ph to of Provar 


being saturated with water and subjected to 


a six-month exposure test. Tests like these 


Mildew, rot, termites and vermin . . . deadly destroyers of 
ordinary cotton-jacketed fire-fighting hose . ... will not harm 
your Republic Rubber Hose. 

Republic Rubber’s exclusively developed Provar process pro- 
vides protection against these hose killers with colorless, odorless 
organic chemicals that do not affect texture of hose fabrics or their 
ability to flex and withstand abrasive wear and the impact of 
sudden pressures. 

The special organic chemicals used to impregnate Republic hose 
jackets will not wash out even after the most severe service. Provar 
treatment . . . protection plus for all users of Republic Rubber Fire- 
fighting Hose . . . is another good reason why it's always safer and 
more economical to buy the best! Contact your local Republic Dis- 
tributor or write direct for a complete analysis of your requirements. 


INDUSTRIAL RUBBER PRODUCTS BY 


REPUBLIC RUBBER DIVISION 


Lee Rubbor G&G Tire Corporation 
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 


Processed Hose atter Untreated hose sample shown atter sim- 


ilar test is covered with thriving growth of 


destructive mildew 


D 


prove that mildew does not torm on Provar 


ae) essed Hose 
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New Lightweight 
type FFF Rock- 
wood FogFOAM 
Nozzle. Dis- 
charges FogFOAM 
— solid FOAM 
stream or High 
Velocity Water- 
‘OG. —_——————> 











Rockwood FOAM Eductor 
can be attached between dis- 
charge of fire truck and hose 
line or between hydrant and 
hose line or between two 
lengths of hose. 


-ROCKWOOD PRODUCTS 


975 






_ 


- 
=.) - os 


“a:Jarge electric power generation 
with Rockwood FOAM systems. 


Ms tas Ste Doe 


FIRE PROTECTION begins with 


You'll be surprised at all the places in your refinery — 
plant or city where Rockwood fire fighting products can help 
you cut fire losses. 

Year after year Rockwood engineers stride ahead giving 
fire fighters spectacular new developments to combat serious 
fires in highly volatile flammable liquids and materials. One 
of the most recent developments has been the new Rockwood 
Double strength FOAM liquid. This new type extinguishing 
agent is a fast-flowing FOAM that covers burning surfaces 
faster — completely seals off combustible vapors — flows 
freely at sub-zero temperatures (-15°F) and is easier for fire- 
men to handle. It will cling to smooth, vertical or curved sur- 
faces and has many advantages over ordinary FOAM liquids 
or powder foams. 

New Rockwood proportioning equipment, FOAM and Fog- 
FOAM Nozzles enables fire fighters to apply Rockwood FOAM 
Liquid and wetting agent more efficiently to most fires. 

Ask your fire equipment distributor, today for com- 


plete data and prices on Rockwood’s growing family of 
modern fire fighting products. 











=) ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER CO. 


54 HARLOW STREET, WORCESTER 5, MASS. 4 
pockW 
PORTABLE FIRE PROTECTION DIV. 


















Rockwood Lightweight “FF” Extension unit with SG-60 
WaterFOG Nozzle attached. Discharges FogFOAM, solid 
FOAM stream, high velocity WaterFOG, solid stream or 


‘low velocity WaterFOG. id 
Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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NOW! a two-in-one fire fighter | | 


Versatile John Bean H. P. V. gives High Pressure 
Fog and Volume at the same time! 





H 
nn ; ' 


Get all the benefits of High Pressure Fog 
plus these new volume pump advantages: 


500-, 600-, and 750-G.P.M. capacities. 
Complies with Fire Underwriters’ re- 
quirements for capacities claimed. ' : 
TROUBLE-FREE PUMP OPERATION—Rugged, solid case multiple- 
stage pump eliminates out-of-alignment bearings, reduces chances 
of pump failure. Operates simultaneously with High Pressure or 
The new H.P.V. Fire Fighter is the | alone. 
complete answer for protection against 
all types of fires. Bean High Pressure 
Fog unit gives you five important fire- 
fighting exclusives: (1) Carries own an ¢ 
i FOOLPROOF AUTOMATIC PRIM : - 
High Pressure water supply; (2) puts ‘OOLPRO JTOMATIC PRIN ING—Initial pump draft estab 
lished quickly, automatically. 





| FIRE PROTECTION—WHEN YOU NEED !#—John Bean volume 
| pump handles up to 3 hose lines. Famous High Pressure pump 
supplies 2 High Pressure Fog lines. 


out fires faster; (3) clears the way for 
close-in work; (4) minimizes water dam- | WATER COOLING LENGTHENS LiF&—Water-cooled gear case pro- 
age; and (5) requires fewer men to oper- | tects vital moving parts from damage by friction heat. 

ate. Write today for all the facts about | 


; . SIMPLIFIED MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR—Impellers and other 
the John Bean H.P.V. Fire Fighter. 


pump parts easily accessible from underneath chassis with no 
dismantling of pump housing. 


Another innovation by 


the manufacturers of MAXIMUM PUMP PROTECTION—Midship mount protects pump 
from accidental collision or freezing. 


JOHN BEAN 7wo-F/sTé) FIRE FIGHTERS 


CAN BE MOUNTED ON MOST STANDARD TRUCK CHASSIS 
FOOD MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
JOHN BEAN DIVISION, DEPT. 126, LANSING 4, MICH. © JOHN BEAN DIVISION (WESTERN), 409 JULIAN ST., SAN JOSE, CALIF. 


BUILDERS OF BEAN HIGH-PRESSURE PUMPS FOR OVER 60 YEARS 


It will help if you mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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performance of American Fire 


Hose is the natural result of skill- foe ) es, calendered 
ful, painstaking manufacture. ‘ “t EME Sf b6 >. yale 

American does not compro- thf | h 

mise with quality—asa result gh (LIP P SS Tp ke S eets 
critical buyers eventually ee he EA Cy 

standardize on American. 


OTHER AMERICAN BRANDS | ji ; ea a F FLEXIBLE . . . balanced weave and premium 


WHITE *TREATED yarn assure greatest strength and flexibility. 


Crackerjack /~. . Imperial er ha, by, ; gla SMOOTH WATERWAY .. . lowest possible fric- 
American, 7 , ” for 

Municipal Re SERS 4 

Lightning Surety | iar ie MG ae DEPENDABLE . . . unsurpassed for ruggedness 
Mfiderwriters , and long life. 


y, Underwriters 
LOWEST COST PER FOOT PER YEAR 


tion loss. 


/ 
Fully guaranteed against mil 
dew and rot; water repellent 


Please mention FirE ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 








978 FIRE ENGINEERING 





owe ANY 


EL ass ACHUSET sano 


Lo ure. 
c , iTo.. uel 
ni omer ut 10. © wav 4. 








We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 


Pra canal 









DE 





_O Ss ws 











DECEMBER, 1951 


FIRE 
ENGINEERING 


















With the Editor 


’ Seginning last November an 

No Way to Wish eastern city of over 60,000 

Firemen a persons ordered its firemen 

. to replace city policemen do- 

Merry Christmas! ing traffic duty at school 

crossing “to help remedy a growing shortage of 
policemen available for patrol duty.” 

The idea of having fire fighters “double in brass,” 
according to press accounts, was evolved by the 
mayor who believes “that firemen have little to do 
except wait for alarms.” 

The mayor says he has consulted “several other 
municipalities in the state, and they endorse the 
plan strongly.” The firemen will be stationed at 
crossings near the three local firehouses and will 
remain at their posts “even if an alarm rings.” 
However, the account states, “the plan provides 
that firemen needed at fires will be relieved as 
quickly as possible by cruising radio police patrol 
cars.” 

The idea is fundamentally unsound enough in 
itself, even were the fire department of this par- 
ticular eity anywhere near up to strength. But the 
fact is that for a city of its size it is woefully tinder- 
manned and underequipped—so much so that the 
Insurance Rating Board has several times warned 
the municipality that it is ripe for a conflagration. 
Actually, it very nearly had just that, not too long 
ago, when all that averted a catastrophe was the 
assistance furnished by out-of-town fire forces from 
a wide area. 

So desperate has the local situation been, even 
without depriving the department of men needed 
for essential fire control operations, that local fire 
officers frankly state their dependence upon subur- 
ban and neighborhood fire departments for aid in 
time of serious fires. Recently the department was 
given a few additional men, and examinations were 
held for promotions to lieutenant and captain, but 
all in all, the department is viewed in fire circles as 
inadequate notwithstanding the fact that its chief 
and assistants are experienced, capable men. 

It was to be expected that members of the local 
chapter of the International Association of Fire 
Fighters (A. F. of L.) would not be too happy over 
the mayor’s plan. Althcugh they have agreed to go 
along with it, they have raised logical objections, 
one being that if their members are injured while 
doing traffic duty, they won’t be able to collect in- 
surance from the State Firemen’s Association, 
which regards fighting fires as a firemen’s specific 
job. 

This particular city has taken another move to 
further worsen relations between the police and fire 


departments. Police have been shifted from quar- 
ters in the old town hall building to be housed in 
the central fire station, which since its erection 
many years ago has been one of the few attributes 
of the fire department. 

The fire fighters’ organization protests this move 
also. In the past, each fireman has had a bed to 
himself, but from now on firemen will have to 
double up. They have no gripe about their blue- 
shirted brothers, but they want to have their own 
house, and keep it. 

There’s nothing new about this “doubling in 
brass.” It is becoming more apparent daily that 
municipal officials are now reaching into the fire 
and police departments in the sacred name of 
“economy” to pinch pennies which, in many cases, 
might much better be saved elsewhere. 

This journal has registered its opposition to any 
attempts to combine fire fighting and police work 
for whatever reason. Thus far, fortunately, these 
efforts have been limited to smaller communities. 
In one case, that of Rimouski, Quebec, the result 
was tragic. 

Notwithstanding this evidence, the International 
City Managers Association, a guid post for many 
municipal officials, claims that “most of the calls 
coming into police and fire stations are for assis- 
tance that either department could give.” And it is 
quoted as saying further, that “one communication 
system can serve the needs of both departments, 
and one staff can handle the clerical work for both.” 

This Journal has also repeatedly pointed out the 
fallacy of this contention. As for the ability of 
either service to handle “most of the calls that come 
into police and fire stations” equally well, the his- 
tory of every major emergency from fire and flood 
to hurricane and train wreck, prove precisely the 
contrary! In the light of the evidence, it is difficult 
to understand an organization of this standing ad- 
vocating such measures, 

There may be waste and extravagance in munici- 
pal administration generally, but be it recorded 
here that it would be difficult to find a single fire 
department in the nation where there is any real 
extravagance in manpower or equipment. Rather 
the reverse! 

If municipalities desire to give their taxpayers, 
and their fire services, a Merry Christmas, and a 
safe, happy New Year, the foregoing is no way to 


go about it. 
ee 
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Spill Fire Leads to New Method 


Of 


ontrolling Floating Oil 


Firemen “Wash” Sluggish Stream of 
Oil Slick to End Serious Fire Hazard 


A SPECIAL REPORT TO FIRE ENGINEERING 


O, Thursday, October 11, last, a 


truck loaded with building materials 
backed into a valve on a tank of the 
Schroeder Oil Co 4823 N leutonia 
ave., about one and one-half miles south- 
west of Lincoln Park, Milwaukee The 
broken connection released the contents 
which held 84,000 gallons 
of No. 2 fuel oil at the time, letting most 
of it enter storm sewers which emptied 
into winding, sluggish, little Lincoln 
Creek which, in turn, flows into the 
Milwaukee 

Notified of the potential hazard, the 
Milwaukee Fire Department promptly 
responded and took all possible pre- 
cautions to avoid ignition of the oil at 
the scene, and followed through to see 
that the oil moved on in the sewer sys- 
tem and into the creek. It was believed 
at the time that a sufficient current was 
present in the stream to continue mov 
ing the mass of accumulated oil so that 
it would eventually break up, removing 
the fire 


of the tank, 


River 


hazard 
However, on Sunday, October 14, a 
7-year-old youth lit some trash in a tub 
ona ledge alongside the creek, in the 
rear of home of Mike Blaskovics, 1717 
W. Lawn ave The tub was only about 
2% feet from the water’s edge. A piece 
of burning paper flew out into the creek 
and ignited the oil 

The boy shouted to Milar Blaskovics 
23, as the fire started and the latter 
called his sister to turn in a fire alarm 
He then grabbed a garden hose and 
tried to stop the flames from reaching 


his garage [Thus was set in motion a 





Milwaukee Journal Photo 


Foam and fog streams bring river fire under control. Note blanket of foam on river surface 
at right. 


chain of events which eventually brought 
from 30 to 35 pieces of fire equipment 
to the scene and kept the fire forces of 
the City of Milwaukee and three units 
from Whitefish Bay and the Town of 
Milwaukee occupied for some time 

\ctually, the fire itself was out with- 
in an hour, fire fighters using quanti- 
ties of foam to smother the burning oil 
slick, which covered an area of about 
600 feet on the twisting stream. But 
the danger of re-ignition remained, and 
therein developed the headache for the 
firefighters 





Milwaukee Journal Photo 


Stream being employed in agitation of detergent, water and oil mixture to increase effective- 
ness of detergent. 


Chief Herman Schwengel, Milwau- 
kee’s 6th Battalion, in whose district the 
fire occurred, rolled to a box alarm for 
the fire at 11:44 A.M. from No. Green 
Bay and W. Lawn aves. The chief 
radioed the second alarm at 11:50 A.M., 
after a quick size-up indicated the seri- 
ousness of the problem facing the de- 
partment. Already Blaskovic’s garage 
and backyard were aflame, and other 
outbuildings threatened, as well as 
numerous houses along the stream. 
Quickly garages in the rear of the Car- 
roll and Herman Baurer apartments, 
1719 W. Lawn ave., were ignited. The 
fire also spread to the Blaskovic’s house, 
as well as the dwelling of Elroy Hermes, 
1711 W. Lawn ave., a kennel in the rear 
of a home at 1639 W. Lawn ave. and to 
grass and trees along the creek. At the 
outset, there was no telling where the 
fire would end. 


Responding on the second alarm, Fire 
Chief Edward Wischer quickly trans- 
mitted third and fourth alarms, and at 
noon radioed in the fifth alarm. Nine 
minutes later, the Chief called for two 
more pumpers. Altogether there were 
30 pieces of City fire equipment, five 
from other municipalities, a city fire de- 
partment rescue squad and ambulance, 
and four police ambulances responding, 
with about 150 city fire fighters and 20 
from other locations. 

\pproximately two tons of foam were 
used to control the fire on the stream, 
while water fog and straight streams 
were employed to kill the fire in the 
buildings, the trees and shrubs along 
the two banks of the stream. 

The withering heat scorched lawns 
to their roots; trees burned bare, flower 
and vegetable gardens along the north 
bank of the creek were burned off as 
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Milwaukee Journal Photo 


Improvised boom, made of telephone poles, aids in confining oil during emulsification 
operations. 


xy a blow torch. The strong south- 
southwest wind at the time, which 
reached 35 miles per hour in gusts, blew 
most of the smoke and flames toward 
the north, but homes on both sides of 
the stream suffered severe soot damage 
inside and out 

The towering pall of smoke, which 
spread toward Whitefish Bay and Fox 
Point, and the radio accounts of the 
threatening fire, started swarms of 
spectators toward the area, tieing traffic 
in knots, necessitating regular and 75 
extra Milwaukee Policemen to get order 
out of the chaos. Batt. Chief Schwengel 
said that in his 11 years of fire fighting 
he had never encountered a more spec- 
tacular fire. It looked like a huge open 
air furnace, he said, and he expected the 
whole block to go up in flames. 

Fast work of fire fighters in 
fining the blaze held the property loss 
to less than $50,000 but the fire hazard 
remained, even after seven hours of hard 
work by firemen, who used foam and 
water on the stream, the first to blanket 
the blaze where the oil could be con- 
tained; the second to break up the oil 
slick, and increase the water flow in the 
creek. 

On the orders of Chief Wischer, park 
employes opened the gates of a dam in 
Estabrook Creek Sunday afternoon, to 
increase the flow. During the night the 
oil mass moved out of the creek and 
into the Milwaukee River and started 
flowing downstream. The Chief said a 
dam formed by logs, and _ branches 
upstream from the fire scene slowed 
movement of the slick. Firemen broke 
this open. 

The public was warned of the con- 
tinuing hazard, and firemen and police 
patrolled the area to guard against re- 
ignition. Chief Wischer toured the Mil- 
waukee River on Monday morning. At 
9:00 A.M. he reported the oil was south 
of E. Capitol Drive, moving at about 2 
miles per hour. Meanwhile a new slick 
appeared at another storm sewer outlet 
near the Schroeder firm. Firemen used 
streams to break up this accumulation 
and hasten water flow, while the mem- 
bers of Milwaukee’s fire prevention 
bureau warned householders of possible 
danger. The fireboat Deluge was alerted 
to wash oil slicks from piers and docks 
and to keep the oil-covered water mov- 
ing until it reached Lake Michigan. 

On Monday, J. H. Wheeler president 


con- 


of the Essential Chemicals Company of 
Milwaukee called Chief Wischer fol- 
lowing publication of the problems fac- 
ing the fire force in the removal of 
the hazardous coating on the water’s 
surface, and said his director of research, 
Cyril Ekkebus, thought that possibly one 
of the company’s products might be 
helpful in eliminating the existing 
danger. Chief Wischer at once arranged 
for the department to cooperate with 
representatives of the company to try 
out experiments using the firm’s deter 
gent, one of its numerous products, and 
the Chief personally supervised the tests. 
It was disclosed that when the deter- 
gent was introduced into the oil accumu- 
lation, it immediately emulsified the oil 


981 


and made it water soluble whereupon it 
was easily dispersed. 

The chemical company’s representa- 
tives took samples of the oil and had 
their chemists conduct further tests to 
determine the proper proportions needed 
to emulsify the oil and, by 9:30 A.M., 
Tuesday, they had the answer. But that 
was only the beginning of the end. 

Because of the fact that this method 
of attacking such a hazard was revolu- 
tionary, and unanticipated expenses were 
involved, it was necessary to lay the 
problem of employing the product be- 
tore Mayor Frank P. Zeidler, to secure 
authorization for the expenses. This, 
however, was quickly forthcoming. 
Whereupon Chief Wischer notified Mr. 
Wheeler to have a ton of his product at 
the Capitol Drive Bridge (upper Mil- 
waukee River) and that arrangements 
would be made to confine the oil to the 
restricted area to avoid waste of the 
compound. Four large telephone poles 
were lashed together and “boomed” 
across the river to confine the oil dur- 
ing emulsification operations. 

lo apply the product effectively, a 
modification of the venturi system was 
used, consisting of the hopper and equip- 
ment normally employed for applying 
foam. The original application was made 
by pumping water through hose lines 
connected with the foam mixing gen- 
erator. Later, re-circulation and agitation 
of the oil and water permitted the full 
benefit of the emulsifying properties of 
the detergent. Firemen swept the oil 
slicks down the stream, where the oil 
could be picked up for re-circulation 
with the solution, and assisted in the 
flow of the emulsified oil downriver. 

In some accumulations, Chief Wischer 
reported the oil four inches thick. He 
estimated there were some 2500 cu. ft. 

(Continued on page 1027) 





Milwaukee Journal Photo 

Applying detergent to oil-covered surface of stream. Proportioner shown in center background. 

Portable pump shown below, and to left of, proportioner, used for subsequent re-circulation 
and agitation of the oil and water. 
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Fiery Weekend Tests Rochester 
and Area Fire Forces 


Mutual Aid Again Proves Worth in Series 
of Costly Fires That Injure 100 Firemen 


Editor's Note: Hard on the heels of 
suburban Rochester’s Brighton disaster, 
during which that city’s fire fighters 
teamed up with Monroe County’s volun- 
teers, has come a series of punishing 
fires within the City of Rochester itself. 
Again mutual aid functioned, this time 
with the municipality on the receiving 
end. 

This is the story of a round of fires, 
beginning with the costly, Eastman 
Kodak blaze on Saturday, Nov. 10, last- 
ing until Tuesday, Nov. 13, together 
with the Milner Hotel and Plymouth 
Court Apartment multiple alarm “work- 


W: EKEND fires in the City of 


Rochester, which caused more than $2 
million property loss and placed nearly 
100 firemen under medical treatment set 
a new record in that municipality for 
sustained, gruelling fire fighting. During 
this time, the City-County mutual aid 
plan, which had already proved itself in 
actual practice, received its most de- 
manding workout 

If ever proof was needed that no mat- 
ter how large and efficient a municipal 
fire force may be, there can come a time 
when that force may welcome outside 
assistance, it was in Rochester during 
the period of Nov. 10-13 last 

At 1:29 P.M. Saturday, Nov. 10, the 
Rochester Fire Bureau received a call 
from Chief Van Lare of the Eastman 
Kodak Fire Department, Kodak Park, 
that city, for help in fighting a fire that 
had broken out shortly before on the 
fifth floor of Building 57 

With the dispatch of three Rochester 
engine and one ladder companies, and a 
Battalion Chief (Daniel J. McMahon) 
by radio to the Kodak Park, the curtain 
rose on a_ three-day, action-packed 
drama whose nearest modern counter- 
part was the long-drawn out struggle 
last winter to quell the fire in the Lan- 
sing, Mich., State Office Building. 

Building 57 of the Kodak Company, 
known as the paper mill, is the second 
one inside the Park on the north side 
of the park street running west from the 
Lake street gate opposite Hanford 
Landing Rd. It was constructed about 
ten years ago of reinforced concrete, 
steel and glass. It measures 150 x 600 
feet and is five stories high. The area 
of the building involved by fire was 
occupied largely for the storage of 
paper in various stages of manufacture. 

one of it was reported sensitized. It 
had been placed in storage ready for 
coating with emulsion and other steps 
leading to the finished photographic 
product. 

The fifth floor, covering about 90,000 
square feet, has a reinforced concrete 
floor and ceiling. Firemen reported a 


A SPECIAL REPORT 


ers” and other fires of less magnitude 
which provoked a situation that, in the 
words of Rochester’s Fire Chief John 
Slattery, was unlike anything the Fire 
Department ever had to face before. 

This special report, of necessity con- 
densed, is made possible by the coopera- 
tion of the Rochester Fire Department, 
Chief John Slattery and Deputy Chief 
Ambrose E. Foos, and to this Journal’s 
Rochester correspondent, Perry O. Popp. 
The editors desire also to thank Tom 
McCarthy, also of Rochester, and the 
numerous other readers who contributed 
helpful data. 


fireproof partition ran along the east 
wall, about 20 feet inside the outside 
wall. In the rear of the building is a 
sensitizing room, about 30 x 90 feet. 
The rest of the floor was open space, 
mostly containing racks of rolled paper, 
running the entire length of the build- 
ing. These rolls were on steel supports, 
in tiers of five, and each roll resembled 
the large newsprint rolls used by mod- 
ern newspapers. 

Directed by Allen Cob, director of the 
Company Fire Department, Chief Cor- 
nelius Van Lare led a six man force, 
with two pieces of apparatus in re- 
sponse to the alarm, turned in about 
2:15 P.M., to the fifth floor where very 
heavy smoke concentration was encoun- 
tered. The smoke was highly toxic, 
resulting, it was first reported, from 
formaldehyde fumes given off by the 
burning paper. Chief Van Lare and his 
crew donned gas masks in an effort to 
penetrate to the seat of the fire, but the 
squad was unable to make any head- 
way against the flames, Chief Van Lare 
and his men being knocked out in the 
early stages of the action and were re- 
moved to the Company infirmary. 

The fifth floor paper storage area was 
not equipped with sprinklers, because 
Eastman Kodak “after extensive tests 
and with the agreement of insurance in- 
spectors, decided that the possibility of 
water damage from accidental operation 
of the sprinklers was greater than the 
possibility of damage from fire.” 

Ten minutes after arriving at the 
scene, Rochester Battalion Chief Mc- 
Mahon radioed a second alarm, which 
brought Chief John A. Slattery and 
other officials. Additional companies 
were called at 2:21 P.M. By that time 
nine engine and six ladder companies 
of the City Department were at the 
scene. As the struggle lengthened, addi- 
tional units were called, together with 
out of town County companies to locate 
in Rochester fire stations and, later still, 
to operate at the other fire that broke 
out. 

All efforts to penetrate deeply into the 


charged upper floor proved fruitless, not- 
withstanding attempts to ventilate the 
600 foot long structure. 

As firemen continued to drop or were 
forced to withdraw because of smoke 
and fumes, all available breathing ap- 
paratus in the area was summoned. At 
the same time power pavement break- 
ers and other tools were employed in an 
effort to pierce the roof and break out 
walls so as to reach the flames. 


Chief Slattery and Several Firemen 
Overcome by Smoke 


Fire Chief Slattery was among several 
of his firemen trapped by smoke on the 
fifth floor. After he was overcome and 
removed to a hospital, Deputy Chief 
Ambrose E. Foos was in charge. All 
casualties were removed to the in- 
firmary, two blocks away in ambulances. 

Firemen, working from aerial ladders, 
finally managed to punch some holes in 
the heavy glass brick building wall with 
axes and about 4:00 P.M. a huge Kodak 
crane was put to work smashing out the 
fifth floor glass brick. The glass at 
the south end of the building was broken 


out first, and eventually the crane 
worked on all sides. As fast as open- 
ings were made, firemen directed 


streams of water into apertures from 
the ground and from three aerial ladders. 
About 6:00 P.M. heavy streams were 
also brought to play on upper story 
from nearby buildings. 

Before this time, however, soon after 
Chief Slattery was overcome, all fire- 
men had been ordered out of the upper 
floor, and fire control operations carried 
on from the outside. 

By 7:30 P.M. Saturday, fire fighters 
had driven the fire back from the north 
walls except at one point. They en- 
countered difficulty reaching fire in the 
southwest corner of the building where 
officials said were located a number of 
electric trucks used for loading paper. 

About 8:30 P.M., firemen did manage 
to take hose lines into the south and 
east sides of the building but were un- 
able to penetrate far. It was decided to 
keep men out of the affected areas until 
such areas could be cleared of the heavy 
smoke and fumes. Some fire could be 
seen from the building to the west of 
the involved structure, the blaze ap- 
parently then being about the center of 
the fifth floor. 

Firemen brought into play all mod- 
ern resources for combating the stub- 
born blaze. Portable lighting equipment, 
in addition to protective respiratory ap- 
paratus of every kind, were mobilized 


What proved to be one of the handiest 
aids in operating at the fire were walkie 
talkie radios, which were put to use to 
direct operations of hoselines and turret 
One unit was located on the 


streams. 
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roof of the large building west of the 
fire building, from which observers were 
jn contact with ground forces. 

When, at midnight on Saturday, fire- 
men were driven back from two interior 
stairwells in the rear corners of the 
building, from which they were attempt- 
ing to operate, the large crane was again 
brought into play and a 1%-ton ball 
pounded in the solid walls on the west 
side, at the rear. 3y 3:00 A.M. sheets 
of flame were shooting out over the al- 
ley, as the fire vented itself. This was 
the period of greatest intensity and gave 
fire tighters their most anxious moments. 

Holes punched and drilled through the 
9-inch concrete and cork insulated roof 
released heat and smoke but it is re- 
ported that distributors dropped through 
these apertures were unsuccessful in 
killing the fire, which was only finally 
extinguished by fire fighters working 
gradually in on the floor, under protec- 
tion of fog and heavy streams, from 
hand lines and ladder pipes 

At the same time, heavy concentra- 
tions of medical forces, and of police 
and civilian defense workers, were called 
up. Public Safety Commissioner Ken- 
neth C. Townson was in charge of all 
city personnel. 

Monday morning, thirty hours after 
the fire broke out, although they had 
gained a foothold on the front part of 
the fifth floor, firemen were still strug- 
gling to reach the rear areas. Meanwhile 
the casualty list of firemen continued 
to rise, 80 being accounted for by Sun- 
day afternoon. Chief Slattery, among 
the 75 city and Kodak Park firemen af- 
fected by smoke up till Sunday, was 
discharged from St. Mary’s hospital at 
11:00 A.M. that day, just in time to take 
charge of a second-alarm fire at 112 
Plymouth Ave. S. 

The cause of the Kodak fire is attri- 
buted to molten metal from torches used 
by maintenance men who had been cut- 
ting a hole in one of the ventilator 
ducts with electric shears and acetylene 
torches Saturday morning. A spark or 
molten metal was believed to have 
dropped to the filter room, on the fourth 
floor, and ignited bags used to remove 
dust and contamination from the air. 
From the filter room the fire erupted up 
a ventilating duct to the upper paper 
storage area. 

As will be noted in the chronology 
of alarms and response, as the battle 
continued, Rochester brought into action 
off-shift men, and reserve apparatus, at 
the same time moving in suburban 
volunteer companies to cover unpro- 
tected areas, and to bring lighting and 
other equipment to the fire ground 


Two-Alarm Apartment Fire 


Shortly after 7:00 P.M. on Sunday 
night (Nov. 11) fire was discovered in 
the basement of the Plymouth Court 
apartment house, 112 Plymouth Ave. 
The building contained 24 apartments in 
three sections of 8 each. The fire ap- 
parently originated in a locker room in 
the basement of one section, from which 
it spread upward through vertical open- 
ings to fill the structure with acrid 
smoke. Firemen responding on two 
alarms managed to confine the flames 
to the first floor, but all tenants of the 
apartments were ordered out. Smoke 
and water damaged heavily the eight 
apartments in the affected section. 

Nine fire units responded to this 
blaze, while more out-of-town com- 
panies moved into the city. The cause 


of this fire was blamed on “careless 
smoking.” Five firemen were injured 
and 10 others overcome or made ill by 
smoke while fighting the flames in the 
cellar and first floor of the 3-story 
building. 


Three Alarms for Hotel Blaze 


On the same night, at 10:42 P.M., a 
telephone alarm was sounded for a fire 
in the Milner Hotel in South Ave., 
opposite Broad street in downtown 
Rochester. This fire originated from an 
undetermined cause in one of two 
ground-floor rooms in which unclaimed 
baggage, paint cans and other materials 
were stored. It spread from there to 
two guest rooms on floors above. Smoke 
and water damage throughout the 4- 
story brick and frame building was ex- 
tensive. About 105 guests were routed 
from the building. 

The fire was discovered by hotel em 
ployes after the lights in the basement 
went out. The night clerk summoned 
firemen and began calling guests in their 
rooms. A number were in windows 
calling for help when first firemen 
arrived. One of these, Frank Kraut- 
wurst fell from his second story window 
to roof of an extension during the effort 
to escape and suffered a_ broken leg. 
Firemen brought him the rest of the 
way by ladder. 

Three alarms and a special call were 
transmitted in quick succession for this 
fire, bringing 11 engines, 3 ladder trucks, 
two ambulances, two Battalion Chiefs 
and a Deputy Chief. Another ladder 


Air view showing the block long building of Kodak Park, main production center of the 


983 


company, just returned from the Kodak 
fire and an additional ambulance also, 
were dispatched. Out-of-town County 
companies aided in fighting this blaze. 

Twelve firemen were affected by 
smoke during this struggle and beside 
the one guest injured in escaping, 
another was treated in the hospital for 
a heart attack, after being rescued via 
ladder by firemen. 

During the process of this fire, the city 
had no ladder companies available at one 
time, all such companies being engaged 
either at the hotel or the Kodak fire. 
By mid-afternoon of the 12th, the situa- 
tion within the fire department had im- 
proved until it was nearly normal. How- 
ever, aS an anti-climax the home of a 
Rochester policeman at 95 Shepard St. 
was swept by flames, resulting in two 
additional firemen being overcome by 
smoke and fumes, one of them being 
hospitalized. Battalion Chief Fox (Batt. 
4) had this fire and he was forced to 
radio for an ambulance carrying oxygen 
to treat the injured men Chis fire 
was attributed to spontaneous ignition 
among paint storage in the basement. 
From that location the fire spread rapid- 
ly up a cold air return vent to involve 
the entire first floor. 

CHRONOLOGY OF ALARMS AND 

RESPONSE 
ROCHESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
NOVEMBER 10-11-12, 1951 
November 10 


Received call from Chief Van 
Lare, Kodak Fire Depart- 


1:29.PM 


ment, for help. Engs. 10, 20, 
(Continued on page 1023) 





Eastman Kodak Co., which was involved by fire. 
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Fire Service Ladders 
and Their Use—Part XIX 


Ladder Evolutions: Four-Man Operations; Long Extension Ladders 


Editor's Note: This Chapter con- 
tains the series of installments on ladder 
evolutions, begun in Part XV, published 
in the August 1951 issue. This discussed 
the removal of ladders from apparatus, 
their handling and climbing. Two and 
four-man carries were described and 
pictured. The second Chapter, Part 
XVI (September), dealt with the simple 
one-man raise of the short extension 
ladder. The third (October) had to do 
with two-man operations, using short 
extension ladders. And in Part XVIII 
(November), the subject was the two- 
men flat-raise of the straight or wall 
ladder. 

Readers will find it helpful to study 
these previous Chapters in connection 
with the Part XIX, which follows, and 
which is devoted to four-man operations, 
using long extension ladders (extension 
ladders over 35 ft. and pole ladders will 
be covered in later Chapters). 

The author is unable to find any ade- 
quate definition of the “short” and the 
“long” extension ladder ground (without 
poles). For purposes of this manual, 
therefore, the “short extension ladder” 
is considered that which does not exceed 
24 feet when extended (this being the 
usual maximum extension ladder used on 
pumper trucks). The “long extension 
ladder” is considered that which, when 
extended, measures from 24 feet to the 
shortest extension ladder requiring poles, 
i.e., 40 feet. The “short pole extension 
ladder” may be said to be anything 
below 50 feet. The long extension pole 
ladder, anything over 50 feet. 

The author gratefully acknowledges 
the cooperation of the Committee on 
Firemen’s Training, National Fire Pro- 
tection Association, and the Joint Com- 
mittee on Evolutions, Fire Department 
Instructor’s Conference— Richard E. 
Vernor, Chairman, for permission to use 
the progressive photographs which were 
taken by H. F. Rothery of the District 
of Columbia Fire Department. 


Der AILS of removing ladders from 
a ladder truck and their carry were gen- 
erally covered in Part XV _ (August, 
1951). In that chapter, two four-man 
carries i.e.: overhead and shoulder, of 
extension ladders were described and 
pictured as well as the two-man under- 
arm carry of a light aluminum ladder. 

In handling the long extension lad- 
der, without poles, a crew of four men 
will naturally do a more efficient job 
than a three-man crey although every 
ladder company should train its men in 
the three-man as well as the four-man 
operation 

Two general methods of removing 
long extension ladders from the body of 
the ladder truck are employed, using the 
four-man crew No hard-and-fast 
method is advocated because of the 
variations in the height of the truck bed 


By ROI B. WOOLLEY 

above the ground. In some aerial laddet 
truck, the ground extension ladders 
may be located considerably higher 
above ground level than in the average 
service truck. Therefore what may bs 
the best method of removing and cat 


rying the larger ladder from one type 
of ladder truck may not be suitable for 
another. 

Where the ladders are 
apparatus chest-high, or 
method pictured 


carried in the 
higher, the 


herein may be found 


most effective. Where stowed on a 
plane lower than that, the flat carry, or 
under arm carry, may be preferable. 

In the latter case it will not be neces- 
sary for the carriers to pivot after the 
ladder is withdrawn from its bed. In the 
former case, it is considered best to 
pivot, as we shall describe. 

Che first steps in removing these ex- 
tension ladders are the same whether 
the ladder is located high or low in the 
ladder channels. For the four-man op- 
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eration, the men stand two-by-two on 
each side of the end of the ladder to be 
removed, one pair facing the other. The 
men nearest the apparatus take hold of 
the ladder at the end (usually the butt) 
and pull out. 

As the ladder is drawn from its chan- 
nels, the next pair grasp the ladder 
beams at about the second rung from 
the butt and walk out with it, until 
about two rungs remain on the truck. 
The inside pair who have been helping 
slide out the ladder by relieving some 
of the strain from the outer couple, then 
take hold of the inboard end and the 
four men bring the ladder away from 
the vehicle. 

It has been a moot question whether 
the two outer men should face away 
from the apparatus when removing the 
ladder in this operation, or whether 
they should continue to face the beam 
of the ladder and execute a side-step- 
ping movement. It is considered bad 
practice for them to attempt to back 
away, i.e., walk backwards holding the 
beams, with their face toward the truck. 
This is a dangerous maneuver as the 
men may trip over an obstruction and 
fall, with the ladder. 

If the ladder is hung low, the pair 
can face away from the apparatus, hold- 
ing the beams by one hand and arm, or 
else using both hands and arms—bring- 
ing one arm across the chest to help 
support the beam. Much may depend 
upon whether the ladder is the wood or 
the metal type; the aluminum being 
lighter, it may be easy to handle it with 
one arm. 

If the ladder is stowed higher up, the 
crew will find it advisable to follow the 
operation shown in Fig. 1. Here the 
four men are breasting the ladder after 
it has just been slid from its supports. 

At the command “pivot” all four turn 
and pivot under the ladder, thus bring- 
ing it onto their shoulders, as shown in 
Figs. 2 and 3. It will be noted that one 
arm of each man helps support the lad- 
der, leaving the other arm and hand 
free. 

Arriving at the location where ladder 
is to be raised, on command the men 
halt, then pivot again, raising one hand 
above and over the beams to grasp a 
rung from above (Fig. 4) after which 
at the command “lower” the ladder is 
placed on the ground as shown in Fig. 4 

The operation of picking up the lad- 
der from the ground is illustrated in 
Figs. 4, 5 and 6. In lifting the ladder, 
the four men take the same position as 
shown in Fig. 5, facing in the opposite 
direction to that of travel, with hands 


firmly grasping rungs close to the 
beams, palms to the rear. 
At the command the men lift, and 


pivot under the beam for the carry as 
shown in Fig. 4. With ladder on shoul- 
der of each man and grasped by one 
hand, the men step out, with the lead 
men in position *. ward off obstructions, 
as shown in Fig. 

The foregoing is preliminary to the 
actual raising of the ladder. These steps 
are shown in the following sequence. 

Some instructors advocate heelmen 
placing feet on the lowest rung where 
width of ladder permits. 

With ladder on the ground, parallel 
to the building against which it is to be 
raised, the heelmen squat on the base 
of the ladder with feet on the beams 
and lower rung and hands grasping next 
to the lower rung, and beams as shown 
in Fig. 7. The fly can be either above or 
below the main ladder. In either case, 





raising the ladder it must be 


after 
pivoted to bring it into the building. If 
the fly is to be raised away from the 
building it can be pivoted one way. 

to be toward the building, or underneath 


the main ladder, 


it can be pivoted the 
other way. 


The question of fly “under” 
or “over” was discussed thoroughly. 
Earlier in this series. In this stance, 
one arm of each of the men at the butt 


cross each other for better leverage. 
(Fig. 8). The two men at the tip 
(beam men) face forward, away from 


the heel men and grasp the third rung, 
with palms to the rear, as shown in 
Fig. 9. It will be noted the hands of 
the beam men, not used to grasp the 
ladder, are braced against the knees. 

At the command “raise” the beam 
men lift together, and as they do, they 
(Fig. 10) pivot under the beams to face 
toward the heel men, who throw their 
weight as far backward as they can, 
but maintain a firm grip on the ladder 
(Fig. 1 

The further operation of raising the 
ladder is shown in Fig. 11. In the illus- 
tration, the beam men are shown with 
hands on the beam, not the rungs. In 
raising, the elbows are held rigid. 

Once perpendicular, the ladder is 
pivoted to bring it into line with the 
building, prior to raising the fly and 
lowering it against the structure. In this 
operation one of the beam men, on the 
lift, keeps a foot on the lower rung, 
at the side of the beam upon which 
ladder is to pivot. All men shift loca- 
tions slightly as shown in Fig. 12. The 
two grasping beams, and two the rungs, 
shifting positions with the ladder. It is 
considered advisable to have at least 
one of the men usually and of the men 
grasping the rungs, watch the top of 
the ladder during this operation. 

With the ladder pivoted into position, 
the fly may be raised. If the fly is to be 
raised away from the building (on the 
outside), the halyard is operated by the 
inside man, or one toward the building. 
If the fly is raised under, or toward the 
building, the outside man does the lift- 
ing. The operation of raising the fly are 
further shown in Fig. 13. 
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It will be noted in these illustrations that 
a metal (aluminum) ladder is shown in the 
series of operations. Further, that the fly 
is raised toward the building, or under the 
main ladder. Although some wood ladders 
are built to be so raised, others are con- 
structed to be raised with the fly away from 
the building, or on the outside. Regardless 
of this fact, it should be stressed that it is 
considered advisable to raise all metal ex- 
tension ladders with the fly over, or away 
from the building. 

After the ladder is extended and the 
locks set, it may be lowered into posi- 
tion (Fig. 14). In this operation the two 
outside men steady the ladder by placing 
one foot on the bottom rung, with arms 
and hands grasping rungs and beams 
at about shoulder level. The men in 
front, heel and guide the ladder, while 
the men under the ladder take most of 
the load. It will be noted in Fig. 14 
that none of the four men is watching 
the tip of the ladder. It is considered 
good practice for at least one man, 
usually on the outside, to watch the top 
of the ladder as it is set in to see that 
it does not strike a window, or some ob- 
struction. 

When placed against the building, the 
halyard is secured as shown earlier in 
this series, and the heel or butt then 
shifted, if necessary, to bring the lad- 
der into proper angle of position. When 
finally set, the ladder should look about 
as shown in Fig. 15. 

This illustration shows a metal lad- 
der properly set, with fly away from the 
building, halyard secured, and the top 
of the ladder about 4 rungs above the 
cornice. Naturally it isn’t always pos- 
sible to place a ladder in this position 
nor do all students advocate so much 
overhang at the roof line. The extra 
rung or two above the roof make for 
easier, safer climbing, and stepping off 
the ladder at the roof level, also for 
securing it, if advisable with lashings. 





Four Children Die from Oil Stove 
Explosion 


Four children died in a fire at Somers, 
Conn., on November 3, when an ex- 
ploding oil stove turned a one-room 
dwelling into an inferno. Ironically, 
their father, Lloyd Miller, was away in 
nearby Hazardville where he had gone 
to purchase a coal stove to replace the 
oil burner. 

Their mother had gone to speak to a 
neighbor in a trailer camp next to her 
home when she heard the explosion. In 
the ruins of the cottage, Somers volun- 
teer firemen found the body of one- 
month-old Frank on a bed. The bodies 
of Verlin, 18 months; Roger, 3, and 
Gerald, 4, were huddled in back of a 
door which they apparently were trying 
to reach. 

Hearing the explosion, Mrs. Miller 
rushed back to the cottage only to find 
it in flames. Frantically she tried to 
enter, only to be restrained by neigh- 
bors, but not before she suffered burns 
about the arms and face. She was treated 
at the scene by a physician. 

When Mrs. Miller had left the house, 
only Frank, the youngest to die, was in 
it. The other children had entered only 
moments before the explosion. The 
father of the children, whose bodies 
were removed to a Stafford Springs 
funeral home, is employed by a steel 
company at East Longmeadow, Mass. 

Tom MAGNER 
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QUICK WORK BY FIRE FIGHTERS 
PREVENTS HOSPITAL TRAGEDY 


Prompt Transmission of Alarm, and Highly Efficient 
Operation by Fire Department, Avert Casualties 


I . was shortly after midnight on Wed- 
nesday, October 24, 1951, when the call 
“Emergency, Dr. Red—Emergency, Dr. 
Red,” tinged with urgency sounded 
through the muffled communications sys- 
tem of St. Paul’s Hospital, Dallas, Tex. 

Dr. Red is code for fire and Mrs. 
Mary Jo Wilson, night switchboard op- 
erator, had alerted the hospital per- 
sonnel after she placed a call to the fire 
department. Seconds before, she had 
received a phone call from Sister Al- 
berta, the Sister Superior “There’s a 
fire up here. Call the fire department,” 
said Sister Alberta, quietly. She was 
calling from her room on the fifth floor 
of the hospital, after being awakened by 
smoke 

Getting the fire department dispatcher, 
Mrs. Wilson told them the best approach 
to the hospital was by way of the Bryan 
St. side. Then she spread the alarm 
that sent doctors rushing with fire ex- 
tinguishers, and nurses to stand by for 
whatever might eventuate. 

By this time the odor of smoke had 
filtered down some of the halls. Sleeping 
patients stirred restlessly In the far 
distance fire sirens sounded in the chill 
midnight air. Fire alarm dispatchers 
QO. D. Milner and assistants L. G. John 
son and A. L. Mabra had sent appara 
tus from three fir stations in 
order 

Located in the hospital at the time the 
fire was discovered were 284 patients, 
including 34 new-born babies, one just 
a few minutes old. Immediate evacua 
tion of these patients was decided upon 
as the gravity of the situation was real 
ized Fortunately, the seat of the fire 


rapid 





was at the upper instead of the lower 
part of the old building. 
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calls went out throughout the Dallas 
area for ambulances. Not only did units 
from every other local hospital and fun. 
eral home in the city respond, but equip- 
ment also was rushed from Forney and 
Arlington and also from Hensley Field, 
Dallas Naval Air Station and Chance 
Vought Aircraft. The City Transporta- 
tion Company picked up report of the 
fire on its short wave radio and sent a 
fleet of cabs to the scene. The Dallas 
Railway & Terminal Co. sent two 
buses. Meanwhile volunteers continued 
to arrive in cars and afoot, as news of 
the fire spread. 





Phote courtesy of Linwood J. Martin 


Fire breaking through roof of St. Paul's Hospital, Dallas. Responding on five swift-spaced 
alarms, Dallas fire fighters managed to confine threatening blaze to upper areas of old 
hospital building. 


Che first alarm was sounded at 12:29 


A.M., the second and third following 
immediately. At 12:37 A.M., the fourth 
and fifth alarms went out A total of 


29 pieces of fire fighting equipment were 
soon on the scene At the same time, 


Photo courtesy of Linwood J. Martin 


Fire-gutted upper areas of West Wing of St. Paul's Hospital, Dallas. Fire apparently started 
in section over fifth floor quarters of the Sisters. Firemen held blaze from extending below 
fourth floor. 


Dallas Disaster units were also quick 
to respond. The local Red Cross and 
Salvation Army arrived shortly after 
the fire broke out, to aid in evacuation, 
caring for patients, and serving refresh- 
ments to workers. 

As smoke swirled through the hos- 
pital, and flames broke through the slate 
and timber roof of the old _ building, 
nurses, doctors, orderlies and employes 
called in went swiftly to work. There 
was no confusion, and the calmness and 
assurance of workers, the result of care- 
ful training, calmed patients and pre- 
vented panic. Preparations for just such 
an emergency had been made long be- 
fore. “We are very fire conscious and 
always have been,” said Joseph Lane, 
personnel and safety director at the hos- 
pital. “We removed the old central 
stairway from the hospital because it 
was a fire hazard, and we have a policy 
book on safety rules that every employee 
is required to read and know,” he added. 

As the hospital staff began evacua- 
tion, some fire fighters joined in the 
operation, while others dragged hose 
lines into the building to fight the fire 
from below. Still others climbed aerial 
ladders which were quickly thrown 
against the structure, to reach upper 
floors and get water into roof areas. 

Patients were carried, or supported, or 
wheeled from their rooms in many types 
of conveyances. Some were pushed to 
exits on their beds. Some limped on 
crutches. Some post-operative cases 
were able to don clothing and walk out. 
Ambulances, with some 11 police squad 
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cars, taxicabs and private cars quickly 
loaded the evacuees and rushed them to 
other hospitals or to homes thrown 
open to them. 

The fire was heaviest in and above the 
quarters of the sisters on the fifth floor 
and the top of the Central Service of 
the main building’s west wing. Fire 
fighters prevented the blaze from work- 
ing downward deeply into the fourth 
floor, but most of the roof area of the 
wing, with its dormers and slate shingles, 
was burned or collapsed inside onto the 
rows of beds. 

Fire Chief C. N. Penn, who directed 
the fire extinguishment operations, had 
emergency lighting equipment set up to 
provide illumination. Firemen had the 
blaze under control in less than an hour- 
and-a-half from receipt of the first alarm, 
and began an investigation into the 
cause. No firemen were overcome or 
seriously injured, nor were there seri 
ous injuries to patients or hospital at- 
tendants and volunteers. 


Fire Force Steals Show in Provi- 
dence C.D. Demonstration 


A simulated atom bomb attack Nov. 
4, last, on Providence gave fire forces 
of Rhode Island and neighboring States 
their first opportunity for a big scale 
mobilization for fire defense. As has 
been the case in other like Civil Defense 
exercises, the fire fighters stole the show 

The major premise of the test was 
that an atom bomb had exploded above 
Hoyle Square, Providence, devastating 
an area a mile in diameter causing many 
casualties, and starting a great fire 
which had to be contained. Later, in- 
cendiary and H. E. bombs were sup- 
posed to have been dropped and fires 
started in Warwick and East Providence 

Burning buildings, a tremendous wall 
of water thrown up by possibly the 
largest force of massed fire pumpers 
ever gathered in New England, and 
other details of the “incident” were care- 
fully staged. 

Upon air raid warning, fire apparatus 
and other civil defense equipment rolled 
into pre-assigned marshaling yards. In 
all, 23 fire pumpers and a civil defense 
force of 650 persons arrived from Con- 
necticut; Massachusetts contributed 15 
pumpers and 350 Civil Defense workers; 
radiological monitoring team came by 
air frm Concord, N. H. As the mar 
shaling yards filled, reports of steadily 
increasing amounts of manpower flowed 
over radio and telephone networks to 
become statistics on big blackboards in 
the control center. 


So as not to interfere with Sunday 
church services, no equipment moved 
into the incident sites until shortly 


after noon. When the time came, shortly 
after 12:30 P.M., state C. D. head- 
quarters dispatched equipment into the 
city, where there was plenty of action 
Simulated injured, and refugees by the 
hundreds had to be attended to. Medical 
aid was flown in. 

Fire forces were given plenty of 
action, most dramatic of which was the 
erection of a “water wall” formed by 
streams supplied by 85 pumpers, stretch- 
ing over a mile along a city highway 
Each pumper supplied two streams. The 
objects of this Niagara of water were 
(1) to shield off a “roaring inferno” 
theoretically caused in the heart of the 
downtown by the “atom blast,” and pre- 


vent extension of the flames to the un- 
damaged section of the city; (2) to 
lower the temperature along the fringe 
of the devastated area to reduce the 
chances of fire destroying what an atom 
bomb would not. 

Theoretically, the “wall of water” was 
a success, according to Providence’ Fire 
Chief Lewis A. Marshall, who directed 
this operation. The test also reportedly 
showed the possibility of using a natural 
water supply in case the city’s water 
supply system were knocked out, as 
might be true in an atom attack. The 
Woonsocket River held up and although 
the “wall” was maintained for only 15 
minutes, it could have continued for 
about three hours, Chief Marshall said. 

The only basic flaw in erection of 
this curtain of defense was that it was 
dependent upon a plentiful natural water 
supply. The rivers of Providence, be- 
ing tidal, present maximum water only 
during high tide. The statewide test 
was postponed once to wait for high 
tide. High tide Sunday was at 11:25 
P.M. 

At 11:45 A.M., equipment began to 
roll in from Massachusetts, Connecticut 
and Rhode Island communities. Only 
two pumpers came from Providence 
since the local department had at the 
same time to use 15 pieces of equipment 
at Dillon Field, four at the Weybosset 
Street incident, and cover the entire city 
against normal fire hazards. 

Pumpers were stationed 


with their 
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hose lines 15 feet apart, ranging from 
Francis street, at the foot of the State 
House hill, to Nagle street, near the 
Nicholson File Co. Some of the pump- 
ers were on one side of the river, some 
on the other. 

At 12:30, all 85 pumpers charged their 
lines, the streams averaging upward ap- 
proximately 50 feet, to feather, and fall 


back as mist onto drenched firemen, 
their equipment—and some observers; 
thence back into the river. A_ few 


pumpers connected lines with deck guns 
and their streams rose more than 100 
feet. The wind at the time was five 
to ten miles per hour from the south- 
west. 

The Providence Fire Department dis- 
persed apparatus to eight points in the 
outskirts. Johnson Memorial Park was 
one marshaling station, where 23 Con 
necticut fire pumpers also gathered. 
Other yards were at Bay State Theatre, 
Seekonk, for Massachusetts units and 
Eastern Shore Rhode Island rigs. 

East Providence firemen pumped from 
the Seekonk River through 1000 feet 
of lightweight irrigation pipe and em- 
ployed Boy Scouts who used yellow 
flags to relay pumping instructions to 
fire apparatus. Some questions were 
raised over the success of this means of 
communication. 

At Dillon Field, in the Elmwood sec 
tion of the city, a field house was 
ignited, supposedly by atom blast. C.D. 
workers removed life-like “casualties” as 


i 





Pumpers of three states build “water wall" at Providence C.D. Exercises 
Eighty-five units, supplying two hose lines each, create dramatic highlight of November 4 “incident 


which saw mobilization of apparatus from three 
pumpers threw up 15-minute Niagara to confine 


states 
simulated conflagration caused by atom bomb attack, 


Taking suction from the Woonsocket River, 
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fire fighters o. 18 companies moved in to 
fight the blaze. A house in Grove av- 
enue Warwick was ignited and firemen 


stretched hose lines from the Bay, more 
than a mile away, to combat this theo- 
retical “conflagration 

East Providence opened its exercises 
with a bang. An abandoned two-story 


house on Valley street flamed at 2:00 


P.M., and seconds later, four dynamite 
sticks were exploded in the interior 
While they failed to collapse the aged 
structure they converted — the slow 
spreading re into a roaring inferno. It 
was on this fire that pumpers operated 


through irrigation pipe 


A Volunteer Fire Department 
Says "Merry Christmas” 


Dwarfing many a “super-spectacular” 
of the bright light Broadway district, 
the Christmas, 1950, display of the 
Meaderville, Montana, Volunteer Fire 
Department set a new high in the six 
displays the firemen of 
Meaderville have created for the enjoy- 


yecat Series ofr 


ment of the community. 

It took the volunteers, under leader 
ship of Chief Frank Gorsh, ecight weeks 
of hard work to produce it, but every 
body agrees the efforts were worth 
while It's charming air of fairy tale 
fantasy attracted rownups as well as 
children 

Che central portion of the four-unit 


framed in an evergreen 
diameter, 
gold and green globes and 
berries The shining red 
long by & feet 
outlined with 98 red 
evergreens encircled indoor 
scenes of children peering up the chim- 
ney, while over the roof tops and clouds 
above their cozy setting Santa in his 
sleigh soared across the scene behind 
his reindeers led by ed nosed Rudolph 


display was 
Christmas wreath 26 feet in 
decorated in 
giant holly 
bow measured 18 treet 
high and was 
globes The 


The picture within the wreath bore 
the legend Twas the Night Before 
Christmas,” and the traditional greet 


right and left of the 
were quaint Mother houses 17 
feet high by 10 feet wide to interest 
particularly the younger children. A cut 
out in the upper story of each house re 
vealed a animated figures: 


ings. To wreath 


C,oo0se 


scene with 


at the left, Santa loading his pack and 
bobbing backward and 
buck; to the 
ing room decorating 


sleigh with toys, 
forward while 
right, Santa in a 


reindeers 


Christmas display 
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Officers of the American Association of Firemen, left to right: Fred Brown, Director; Wm. Kirk, 
Parliamentarian; W. Dale Hogg, Secretary; James J. Core, President; C. H. Chessman, Director; 
Harper Jones, Treasurer. 


a tree while a rocking horse rocks and 
a panda nods approval. The counter- 
balanced figures remained in constant 
motion, while lights glittered over the 
entire display, and Christmas music 
swelled from an amplifier. 

King’s sized candy canes, 23 feet high, 
stood guard at each side of the wreath 
and houses. In a second complete unit 
in the left background of the fire yard, 
the familiar manger scene depicted in 
previous department displays was again 
on view 


American Association of Firemen 
Holds First Annual Meeting 


Che first annual meeting of the newly 
formed American Association of Firemen 
was held October 20, 1951, at Five Points 
Fire Co., Richardson Park, Del., with 
registrants from many sections of the east 
ern part of the country 

\ banquet preceded the meeting, after 
which president J. J. Core called the dele- 
gates to order. Representative J. Caleb 
3oggs (Del.) informed the group he would 
lend his support in its effort to secure a 
national charter 


During a recess, the Eastern District 
Zone was formed, the officers elect be- 
ing Geo. Broughton of Independence, 
Ohio, president; Russell Gallagher, of 


MecMechan, W 
Larrimore, College 
and Arthur B 
treasurer. 
The membership committee of the Asso- 


ciation reported 127 new since 


Va., vice-president; C. C. 
Park, Md., secretary, 
Hope, Delaware City, Del., 


members 





of the Meaderville, Mont., Volunteer Fire Department 


the last year’s meeting in Pittsburgh. New- 
comers represented the states of Ohio, 
West Virginia, Virginia, Maryland, Penn- 
sylvania, and Delaware. Later, a law and 
legislative committee was created, its first 
duty being the study of a possible national 
charter. 

Officers elected to pilot the Association 
for the coming year were: James J. Core, 
Parkley, Va., president; Wm. Kirk, Rich- 
ardson Park, Del., parliamentarian; W. 
Dale Hogg, Lyndhurst, Ohio, secretary; 
Harper Jones, Smyrna, Del., treasurer. 

Delegates discussed the many problems 
facing the fire service that might be solved, 
or improved, by a “unified fire service.” 

The purposes of the new Association as 
defined by the by-laws are (1) to seek 
enactment of fair and just laws designed 
to protect all firemen and to reduce the 
loss by fire; (2) to have volunteer fire 
companies recognized as service, and not 
social, groups: (3) to promote education 
in fire protection and fire prevention and 
when funds are available, to create and 
maintain a national college of fire train- 
ing in fire fighting and fire prevention; 
(4) to create such beneficial groups as 
will add to the economic welfare and 
security of its members. 

The organization is open to all regu- 
larly organized volunteer companies or 
departments, all paid departments, in- 
dustrial fire companies or departments 
and organized fire prevention groups. 
Dues are $5.00 per year. Information con- 
cerning the Association can be secured by 
writing L. P. Vinez, 92 Church street, 
Doylestown, Ohio. 


Epwarp HAwtTHorne, JR. 


Volunteer Department Formed as 
Result of Fire 


A fire that totally destroyed the paint 
and woodworking business of W. P. 
School, 5308 Monroe Road, Charlotte, 
N. C., on November 13th, set the spark 
for the organization of a volunteer fire 
department in the Oakhurst community 
of Charlotte. Following the fire, a thou- 
sand citizens of the community attended 
a meeting and formulated plans for or- 
ganizing a volunteer fire department in 
the Oakhurst community. 

Mr. Scholl estimated that the loss in 
equipment, machinery, etc., came to 
about $8,000. 

He was out of town at the time of the 
fire, but neighbors said that they heard 
an explosion before the fire started. 

City fire trucks went to the scene, 
but the fire was already out of control. 

D. G. SPENCER 
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New Firemen's Training Film 


The American letroleum Institute, 
through its Visual Aid Committee, has 
just announced the release of a new 16 
m.m., 20-minute narrative fire training 
film titled “Fog Techniques in the 
Extinguishment of an Oil Well Fire.” 

The film demonstrates the preferred 
techniques in the use of fog nozzles in 
the control and extinguishment of vari- 
ous types of flammable liquid and gas 
fires. Spectacular day and night shots 
of oil well fires are shown, together with 
training sequences where two and three 
dimensional fires are extinguished by fog 
directly, or where men, under protection 
of fog, close valves and shut off sources 
of fuel. 

\lthough a burning oil well is used 
as an example of fog techniques, it is 
said any fire protection engineer will be 
able to apply these techniques to any 
type of flammable liquid or gas fire, re- 
gardless of source or location. There is 
no advertising in the picture, which has 
had wide circulation in the oil industry 
and is now made available at cost 
through sponsorship of the API. 

Prints are obtainable through API at 
a cost of $85. Orders should be directed 
to F. G. Wilson, 50 W. 50th Street, New 
York 20, N. Y. 


Nebraska Chiefs Take Refresher 
Courses 


The Nebraska Fire Chiefs Association 
and the Nebraska State Volunteer Fire- 
men’s Association, in cooperation with 
the State Department of Vocational 
Education, sponsored a series of fire 
refresher courses in Lincoln, 
Grand Island, North Platte and Bridge 
port during November and_= early 
December. 


chiefs 


Among the timely subjects covered by 
the courses were: need for fire depart- 
ment instructors; fire tactics; respon- 
sibility of officers; fire department ad- 
ministration; civil defense; new haz- 
ards, and special problems. 

J. I. Fetters, Lincoln, Chief State Fire 
Instructor, was in charge of class work. 


Firemen Help Kindle 
Spirit of Christmas 


Firemen have long played prominent 
parts in helping plant and nourish the 
seeds of Christmas. The very drama of 
their calling, their popularity with the 
children of the nation, and their general 
willingness to cooperate in all worthy 
local endeavors “for the good of the 
many” have linked them with the pro- 
motion of Yuletide holidays. At the 
same time, many fire departments have 
been quick to take advantage of the op- 
portunity such promotion affords them 
for tieing in fire prevention. Thus the 
Christmas Season offers the progressive 
fire department a double opportunity: to 
help the community—and itself. 
Engineering has in the past de- 
scribed and illustrated many examples of 
this Christmas cooperative promotion 
These range all the way from setting up 
Yule trees; decorating the streets, mak 
ing and repairing Christmas toys, to 
staging shows for youngsters, entertain- 
ing the sick and crippled and originating 
elaborate displays such as that of Mead- 


Fire 


erville, Mont., pictured and described in 
this issue. 

And so, just to provide some ideas 
we include the following from the 1950 
season. 


Burlingame Treats Underprivileged 


Jointly sponsored by the Burlingame 
Fire Commission and the Lions Club, a 
group of children from needy families 
in the area, were treated to a Christmas 
party they will long remember because 
it included a ride around the town in the 
city’s new Van Pelt Rescue Squad. 

The youngsters were picked up at 
their homes by the Commissioners, and 
taken to the fire station, which had been 
elaborately decorated for the Holidays. 
These decorations included transforming 
the drill tower into a giant fireplace with 
tall chimneys, with Santa just entering 
the top with his bag of toys. Local 
fire fighters did all the decorating at the 
station. Santa Claus himself in the per 
son of Ed Wright of the Lions Club, 
was present to distribute gifts of cloth- 
ing, games and candy. The children 
were then taken on a tour of the fire 


station—and then came the memorable 
ride on the bright new apparatus, after 
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which the Commissioners returned the 
youngsters to their homes, with addi- 
tional gifts of cash for the parents. 

Les Morgan acted as chairman of the 
event. The commissioners were: Earl 
Schmidt, Al Gordon, Bob Levy, Bill 
McMillan and Les Morgan. They com- 
prised the Committee in charge, with the 
addition ef Fire Chief Ed Leis, Chief 
of Police Jack Theurer and Walt Gil- 
liam, president of the Lions Club. 

So successful was this affair that it 
Was proposed to make it an annual one. 


Aerial Is Traverse City Float 


Traverse City firemen teamed up 
with local spirited citizens to help usher 
in Santa Claus, and the Christmas sea- 
son, at the same time registering a 
thought on preventing fires. 


The Fire Department, under Fire 
Chief Roy H. Green, entered its “float” 
in the “window night parade” which 


formally ushered in the Yuletide season 
to the city. 

The slogan “LET’S MAKE THIS A 
MERRY XMAS—HELP PREVENT 
FIRES” was blazoned on each side of 
the Department’s latest American La 
France aerial ladder. 





Traverse City, Mich., firemen enter latest aerial ladder as "float" in local Yueltide celebration. 
Shown with apparatus are (left to right) Bill Klassen, operator; Robert Keyes, Rod Edmondson, 
Ted Greenlaw and Fire Chief Roy H. Green. 





Happily posing on the Burlingame Fire Department's new rescue squad are part of the group 

of children entertained at the fire station by the Burlingame Fire Commissioners. (Standing (left 

to right) are Commissioners Gordon, Morgan and Schmidtt. The driver is Ed Audeoud. Santa 
is Ed Wright of the Lions Club which jointly sponsored the event. 
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Seven Killed in Jet Plant Blaze 


A shattering explosion blasted the 
super-secret section of the huge General 
Motors Allison piant in Speedway City, 
suburb of Indianapolis, on July 12, last, 


killing seven employees and critically 
injuring another 
lhe Air Force immediately clamped 


tight restrictions on al new 
claimed that 
do with the tragedy 
industrial accident 


s, but it was 
nothing to 

It was purely an 
asserted Major H. 
E Wilber, A. F. officer assigned to the 
plant. He said a fuel similar to kerosene, 
used to power jet leaked from 
a tank in a super-secret test cell of the 
plant and was ignited in some manner. 

Fuel oozing over the floor of the cell, 
were working 
overtime to complete the test, was no- 
ticed at 3:40 A.M. and reported to the 
plant protection office. Harry Welborn, 
plant fireman, one of those killed, who 
was making his rounds not far from the 


Sabotaye had 


engines 


where seven employees 


scene, was ordered to investigate. He 
reported the leak dangerous. Fire de- 
partment aid was summoned, but tour 


minutes from the time the leak was dis- 
covered the entire area blew into the 
sky, rocking residents in their beds over 


a five mile area 

I'wo policemen, more than a mile 
away, saw the brilliant flash of light 
and felt the concussion. They radioed 
Indianapolis police headquarters and 
sped to the plant 

Flames reportedly rose several hun 
dred feet in the air as tiremen from 


Indianapolis and Speedway responded 


Fire Chief Roscoe A. McKinney of 
Indianapolis, learning that a large tank 
of propane was threatened by the blaze, 
pulled back his men to avoid further 
casualties until a shut-off valve could be 
located and the danger averted 
Firemen who finally fought their way 
into the cell found the first body out 


side the experimental room battered be- 


yond recognition The other bodies, 
when finally recovered were all unrec- 
ognizable. 


The blast occurred in the 
less building, about three stories high, 
half a block long and 200 feet wide, 
which housed some 80 “cells” like the 


vast window- 
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Costing approximately $150,000, the new Fire Headquarters at Meriden, Conn., was opened 
recently with ceremonies conducted by fire and city officials of that city. 


one in which the disaster took place. 
The other cells were not operating at the 
time. Each of the cells is 20 by 50 feet 
in size and accommodates one jet engine 
anchored to a concrete block. Plant of- 
ficials said if the explosion had occurred 
during the day, 100 workers would have 
been endangered. 

A 300-foot stretch of heavy wire fence 
enclosing the plant was flattened by the 
blast, steel twisted like hairpins. 
Although the interior of the experiment- 
al building was demolished, its 18-inch 
thick concrete walls remained standing. 
Chunks of concrete from the cell were 
blown hundreds of feet by the burst. 
Delicate machinery in distant parts of 
the plant was knocked out of adjust- 
ment. 

An erroneous report that a number of 
firemen had been trapped brought In- 
dianapolis city officials rushing to the 
scene. None was injured however. Their 
efforts and those of other rescue workers 
to locate and remove the victims did not 
interfere with the plant’s operation, the 
5000 employes of the day shift reporting 
for work at 7:30 A.M. as usual. 


posts 


Blast wrecks cell in vast General Motors Allison jet test plant, killing seven. 


Exterior int ¢ wing ebris, folk 


experiments were 


wing unexplained explosion in cell where super-secret 


being made 


New Headquarters for Meriden 


Constructed at a cost of approximately 
$150,000, the new, modern streamlined 
Fire Headquarters at Meriden, Conn., 
located at 61 Pratt Street, was opened 
recently with ceremonies attended by 
Fire Department, city officials and 500 
residents of that Connecticut city. 

The new headquarters, a two story 
brick building, covering an area of 90,620 
square feet long. The apparatus floor is 
48 feet wide, 78 feet deep and 13 feet, 
four inches in height. From the tile on 
the apparatus floor to the ceiling, the 
walls are of buff brick. Battery charg- 
ing reels are hung from the ceiling. 

The stairway walls are built of glass 
block and tile. Kitchen and bathroom 
walls are also of tile and the recreation 
room walls are built of walnut veneer. 
The ceilings are of acoustic tile and the 
furniture in the recreation room and 
kitchen is made of chrome. 

From the ropes that allow the front 
doors of the apparatus floor to be opened 
with little more than a flick of the 
wrist, to the fire alarm room, located in 
the rear in a one-story building, the 
station is considered by Fire Chief 
Leonard A. Petrucelli to be “a combina- 
tion of the best features of the best fire 
stations in New England.” It was largely 
through the efforts of Chief Petrucelli 
that the City of Meriden voted funds to 
erect the new quarters, which is built 
on the site of the old Headquarters 
erected more than 56 years ago. 

Located in the front of the building is 
the “watch” room to which all calls are 
transmitted and dispatched. Also on the 
apparatus floor are public lavatories, 
lockers for the firemen’s rubber goods. 
1 hose storage room with electric dryer 
and a boiler room equipped with a 280- 
alien hot water tank 

On the second floor is located a large 
reception room, Chief Petrucelli’s office, 
three officers’ rooms, and the firemen’s 
dormitory. 

A modern kitchen, with an electric 
range, a refrigerator, Geneva-type cabi 
nets and a recreation room with seats 
of sponge rubber, card tables, make the 


headquarters a suitable substitute for 
home. 
The new station was erected by P 


Francini and Company, of Derby, and 
the plans were drawn by Architect 
William H. McKay of Meriden. 

Tom MAGNER. 
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The First Lady of Puerto Rico, Mrs. Munoz Marin, handing over the 1,600 books to General 

Bathurst. Left to right: Mr. Patterne of the American Red Cross; Dr. Colorado of the Depart- 

ment of Education; Chief Raul Gandara of the Insular Fire Service; Mrs. Munoz Marin and 
General Bathurst of the United States Army. 


Puerto Rico Firemen Collect 
Spanish Books for Soldiers 


Seven thousand soldiers of the United 
States Army were born raised and edu- 
cated in Puerto Rico. They are part of 
the forces fighting the war for Democ- 
racy, albeit they are little heard of. Many 
were among the first troops to see action 
in Korea. Many will never return to 
their native home. 

Although these Puerto Rican soldiers 
speak English well, their native tongue 
is Spanish and they prefer to read books 
in that language. Therefore, when one 
of those boys is wounded in action he 
asks the nurse if she can get him a 
book on adventure, travel, mystery, etc. 
All of which presented quite a problem 
to those who look after the welfare of 
our overseas troops. 

This problem was brought to the at- 
tention of Puerto Rico’s Fire Chief Raul 
Gandara about seven months ago when, 
on one of his trips to Texas, A. C. Hut- 
son (former Chief Engineer of the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters) 
heard from his niece, who is employed 
in the U.S. Army Library Service, all 
about these Puerto Rican soldiers, and 
their hunger for books printed in their 
mother tongue. Unfortunately, she said, 
these deserving men had to do without 
such books because none was available 
in the Army’s libraries. 

Shortly after that, Chief Gandara, who 
heads all of Puerto Rico’s fire services, 
got a letter from Mr. Hutson informing 
him of the situation. This was all that 
the chief needed to launch a campaign 
through the Island's fire forces for a 
‘Spanish Books Division” in the Army's 
libraries. 

Chief Gandara started at the top. He 
visited the Governor’s wife, Mrs. Ines 
M. Munoz Marin, who liked the idea 
and graciously offered to help direct the 
drive 

That same day Mrs. Munoz Marin 
and Chief Gandara became a “commit- 
tee of two” to get action. And they did. 
[hey appealed through the press and 
other media; made speeches over the 
radio; used the mails, and every other 
means to secure the desired Spanish lit- 


erature for their soldier heroes. The 
donors were requested to deliver the 
00ks to Chief Gandara’s office. No re- 


strictions as to titles or condition were 
made. 


Soon the books began to pour in— 
some new, some old, some good for 
nothing. But the committee of two 
didn’t care. “Our soldiers need books 
in Spanish,” they repeated over and 
over, “Please send the fire department a 
book for them—only one!” 

Not long ago the campaign ended, 
with Chief Gandara’s office looking like 
a bargain book store! With the aid of Dr 
Antonia Colorado, of the Department oi 
Education, Chief Gandara completed the 
task of sorting out those volumes which 
would best serve the men, through the 
Army libraries. From among 4,000 and 
more books received 1,600 fine volumes 
were selected. Over 1,000 more books 
were sent to a poor boys’ institution 
(the Insular Home for Boys), so noth- 
ing was wasted. 

On the morning of Sept. 28, 1951, in a 
simple but patriotic ceremony in Chief 
Gandara’s office, Mrs. Munoz Marin, 
with Dr. Colorado and the Chief, for- 
mally turned over to General Robert M. 
Bathurst, of the U. S. Army, the 1,600 
Spanish volumes, generously donated by 
the people of Puerto Rico. The General 
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accepted with thanks for the Army and 
the boys overseas, and assured donors 
no time would be lost getting the books 
to the front. And so, an idea planted at 
the right time, nourished by the fire ser- 
vice as another of its patriotic and extra- 
curricular activities, has borne fruit 


New York-Connecticut Mutual 
Aid Program Takes Shape 


Steps toward completing an overall 
mutual aid program whereby the states 
of New York and Connecticut would pool 
forces in time of emergency were taken 
at a meeting of state and county fire and 
civil defense officials in Greenwich, Conn., 
Oct. 19, 1951. 

Representing New York’s Governor 
Thomas E. Dewey were B. Richter Town- 
send, Chief, Bureau of Fire, Albany and 
Chief Roi B. Woolley (Assistant Editor 
Fire ENGINEERING) Westchester County 
Fire Cordinator and Member State Fire 
Advisory Board. Representing Connecti- 
cut’s Governor John Davis Lodge, were 
Chief Henry Thomas, Hartford, Chair- 
man, Connecticut State Fire Advisory 
Committee (V. P. International Associa 
tion of Fire Chiefs); Captain William J 
Kirby, State Fire Coordinator; Chief 
Stewart Potter, Greenwich, State Fire 
\dvisory Board, host to the meeting 
and Lieut. Thomas Shortell of the 
Hartford Fire Department. 

The mutual assistance plan when com 
pleted could supply Connecticut, and the 
area within 250 miles of New York City, 
with 12,000 firemen and 300 pieces of fire 
equipment. In turn, that state if called 
to aid New York’s fire defenses could 
dispatch approximately 10,000 fire fight 
ters with 250 pieces of apparatus. 

All this could be done, it was em 
phasized, without stripping any areas of 
essential fire protection. The plan con- 
templates the joining of fire forces within 
the 250 mile area between Boston and 
New York, which includes many critical 
target areas, to operate under over-all 
state direction in time of grave emer- 
gency. Fire forces in the area, however, 
will not lose autonomy and fire officers 
in the cities calling for aid would remain 


N. Y.-Conn. Fire Officials Map Mutual Aid Strategy 
New 
Directing mutual aid program at Greenwich, Conn., 


Iwo states combine forces to protect 250-mile 


Hartford, Chairman Conn. State Fire Advisory 
Fire Advisory Board; B. Richter Townsend, 


York City-Boston area against disastrous fire. 


mesting were (seated, I. to r.) Chief Henry Thomas, 
»Oard ; 
Chief, 


Chief 
Bureau of 


Stewart 


Potter, Greenwich, member 
Fire, , 


New York, Standing, Lieut. 


Thomas Shortell, Hartford, Conn. ; Chief Roi Woolley, Westchester County Fire Coordinator and 
apt. William Kirby, Conn. State Fire Coordinator. 
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in command of fire control operations. 
Rendezvous and check points are be 
ing set up, inventories and maps inter- 
changed, and appropriate fire control 
centers established by the two states. 


Firemen Make Good Stop with 
Water Hauled to Fire 


Che problem confronting 
fighting fires in rural areas, 
is lacking, was again demonstrated at 
Milford, Conn., on August 20 when a 
large barn on the dairy farm of Win- 
throp and Carlton Platt was destroyed 
by fire, causing damage of $10,000. A 
bolt of lightning was blamed by lire 
officials for the fire 


firemen in 
where water 


Nearly 125 firemen, paid and _ vol- 
unteers, from Milford and Orange, 
succeeded in keeping the blaze from 
spreading to a house, garage and two 


About 
and farming equipment 


silos only a short distance away 
50 tons of hay 


were lost, but a dairy herd of 50 cows 
was in pasture and unharmed. 

The blaze was confined to the barn, 
during a battle which lasted four hours 
\ delay in calling firemen resulted when 
the lightning bolt knocked out the tele- 
phone on the Platt farm. Mrs. Winthrop 
Platt, wife of one of the owners of the 
farm, had to drive almost a mile to the 
Fin n’ Wing Farm to summon help. 
Four firemen were injured fighting the 
blaze 

he contents of a cistern on the prop- 
erty was exhausted by the fire apparatus 
within half an hour. Two tank trucks 
operated by G. Malcolm Williams and 
Norman Williams in cleaning cesspools 
and septic tanks, and an oil truck oper- 
ated by R. G. Vardney, of Orange, each 
with a capacity of 1,200 gallons of water, 
shuttled between the fire and a hydrant, 
nearly a mile away. The trucks made 
several trips, supplying fire fighters with 
water. After the blaze was brought 
under control, firemen pumped water 





Firemen attempt to save a small barn on the dairy farm of Winthrop and Carlton Platt, in 
Milford, Conn., as an adjoining barn filled with hay burned to the ground on August 20, 
after it was struck by lightning. 





Handicapped by lack of water, firemen of the Milford and Orange, Conn., Fire Departments 

use two septic tank service trucks and an oil truck, each with a capacity of 12,000 gallons, 

to shuttle water between a hydrant one mile away to a fire which destroyed a large dairy 

barn owned by Winthrop and Carlton Platt. The trucks made several trips supplying the fire 
fighters with water. 
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directly from the fire hydrant to the 
blaze. They used more than 5,000 feet 
of 2% inch hose, connected to three 
pumpers, parked in relay along the road. 

Engine 1, Hose 1 and Hose 4, of the 
Milford Fire Department, responded to 
the first telephone alarm shortly after 
4 P.M., under command of Asst. Chief 
FF. Warren Burns. The second alarm at 
5 P.M., brought out Hose 6 from the 
Point Beach Station, and Engine 6 
responded on the third alarm at 6:09 
P.M. Engines 1, 2 and 3 from the 
Orange Volunteer Fire Department re- 
sponded to the blaze under the direction 
of Chief Christ Winkle. 

Tom MAGNER 


British Report on Fire Research 


“Fire Research 1950,” the recently 
published annual report of the British 
Joint Fire Research Organization, de- 
scribes investigations into fire hazards 
in homes, industrial buildings and ware- 
houses, and reports on improved meth- 
ods of overcoming these hazards. 

It records that of the 72,000 calls an- 
swered by British Fire Brigades every 
year, 42,000 are in buildings. Smoking 
causes more than 4,000 fires in buildings, 
and children playing with matches start 
more than 2,000. Fires in fire places are 
responsible for over 7,000 annually— 
the chief cause of house fires. 

Recent investigations, according to the 
report, show that some of the new kinds 
of light building construction can be 
made as safe as traditional forms whose 
standards have been established through 
years of experience. Many tests have 
been made on protective treatments for 
combustible wall surfaces, and a formula 
has been developed giving the fire endur- 
ance of any common size of timber joist 
under specified loading conditions. 

Experimental work has been carried 
out on particular hazards like tanks or 
drums containing inflammable liquids, 
and on the possibility of sparks being 
caused by using certain kinds of alu- 
minum paint on rusty iron. 

Among other special investigations re- 
ported are experiments on construc- 
tional and decorative materials includ- 
ing lightweight plasters and cements, 
precast slabs, nitrocellulose lacquers, 
plastic materials, and plastic and rubber 
insulated cables. 

Several tests with various types of 
water sprays show that the efficiency 
of the sprays depends on the size of 
the drops produced in them. Improved 
equipment for producing drops of the 
most effective size has been developed 

Copies of this report can be secured 
from Sales Section, British Information 
Services, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New 
York 20, N. Y., at 65c. each. 





A Correction 


Through error the wrong illustration 
was included in the account of the five 
alarm fire in City Island on July 12, 1951, 
which appeared on page 836 of the 
October issue of Fire ENGINEERING. The 
picture shown was actually the burning 
of the historic American Yacht Club, in 
Rye, Westchester County, N. Y., one of 
several serious fires fought by Rye and 
neighboring fire forces the last summer 
Five men, one of them Cornelius Falch, 
Deputy Chief of the Rye Fire Depart 
ment, were injured by an unexplained 
explosion in this fire, which wrecked the 
famous old club, with loss of over 
$250,000. 
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CIVIL DEFENSE—AND GOVERNMENT AID 


- 
| HIS Round Table discusses Fed- 
eral support, or lack of it, of the na- 
tion’s fire service as related to the 
problems of local fire defense. 

Although the answers to the three 
related questions discussed this month 
were not asked alone of fire chiefs in 
target areas, logically it is in these 
areas that the problem of building up 
adequate defenses against enemy at- 
tack is most acute. For this reason a 
preponderance of the replies published 
will be from target, or contiguous 
areas. 

Thus far, the majority of respond- 
ents have made, or are making fire 
defense plans as a part of the local 
Civil Defense picture. However, when 
it comes to creating and equipping re- 
serves, it is a different story. 

Although municipalities are at- 
tempting to build up reserve fire 
forces, it is true most of them are 
handicapped by lack of equipment. 
In some cases this has proved 
discouraging. 

One bright spot in the picture is 
the fact that a number of fire depart- 
ments are benefitting from the policy 
f automatic annual replacement 
of obsolete apparatus, which they 
adopted during the past decade. With 
the uncertainty of securing Federal 
fire apparatus, jointly purchased, 
many of these departments have held 
on to their old equipment, in some 
cases rehabilitating it as much as 
possible, and maintaining it in a state 
of preparedness. Thus a number of 
important cities in the Civil Defense 
setup are not as bad off as they might 
be, even though Federal assistance is 
lacking. 

The general tendency is not to at- 
tempt to order fire apparatus for Civil 
Defense use, but to count on replace- 
ment schedules where possible, and to 
await action in Washington. A few 
cities consider the situation so serious 
that they are attempting to set up 
Civil Defense units at their own ex- 
pense. In some these reserves are 
makeshifts; in others, obsolete fire 
equipment is being employed. 

\ few chiefs mention the fact that 
public opinion is forcing them to wait 
for Federal aid before ordering needed 


equipment. There is general agree- 
ment that cities today cannot finance 
any extensive reserve equipment. 
Some respondents frankly state that 
if the Government turns down FCDA 
requests for funds for apparatus, the 
situation will be most serious should 
the nation be attacked. They point 
out that their departments are already 
undermanned and underequipped for 
normal peacetime defense, and they 
would be practically helpless in time 
of attack. 

Some chiefs stress as the only an- 
swer to this problem, the organiza- 
tion of mutual aid pacts and agree- 
ments. Several mention they are part 
of countywide mutual aid plans. 

There is general agreement, also, 
among chiefs, on the subjects of 
deliveries. Many stress the delays in 
getting deliveries of standard appara- 
tus which have been on order for a 
long time. .It is pointed out that 
deliveries being slow, this should 








HERE IS THE TOPIC 


Now that federal funds have 
been made unavailable indefinitely 
for joint purchase of fire apparatus 
for civil defense use, many munici- 
palities are embarking on their 
own programs without counting 
on federal aid. 


1. What is your present plan with 
respect to fire apparatus pur- 
chase for civil defense as well 
as peacetime use? 


2. Is your city going ahead “on its 
own,” or does it plan to wait, in 
the hope that Congress will 
ultimately vote funds for joint 
purchase of fire apparatus? 


3. In the event that Congress con- 
tinues to turn down appropria- 
tion requests from Federal Civil 
Defense Administration for fire 
apparatus, will your fire depart- 
ment find itself in a difficult 
position in view of the fact that 
fire apparatus builders are seri- 
ously delayed in turning out 
apparatus today? 
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make procurement of reserve equip- 
ment all the more of a problem. 

The Federal Civil Defense Admin- 
istration, it is pointed out, turns to a 
fire chief to play a major role in the 
Civil Defense program. The chief ac- 
cepts the responsibility and at once 
finds himself without the tools to do 
a job. If the nation is to depend upon 
the fire service to meet the challenge 
of enemy attack, using atom or other 
bombs, it would appear that the chal- 
lenge cannot be met under present re- 
sources and facilities. 

Readers are invited to participate 
in this discussion which will be con- 
tinued in the January issue. Address 
replies to Round Table Editor, Fire 
ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th Street, 
New York 18, N. Y. 


Discussion of the Question 


John Krusenklaus, Chief, Louisville, 
Ky.: We are replacing some old 
equipment with new on a pretty rapid 
basis in order that we may have ten 
auxiliary pumpers of 750 G. P. M. 
variety. 

With the exception of the auxiliary 
equipment mentioned above, we will 
wait with the purchase of new auxil- 
iary equipment in the hope that Con- 
gress will ultimately vote funds for 
joint purchase of fire apparatus. 

At the rate we are able to buy 
equipment now, we are in good con- 
dition as far as normal operation is 
concerned but certainly without finan- 
cial help we will be unable to purchase 
new fire equipment for civil defense. 

D. S. Charles, Chief, Charlotte, N. C.: 
Recommendations for the purchase of 
equipment needed for Civil Defense 
has been made to the local Committee 
on Civil Defense. Peacetime require- 
ments are being taken care of through 
the purchase of at least one piece of 
apparatus annually through budget 
allocations. This policy has been in 
force for three years. 

The city is going ahead on its own 
to the extent that, should Congress 
fail to act, the equipment replaced by 
the apparatus purchased each year will 
be retained and placed in first class 
condition for Civil Defense use or for 
reserve units. 

J. C. Sievert, Chief, Tucson, Ariz.: No 
new apparatus will be needed for sev- 
eral years unless a request for a new 
fire station is granted. 

This department has six companies 
on duty and two reserve engines. 
Three retired engines and one aerial 
truck have been made serviceable for 
Civil Defense. Trained crews for the 
retired and reserve apparatus would 
therefore double our regular strength. 
Supply of fittings, turnout suits, fire 
hose, etc., has been awaiting federal 
aid. 

Thomas M. Lane, Chief, Alameda, Cal.: 
We have just received a ladder truck 
which brings our regular department 
up to full strength. 

Our city deems the situation so 
serious that we are setting up Civil 
Defense units at our own expense. 
We have nine of these units in serv- 

(Continued on page 1020) 























IDEA FOR DATED EXTINGUISHER 


CARDS 
Not all the “Short Cuts and Gadgets” 
come from fire fighters. Many are re 


ceived from manufacturers, and suppliers 
to the fire service For example: up 
comes Chester M. Hartman who, around 


York, Pa., is well known to the service 
as a distributor of fire fighting equip- 
ment, with an idea that he has found 
effective. 





WARNING 


Do Not Remove This Tag 
FIRE EXT. RECORD 
Installed & Serviced By 
CHESTER M. HARTMAN 
Sales — Service 
324 Maryland Ave. 
Phone 51126 York, Pa. 








Date Recorded & Filed 
This card void if more than 


three punches appear. 


Date Date charged 
Installed or Serviced 
Cj L] 

YEAR 
50—S1—52—53—54—55—56—57 
MONTH 


1—2—3—4—-5—_6—7—8—9—10—11-12 











Hartman uses a simple stringed tag, 
about 24%x4% in., made of strong tag- 
board, not unlike many orthodox extin 
guisher tags, however, with this differ 
ence. Each year when the tag is 


charge, the tags are punched, making 
for a neater job 

Brother Hartman says the idea isn’t 
copyrighted, and our readers are free to 
make use of it. Possibly if anyone is 
interested enough to write him he'll 
send ’em a sample. The address is Ches- 
ter M. Hartman, 324 Maryland Ave., 
York, Pa 


Xk 


PROTECT THOSE MALE 
COUPLINGS 


From Leslie Hoertsch, Kenosha, Wis., 
Fire Department, comes an idea for the 
protection of male threads on couplings, 
particularly the last length in the hose 
body or box, that is simple and in- 
expensive. 

3rother Hoertsch’s “gadget” is simply 
a sort of “collar” or “ruff,” made to 
slip over the hose coupling. This can 
be made of rubber or other composition 
and so made that is easily applied and 
removed. This collar, measuring about 
5" over-all circumference, can be made 
of a sponge rubber, or other composi- 
tion kneeling pad, or the side-wall of a 
4 ply tire. The center of it is bored to 
fit snugly over the male threaded end 
(coupling). Preferably it should be about 
5 in. in diameter, or sufficiently large 
so that when attached, the collar pre- 
vents the threaded coupling from strik- 
ing against any object. The “collar” may 
be slipped off in a jiffy by using a twist- 
ing and pulling motion when the oper 
ator is ready to hook up 


NEW USES FOR AN OLD TOOL 
\ common fire department tool—at 


least in departments below the Mason- 
Dixon Line, is the cotton hook. How- 
ever, its possibilities of application ap- 
parently have not been fudy explored, 
according to Charles Baltusis of Jamaica 
Plain, Mass., who writes: “It (the cot 
ton hook) is one of the few tools that 
can be used at almost every fire. Just 
to mention some of its uses: as a door 
or window stop, to hold it open; for 
pulling plaster and lath walls, and ceil- 
ings, when it is impossible to reach a 
desired area with an axe, ceiling hook 
or pike-pole; for moving hot objects 
about; for opening hot cleanout doors 
on air ducts, when involved in fire, and 











changed, a different color stock is used. also as an anchor for a line and/or 
In addition, as will be noted by the illus- nozzle when operating a stream into 
tration, instead of scrawling in dates of doors or windows 
the extinguisher installation and _ re Brother Baltusis offers the accom- 
panying sketches to illustrate his ideas 
cD 
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ROLL OUT THE FIR-R-R-R-E! 


Here are two ideas for “rolling out” 
grass and weeds fires taken from two 
prominent publications, Popular Mechan- 
ics and Popular Science, both of which 
ideas are interesting perhaps not as 
practical fire fighting appliances, but 
certainly as improvisations. Our thanks 


to these two great magazines. 
_ Popular Mechanics in June, 1948, of- 
fered the following: “Spread of the fire 


Figure | 


when burning off grass or weeds may 
be checked by means of a heavy lawn 
roller. If the fire begins to get out of 
control, just push the roller over the 
spreading flames and they will be 
snuffed out effectively.” This method 
is illustrated in Figure 1. 





Figure 2 


Popular Science, in its August, 1949, 
issue offers a somewhat different ap- 
proach to the “roll fire out” idea shown 
in Figure 1. This consists of a roller 
and series of non-combustible flaps or 
leaves, <o fastened to the roller that they 
impart a slapping action. The spray is 
delivered through openings in the pipe 
which in turn is supplied with water 
from a knapsack or other container car- 
ried by the operator (Figure 2). 

+ * * 

A lot of fire chiefs might take a lesson 
from the banks. During the depression 
of the 30’s bankers kinda lost the stand- 
offishness they used to have. They quit 
playin’ hard-to-get and took down the 
frosted glass partitions and opened up 
their locked office doors. Today you can 
talk to a bank vice-president just as 
easy aS you can your meat dealer— 
maybe easier! 
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When the heat’s on... 


Depend on Eureka for ‘‘cooling out” the job, with no 
twisting, no whipsaw, or loss of pressure. You can also 
count on Eureka because its 


BALANCED-WEAVE CONSTRUCTION, in both multiple-woven 
and double-jacket hose, eliminates dangerous writhing 
and twisting under high pressures. 


SMOOTH-INTERIOR FILLER PLY prevents ‘‘washboarding”’ 
of rubber lining, reduces friction loss so that you get - 
better nozzle pressure without increase in pump pressure. 


MILDEW-PROOFING: Double-jacket hose can be furnished 
antiseptically treated or wax and gum treated to pre- 
vent mildew and rot. 


BOMB-TESTED RUBBER LINING guarantees longer wear. 


“For greater protection to life and property” 


EUREKA FIRE HOSE 


Since 1875, Specialists in Manufacturing Circular-Woven Cotton Rubber-Lined Fire Hose 
195 Hudson Street e New York 13, N. Y. 
Division of United States Rubber Company 


Kindly mention Firt ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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a ONAL FOAM PRODU 


It will help if you mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 


DRENCH DOUBLES 
WATER SUPPLY 
SPEEDS ACTION 
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Mack Names F. E. James Manager, 
Fire Appar. Div. 

*. E. James, assistant to the chief 
engineer of Mack Manufacturing Cor- 
poration, has been named manager of 
the Fire Apparatus Division of Mack 
Motor Truck Corporation. Announce- 
ment was made by H. W. Dodge, ex- 

















F. E. James 


ecutive vice president of Mack. In 
charge of the company’s fire apparatus 
engineering for the last five years, Mr. 
James has been associated with the 
| company since 1926, during which time 
he has served as draftsman, squad 
| leader, bus and truck development en- 
gineer and chief draftsman for fire ap- 
paratus engineering. 





Fred W. Beardslee 


He succeeds Fred W. Beardslee, who 
has been named Assistant General Man- 
| ager of The Export Division of Mack 
Mfg. Corp 
| Mr. Beardslee was manager of The 
| Fire Apparatus division since 1940. He 
| became associated with the company in 
1919 


Pyrene Names Eckelmann 
Vice-President 
Eckelmann, manager of the 
Meta! Finishing Division, has _ been 
elected vice president of the Pyrene 
Manufacturing Company, Newark, New 
Jersey. He will be in general charge of 
development work as well as of metal 
| finishing. 

| In April 1916 Mr. Eckelmann, while 
| still a student at the Polytechnic Insti- 
tute of Brooklyn, New York, joined 
Pyrene to do part time research, and 
following his graduation in June of that 
year, he became a full time member of 
the staff. 


Luis E. 





FIRE ENGINEERING 


Useful Booklet on Fire Protection 


Information on what one should know 
about modern fire-fighting devices and 
the different extinguishing agents used 
in them, is contained in a new 32-page 
illustrated booklet titled “Correct Fire 
Protection,” just published by the 
American-LaFrance-Foamite Corpora- 
tion, of Elmira, N. Y. 

The new educational booklet relates 
the kind of extinguishing agents that 
should be used on different types of 
fires. It illustrates the various sizes of 
units that are available for use with the 
different extinguishing agents. 

Single copies are available free of 
charge upon inquiry. 





Wooster Brass Issues Calendar and 
Information Compendium 


Much useful information been con- 
densed into a compact, convenient form 
in the new 10-year hanger-calendar of 
Wooster Brass Co., Wooster, Ohio. 

Packed in twenty pages, measuring 17 
x 22 inches on heavy stock, spiral 
bound at the top, and indexed at the 
bottom for ready reference, are essen- 
tial data for the fire fighter. 

Appliances and equipment are pic- 
tured and described; together with fire 
loss records; hose loads and layouts, 
knots, reference tables on myriad sub- 
jects, first aid information; hydraulic 
facts and much other miscellaneous in- 
formation. 


Facilitates Training on Aerial Ladders 


Not so long ago Bob Roever, 291 
Washington St., Hempstead, N. Y., got 
the idea for a gadget that would, in 
effect, take the aerial ladder right into 
the classroom and permit the teacher 
and instructor to effectively answer the 
question of placement, heretofore a bit 
of headache to many instructors who 
don’t always have an “aerial” right at 
hand in their classroom! 





Roever "Training Ladder" 


Reader reaction from the initial story 
about Bob’s brainchild, in Fire En- 
GINEERING’S “Short Cuts and Gadgets” 
convinced the originator there was a 
field for his gadget. 

Here’s a reproduction of the finished 


product now being delivered to fire 
schools, colleges, and individual fire 
companies. 


A postcard to the inventor will bring 
details. 
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AS DIFFERENT from existing principles of fire detection as the fire-fighting equipment above! 


Me HE ee eee eee eee eee 


PLEASE SEND ME THE BASIC FACTS about the new Fenwal DETECT-A-FIRE unit for 
institutional, commercial, mercantile, industrial, and marine locations. 


Why risk lives and costly property re- 
placement due to undetected fires? 
With unique, DETECT-A-FIRE 


units you do away with time lag, eee Scinhcckaacensantbuap att ais cs iccctcrdiendedeneigectas 
false alarms. Based on a new rate- 
tory compensation principle of fire detec- Company ee ee eee Te ee ee eT eee 
En- tion, these units respond only when NE ini nisi dic ads cennttntsaarahindncsnananecinainhinpeeiin 
zets” the temperature of the surrounding 
is a air reaches predetermined danger 
level. Recommended for — 
shed ships, institutions, commercial, mer- 
fire cuttin, and public buildings. Listed FENWAL, INCORPORATED 
fire by @. Approved by @ — U.S. 2412 Pleasant Street, Ashland, Mass. 





y Los Angeles, Calif. 
Coast Guard. DETECT-A-FIRE 


Precise, DYNAMIC Fire Detection Temperature Control Engineers 
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Please mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Se | 
Among the Buffs | 
By Paul C. Ditzel 














The Open Season for fires has begun 
with the temperature dropping and snow 
hampering firemen. Chicago already has 
had a number of extra alarmers, two of 
them amounting to 5-11 alarms, and 
one, to three special calls for five 
pumpers each. 

Couple days ago I was walking in a 
busy shopping center on Chicago’s North 
Side when I saw Engine 55 and Truck 
55 approaching. They stopped at a drug 
store at the corner of the busy inter- 
section. Smoke began pouring from the 
place and it looked like another “snotty 





basement” was in store for Firemen of 
the 13th Battalion. When the battalion 
chief arrived he ordered a box alarm 
struck and I pulled Box 8124. The box 
alarm called out a Division Marshal. 
When he arrived, he sent his driver to 
the same box and from it ordered a 2-11 
alarm. Guess you'd call this the thrill 
that comes once in a lifetime to a fire 
buff. But there was more excitement to 
come 

The fire appeared under control. Then, 
without warning, a terrific explosion 
ripped through the basement and out 
the doors and shattered plate glass 
windows of the drug store. Firemen 
dispersed in all directions. A special call 
went in for more fire ambulances and 
rescue squads. Twenty-three firemen 
were hospitalized and an additional two 
dozen were hurt 


EMERGENCY FLOODLIGHT TRUCKS 


All Steel Enclosed 
Deluxe CUSTOM BUILT EQUIPMENT 


With or Without the Floodlighting Feature 


THE SENIOR 
(3 ton Chassis, 175” Wheel Base, 162 H.P.) 


THE STANDARD 
(2'/2 ton Chassis, 158” Wheel Base, 143 H.P.) 


THE SENIOR SPECIAL 


(5 ton Chassis, 201” Wheel Base, 200 H.P.) 


THE X-L ECONOMY UNIT 
(1/2 ton Chassis, 158” Wheel Base, 108 H.P.) 


All Models carry First Aid and Salvage Equipment as required by the customer. 
The SENIOR MODEL—is equipped with exterior and interior compartments, stretchers, 


and seats for the crew. 


Five built for the City of New York; one with portable flood- 


—— equipment and four with 10 KW power takeoff driven generator and elevator 


controlled floodlights. 


Four built for the City of Philadelphia, Pa., one for Mount 


Vernon, N. Y., all with 10 KW generator and controlled floodlights. 
The STANDARD MODEL—equipped same as above. This model in service in many 


Fire Departments for over 10 years. 


The X-L MODEL—provides average facilities and portable generator and flood- 


lights at minimum cost. 


We can arrange to have you inspect these trucks. . 


.. We invite 


you to see the designs of our new SENIOR SPECIAL, now 
building for Rockville Centre and the City of Syracuse, N. Y.— 
the last word in Emergency Trucks. 


Write us stating your requirements 








APPROVED FIRE 
EQUIPMENT CO. 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE - 


NEW YORK 
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Firebuff C. H. Dugan of 105 Dickinson 
St., Utica, N. Y., laments that many 
wives don’t appreciate their husbands 
answering the call of the fire alarm in- 
stead of the call of the hearth. Brother 
Dugan suggests the following Christmas 
or birthday greeting for such anti-fire 
belles : 

“My wife has personality 

And lots of girlish charm 

But as a red hot fire buff 

She’s just a “false alarm.” 

Her ignorance of “Fire Bells” 

Is nothing but a sin; 

She thinks a “Fifth” is what you buy 

When you are drinking gin.” 

From Grand Rapids, Mich., way comes 
a book which is right down the alley 
for you collectors of fire books. Lieut. 
Francis Poll, Trustee of the Firemen’s 
Fund Association, writes that a Centen- 
nial history of the Grand Rapids depart- 
ment has been put in book form. The 
book, 191 pages and costing $2.00 post- 
paid, contains a chronological history of 
Grand Rapids’ bigger fires since 1850, 


when the department was a_ bucket 
brigade. ; 
The book is packed with pictures, 


including shots of the fire alarm office, 
equipment and stations, past and present. 
For the collector of old time fire equip- 
ment pictures, this book also is a must. 
The book is packed with advertisements, 
many of them picturing the many indus- 
trial plants of Grand Rapids and giving 
an indication of the fire problem the 
city faces. That Grand Rapids has one 
of the finest fire departments in the 
country is shown by their winning first 
place in 1950 for their fire prevention 
work for a city of their size. Write 
Lieut. Poll at Engine House No. 7, 816 
Madison, SE, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

From London comes the fishy story of 
a recent London Fire Brigade call. A 
fire tender and a fire chief responded to 
a water storage tank. The firemen 
threw a rope ladder up the side of the 
tank and scaled over the top. They 
retrieved two fish, each weighing a 
pound and a half and sent them off to 
London’s St. James’ Park beside Buck- 
ingham Palace. The fire chief radioed 
himself and the tender back in service 
and they returned to quarters. Someone 
had phoned the Animal Welfare League 
to report the plight of the trapped fish. 

You fans who have wanted stationery 
or special greeting cards might contact 
Ralph F. Derby, Lock Box 27, Raynham, 
Mass., who has a large collection of cuts 
of old time equipment. Ralph sent me 
proofs of the dozen or so cuts he has of 
equipment and Currier and Ives firemen. 
Ralph’s rates are quite reasonable and 
he’ll be glad to send you proofsheets of 
his cuts and will then work from your 
rough sketch. 

Attention “Smokestack Hardy”: For 
the first time in the memory of Chicago 
firemen, a Negro has been awarded the 
city’s highest honor medal for outstand- 
ing bravery. Fireman Lee Walton, 35, 
of Chicago’s all-Negro Hook and Ladder 
11 was awarded the Lambert Tree medal 
for carrying a 200-pound crippled woman 
down a ladder from her third floor 
apartment during a serious blaze. Truck 
11 also was cited for its outstanding 
work in Chicago’s sprawling Bronze- 
town area. 

From Korea, PFC Don Loeffler takes 
time out from war to reminisce about 
his days as a Tokyo fire chief. 

“Most of our rigs were on army chassis, 
which included front-wheel drives and 
they gave a very good account of them- 
selves,” he writes. Tokyo has many steep 
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“THE MASTER OF FLAME” 


ANSUL 


DRY CHEMICAL 
FIRE EXTINGUISHING 
EQUIPMENT 


FIRST... in advanced engineering 


design and functional dependability ... 


FIRST... in fire-stopping effective- 


ness with inexperienced operators... 
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MODEL 20-B 


Ansul Dry Chemical Fire Extinguishers 

were FIRST with the GREATEST FIRE-KILLING 

RATINGS ever attained by hand and 

wheeled portable fire extinguishers*. No type 

or make of extinguisher has ever exceeded Ansul’s 
effectiveness ratings for flammable liquid fires. 


Ansul features include: 1) Patented nozzle which provides the most 

& Ansul Chemical Company is the effective stream pattern for quick extinguishment of fires... 
only fire extinguisher manufacturer in addition to forming a heat-shield for the operator. 2) Water- 
tight and corrosion-resistant construction. 3) Easy, on-the-spot 
recharging after use without special tools . . . and many others. 





maintaining extensive chemical re- 
search laboratories in addition to a 





large engineering staff for research Ansul “PLUS-FIFTY” Dry Chemical is non-corrosive, 
and development to maintain and im- non-abrasive and non-toxic. It is safe to use on electrical fires 
prove the quality of its products of any voltage. And ANSUL extinguishers need only 
. . - Plus the most extensive, best- be inspected lly, NOT RECHARGED, adding ECONOMY 
equipped proving grounds in the to GREATER FIRE-STOPPING EFFECTIVENESS. 


industry. 


*Get the facts. See comparative 
effectiveness ratings for various 
types of approved fire extin- 


ishers based b ion- 
Sly recognised appeoval agen CHEMICAL COMPANY 


cies. Write for file No. 814, You 
will receive complete informa- FORE EXTINGUISHER DIVISION 
tion and other valuable data. MARINETTE WISCONSIN 





OFFICES AND DISTRIBUTORS IN PRINCIPAL CITIES IN THE U. S. A., CANADA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 
ALSO MANUFACTURERS OF INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS, REFRIGERANTS AND REFRIGERATION PRODUCTS, 
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Here is your assurance 
of true badge quality 
and extra long life 
when you select a 


BLACKINTON 
BADGE 


Look carefully into the die impression of a Blackinton 
Badge, notice the precision die work — the clean cut 
sharp detail in the fine lines, seals, scrolls, characters, 
symbols and lettering. Here is die work at its finest. 


In Blackinton Badges full responsibility for the true 
quality of your badge rests in the hands of expert 
die cutters. It is their task to cut by hand, every 
line, every figure, every letter, to produce precisely, 
down to the finest detail, exactly what the original 
sketch indicates. ° 


You can see why die cutting is so important, for 
only with sharp, clear dies will your badge have 
that extra snap — that Blackinton appearance. 
Specify Blackinton Badges from your badge supplier 
and be sure of the finest in badges. 


mee CR tntTon 


VY. H. BLACKINTON & CO... INC PSeita: 





BADGES for Police, Fire, Town, City, County, State Officials, Civilian Defense, Plant 
Protection, Junior Police; also Transportation badges — Bus, Truck, and Taxi. 
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hills and poor roads which made fire 
fighting and response the more difficult. 

“Those Four - Wheel - Drives could 
really take them in their stride. Just 
drop in the front end and keep on going. 
They were handy in getting water. 
Tokyo’s hydrant system is pretty in- 
adequate and a pressure of five pounds 
is a good one. It was customary, there- 
fore, for our equipment to pass up a 
more convenient hydrant for a good 
drafting point a block or two away, 
leaving the smaller Japanese engines to 
work the hydrant lines. Of course, in 
a situation like this, a big booster tank 
was an advantage. Our best piece of ap- 
paratus in this subject being the class 
530 which has the chassis of a 2% ton 
GMC truck, 500 GPM front-end pump 
and a 650 gallon booster tank. With 
careful use, that 650 gallons could do a 
good holding job while the other outfits 
were getting to water. 

“IT had command of the only fog truck 
in Tokyo, a class 130 Air Force crash 
job with one of the three reels removed 
for additional equipment space. We got 
some effective fog sprays from it. Had 
a big tank farm on my first alarm card 
and I’m sure that little rig would have 
made itself known had any of those 
tanks ever let go.” 

In a later letter, Don tells of the an- 
nual January celebration of the Tokyo 
fire department. “The Shobo-dam (vol- 
unteers) and the city firemen strut their 
stuff. Each one puts on a big review 
and field day which is worth traveling 
ali the way from the States to watch. 
You never saw such a show. City fire- 
men roll over 100 pieces of apparatus in 
the show alone. Tell me—have you ever 
heard 100 sirens let go on signal?” Don 
asks. 

Now we Stateside brethren know what 
they mean when they say: “As fouled 
up as a Chinese (or Japanese) fire drill!” 

Keep the news notes coming, fellow 
fans. My bureau of the budget reports 
another deficit this year! Sorry to be 
slow on answering your letters but I 
would appreciate your sending along 
stamped, self-addressed envelopes if you 
want a reply. As many of you know I 
do my best to answer your fire queries 
about Chicago but I do get swamped, 
so don’t feel I’ve forgotten about you 
if there is a delay in answering. The 
stamped, self-addressed envelopes would 
be much appreciated and would speed 
things considerably. Some fans did not 
receive answers because they forget to 
mention their return address. 

I’m still running out of 859 W ellington 
Ave., Chicago 14, Ill. Or if you're in 
town phone me at Eastgate 7- -5796. My 
office is The Associated Press, 160 N. 
LaSalle St., Phone State 2-7700. 


New C.D. Films: "Survival" 


A new series of seven half-hour 
“kinescopes” telling the story of what 
atomic bomb attack would mean to the 
people of a community are made avail- 
able by Federal Civil Defense Adminis- 
tration, Washington, D. C. 

The official series, which are based 
upon a series of seven half-hour tele- 
vision programs called “Survival,” pre- 
sented by F.C.D.A. during July and 
August, last, are available through local 
Civil Defense offices at no cost to the 
station listing them according to the in- 
formation just released by F.C.D.A. 
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J UCKET brigades like modern sprinkler A single Kidde System can guard one 
-{ systems used water to extinguish fires. space or several. It can be arranged to go off 
ou But there are many fires where water is automatically when the heat from the fire 
ineffective ... or where water damage could _hits the Kidde detector. 

ed be serious. That’s where it pays to consider a Give us a ring if the problem involves 
to Kidde CO» System. fire extinguishing equipment, either port- 
Kidde Systems use fire-smothering carbon _ able or built-in. 

in dioxide. They are effective in protecting elec- 
trical equipment, flammable liquids, docu- 
ments or materials which might be damaged 
by other extinguishing agents. 





he Walter Kidde & Company, Inc., 1233 Main Street, Belleville 9, New Jersey 
Walter Kidde & Company of Canada, Ltd., Montreal, P. Q. 
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Two Platoon System 


\ reporter boarded the train carrying 
the Notre Dame football team to one ot 
its games and, thinking to get a new 
slant on a story, asked for the student 
manager. 

“I understand,” he said, “that you 
carry a chaplain to pray for the team.” 

“Yes, that’s right.” 

“Would you mind introducing me to 
him?” 

“Be glad to. Which one do you want, 
the offensive chaplain or the defensive?’ 





Viewpoints 


A race track is a place where windows 
clean people. 
* * a“ 
Men are like matches: When they flare 
up they lose their heads, 
* * . 
When a girl’s face is her fortune, it 
usually runs into an attractive figure. 


The average girl needs beauty more 
than brains because the average man 
can see better than he can think. 

First Salesman: “Did you get home all 
right after the party last night?” 

Second Salesman: “Oh, yes, thanks, 
except that as I was turning into my 
street, some idiot stepped on my fingers.” 

“What's your problem?” 

“Oh, nothing, except that when your 
date said she'd ‘dig up’ one for me—pal, 
she wasn’t fooling a bit!” 
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“Hope no alarm comes in ‘til he gets our outing photos developed!" 


And then there’s the cannibal’s daugh- 
ter who liked the boys best when they 
were stewed. 
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"Don't bother to tell me which ones aren't in. Just get them out of the building in two minutes!” 


Good Hold 


Last night I held a hand, 

So dainty and so sweet; 

I thought my heart would surely 
break 

So wildly did it beat. 

No other hand in all the world 

Can greater solace bring, 

Than that sweet hand I held last 
night— 

Four Aces and a King! 





Little Johnny brought home a note 
along with his report card. The note 
read: “Dear Mrs. Blank—Johnnie is a 
bright boy, but he has too much inter- 
est in girls. I have been trying to think 
of some way to cure him.” 

Mrs. Blank studied the note, then 
wrote the teacher this answer: “Dear 
Teacher—If you find any way to cure 
Johnny, let me know, I am having the 
same trouble with his father.” 





A young man stared into a mirror 
one morning and, noting his bloodshot 
eyes, resolved never to go into a bar 
again. “That television,” he muttered, 
‘fs ruining my eyes.” 

“My father committed suicide last 
month,” a woman confided sadly to her 
friend. 

“Heavens, how terrible!” 
other. 

“It certainly was,” replied the first. 
“You should see the gas bill we got.” 


replied the 





The honeymoon is over when the dog 
brings your slippers and your wife barks 
at you. 
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YOU CAN STOP 


OIL SLICK FIRES 


BEFORE THEY START! 
Amazing New PREV ces so 


Makes Oils Mix with Water Whether 


on Rivers, Harbors, Lakes, Railroad Yards, Streets, 
Boats, Airports, Petroleum Tank Farms or any place. 

























“PREV” can save thousands of dollars of oil slick fire damage in 
your community — in property loss, injury to firemen and pro- 
perty owners, even loss of life! 


Prev” Makes Oil Slicks Absolutely. FIREPROOF ! 


In Mitwaukee, a damaged fuel oil storage tank dumped over 
60,000 gallons of oil into the Milwaukee River and its 
tributaries, causing an unusual fire hazard. Despite warnings, 
and before fire prevention experts could dissipate the oil, 

a flaming piece of paper from a rubbish burner was carried 
onto the oil slick and 15,000 gallons went up in an inferno 

of flames — carrying with it $50,000 in damage to river 
bank property. 

An additional 45,000 gallons of oil remained on 


Milwaukee River, a potential nightmare to residents 
and public officials. 






Milwaukee firemen fighting $50,000 Oil 
Slick Blaze on Milwaukee's Lincoln 
Creek. Caused by flaming scrap of paper 
blown on surface slick. 













The Milwaukee Fire Department cooperating with 
Essential Chemicals Company treated the river with '’Prev,"’ 
a specially balanced petroleum dispersant which quickly 
renders oil fireproof. Within hours the prompt action of the 
fire department had made Milwaukee safe. The oil slick was 
completely dissipated — and rendered harmless without 
excessive suds. 
Subsequently, ‘‘Prev'’ has been used to eliminate gasoline 
from railway yards and factory basements. 


Prev Makes Oil and Gasoline Mix with Water 


Prev makes any oil or gasoline water-soluble and fireproof. 
**PREV"’ eliminates oil slick fire hazard! ‘‘Prev"’ gives you the product 
and the method to control oil slick fires. Makes every oil 
slick completely harmless. You can flush it down sewage systems 
safely. *‘Prev’’ is non-poisonous and performs its functions without any 
excessive sudsing. Requires no additional equipment. 






















a Write for low prices on Amazing New ‘‘PREV"’ DEALERS! 











<t, 


a -" and methods of simple application. TERRITORIES AVAILABLE. 
Treating remaining 4” thick oil slick on . . 
Milwaukee River with “PREV.” “PREV” r r j 


ee 
not only made the dangerous slick fire- 
proof, it dissipated the oil. 2200 North 32nd St., Milwaukee 10, Wisconsin 
; : — ee rn ee eae CHEMICAL ARCHITECTS SINCE 1898 
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FIREWATER* 
proved chemical penetrant that 


is the tested and 


actual laboratory tests have proved 
to be no more corrosive than dis- 
tilled water . that is used at a 
dilution 


mum effectiveness . . 


rate of 1:600 for maxi- 
. that is un- 
conditionally guaranteed! 


That’s the story that is putting 
FIREWATER in a class by itself 
among “wet-water” compounds. 
FIREWATER will do the job— 


safely, 


efficiently, and economi- 


cally. 


Write today for more details. 














e —" 
| FIREWATER COMPANY 
1 First Street 
Los Altos. Calif. 
Please send me full information on FIRE- 
WATER. | 
eR LT Ee oF 
} 
ADDRESS 5 | 
a | 
CITY & STATE | 
The FIREWATER € 
e 0. 
1 FIRST STREET 
LOS ALTOS, CALIF. 
*Trade Mark 
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Overhauling the firemanic news of the day 


by 


Why Firemen Go Nutty! 


The fire 
and State 
about for 
caused fires, 
ence. 

Reading behind the official report of 
what otherwise might be called a routine 
woods fire, it is disclosed that two men 
saw a ground squirrel scoot across a 
yard, and into a hole. 

Nothing loath, and with an eye to 
squirrel pie, or a fur piece for the little 
woman, the said two males hustled over 
to the hole, and stuffed some good old 
dried grass therein and ignited it. 

Uh huh—youguessedit! The wind 
whipped the burning grass into a field, 
which in turn took off, the fire eventually 
spreading to the timber. Result—two 
fire rigs from Willamina, one from Bell, 
forest service crew spent 
three hours battling the blaze 
controlling it. 

The ground squirrel? 


fighters of Willamina, Ore., 
Forest Service, are searching 
another category for man- 
following a recent experi- 


some 
before 


At last reports 


| he had laughed himself to death at the 


nutty behavior of the men. 


Thanks Capt. KAUBLE 
Fire Truck Goes Berserk in City Bastile 
Over in Iowa there’s a place called 
Eldora. Eldora has a fire department. 


It also has a “city jail.” Both jail and 
department are in the city hall. Neither 
the fire department nor the jail get too 
many workouts. But there was one 
week when the Eldora jail wouldn’t have 
held an elephant, all because the munici- 
pal fire truck ran amuck, and all but 
completely demolished the east wall of 
the cell block. 


What happened is this: When fireman 


Sherrill Smith went over to the fire 
station on the weekly routine inspection 
of the apparatus, and for the weekly 


turn-over of the truck’s motor to be sure 
they’re ready to roll, he didn’t know that 
some misguided soul had left the gear 
shift on one of the vehicles in reverse, 

When Brother Smith touched the 
starter button the truck took off—back- 
ward, before he could grab the controls, 
and plowed through the door of the 
lockup (located in the rear of the fire 
department garage) taking the door 
frame, and part of the adjoining wall 
with it. 

Fortunately, Smith, and the truck 
came out of the wrestling match without 
injury. Anonymous 


Nude Departure in Fire Fighting 


[his one comes from Palmerton, Pa., 
and is vouched for by the iocal press- 
if not the fire fighters. Seems the Pal- 
merton Brothers were called out of a 
Saturday night to a blaze at the Sunny 
Rest Lodge, a nudist camp near that 
community. 

When they arrived they found no fire 
but plenty of nudes. The fire in a cot- 
tage had been doused by a bucket bri- 
gade of more than 100 men and women 
nudists. 

Fire Chief George Samok said the 
nudists greeted the firemen cordially and 
invited them to stay for supper. But 
(according to the chief) the firemen 


your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when 
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hadda get their engine “back to head- 
quarters.” Samok said the nudists didn’t 
dress because of the presence of the 
Brothers. “They weren’t embarrassed, 
nor were he and the other married fire- 
men,” he said. But it is reported that 
two bachelor firemen would not get off 
the fire truck (which seems to sound like 
the only sour note in an erstwhile other- 
wise true account of a “nude departure 
in fire fighting”). 


Thanks J. JEBENS 
* * * 
All Is Snaffu in Nyack 
Few communities are more enthusias- 


tic than Nyack, N. Y., over their volun- 
teer fire companies. Up to mid-October, 
fire fighting circles in that Hudson val- 
ley town were peaches and cream. But 
in October, something soured, and 
there’s wailing and gnashing of bicus- 
pids among the rival companies, Jack- 
son Hose and Chelsea H & L Company, 

It appears that both these companies 
have laid claim to, and are warring over, 
a small plot of land in the rear of the 
Central Fire Station. Each wants it for 
a clambake, chowder and marching cen- 
ter. Meanwhile local politicos shun the 


topic—and the Fire Station (wasn’t it 
about election time?) 
Perhaps there would have been no 


trouble if a ladder truck were no longer 
than a hose truck. Jackson’s and Chel- 
sea’s shiny apparatus stand side by side 
in the Central Station but for many 
vears the derriere of the Chelsea ladder 
has extended out into the 50 x 50-ft. rear 
vard of the station house. Thus as in 
the manner of squatter’s rights, the 
vamps of Chelsea have come to regard 
the back yard as their very own. 

Was it only a coincidence that both 
Chelsea and Jackson decided that the 
yard would serve as a fine recreation 
area? At any rate, one day two mem- 
bers of Jackson Hose appeared before 
the Village Board and filed an official 
request for the yard. Village Trustee 
Edward Maurer broke the sad news to 
the pair that a similar claim had been 
advanced by Chelsea—and pointed out 
that the ground belongs to neither. The 
village owned it. And he urged the two 
fire-fighting outfits to get together. But 
the Jacksonians were obdurate, and de- 
parted. Which stern attitude has shaken 
fire-fighting circles in otherwise peaceful 
Nyack like nothing in years! All except 
Mazeppa Fire Company, which member- 
ship is preparing to celebrate the unit’s 
100th Anniversary. To them it seems 
but yesterday that militant Chelsea and 
embattled Jackson appeared on the 
scene. 

(Thanks to the many who 
contrib’d this item) 
* * &* 
Hot Off the Tape 

New York City’s Fire Commissioner, 
Jacob Grumet, believes that fire preven- 
tion begins at home. Folks spotted him 
wearing a coat during F. P. Week, 
which had a large scorched spot in 
front. Seems he was visiting friends, 
and his hostess hung his coat in such 
a manner that it touched a light bulb. 

. Modesty sent Walter F. Logan, Los 
Angeles, Calif., to the hospital. He 
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Heres LIFE-TIME Safety 
and Serviceability 


The time-tested superi- 
orities of this helmet are 
well known to all veteran 
firemen—but a brief re- 
view will emphasize their 
values to the younger 
men. 





CAIRNS 
LEATHER HELMET 


(5A-CITY SERVICE) 


"REGULATION" STYLE:—As “traditional” as the 
American fire-fighting spirit; fundamentally, the 
original fire helmet introduced by CAIRNS in 
the early 1800s, but kept up-to-date through the 
years to meet modern conditions. 

DURABILITY: — Specially-tanned top-grain steer- 
hide makes the CAIRNS the toughest, longest- 
wearing fire helmet ever produced. Records of 
active service of 25 years and over are not un- 
usual; practically everlasting, if our recondition- 
ing service is availed of. 

SHOCK PROTECTION:—The natural resiliency of 
the leather absorbs blows as no other helmet ma- 
terial can. And the CAIRNS CUSHION LINING 
gives added shock protection. 


ELECTRICAL PROTECTION:—The leather in the 


CAIRNS HELMET is a non-conductor of elec- 
tricity—BUT NEVER GET CARELESS WITH EX- 
POSED WIRES. A "hot" wire may knock out a 


wet fireman, no matter what he is wearing. 


FIT:—Ten actual sizes insure better fit, better 
"feel," better looks—the RIGHT helmet for 
YOUR head. 


COMFORT:—The CAIRNS PATENTED CUSHION 
LINING is the most efficient and comfortable 
suspension ever devised for rigid head-gear; 
molds to individual head shape; no uncom- 
fortable pressure, no troublesome chin strap; 
perfect balance; built-in earlaps fold inside when 
not in use. The complete assembly is firmly re- 
cessed in the helmet—snaps in, snaps out, no 
tools needed. 


What better proof of our claims than the continued use of the CAIRNS LEATHER 
HELMET for fifty to a hundred years by the leading Departments of the country? 
ASK FOR CATALOG 341 


CAIRNS & BROTHER, INC. 


OUTFITTERS TO FIREMEN SINCE 1836 
854 Bloomfield Ave., Allwood, Clifton, N. J. 


Kindly mention Frre ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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awoke to find his house on fire tle 
rushed his wife safely outside, then he 
realized he was standing there’ sans 
pants. So he dashed back into the flam- 
ing house He came out, with pants, 
but also with burns on the shoulder, 


arm and hand. Hot Papa! says contrib’ 


W. A. McDonnell Truckdriver Paul 


Millard was hauling a 28,000 lb. load 
of milk toward Bloomington, IIl., when 
a tire blew out. He pulled his truck off 
the road, set flares and started to find a 


telephone. He returned to find all eight 
of his tires blazing. MacLean County 
deputies and the El Paso Fire Depart- 
ment put out the fire—but neither Mil- 
lard nor his helpers could figure out 
what started the blaze in the first place. 
They’re still wondering. (Thanks R. H. 
Davidson). In Minneapolis, Minn., 


Charles E. J. Hughes, 62, was sentenced 


to 90 days in the workhouse on a dis- 
orderly charge. Fire department in- 
vestigators had sought an arson count 
against Hughes for starting a blaze in 
that city. He was convicted on arson 
charges in 1936 and 1942 and released 
from Stillwater prison only last spring. 
The county attorney’s office refused to 
issue an arson complaint because of a 
technicality. It held the bonfire allegedly 
started by Hughes did not affect the 
building a few inches away. Anyone 
wanna bet on when this man will set 
the next fire? Four small boys 
burned to death on November 3 in a 
one-room trailer camp cabin after one 
apparently had capsized a_ kerosene 


stove. Mother left them alone while 
she visited a neighboring cabin. Vol- 
unteer firemen from Somers, Tolland 


County, Conn., extinguished the fire 





Build your own fire truck 


for a few hundred dollars 





The time has come when rural fire protection 
should leave the “Fancy Dan” class so that every 

small community can do a real down-to-earth job of 
extinguishing fires rapidly, simply and inexpensively. 






The nickel plate, red paint, gadgets and polish are good if you can 
afford them. But all you need for sound, economical fire protection is 
an Oberdorfer All Bronze Pump hooked up to the transmission of a 
dependable truck that carries a tank of water loaded with a good 


wetting agent. 


Effective fire control starts just as soon as this outfit can reach its des- 
tination and a man can grab the nozzle end of the booster hose and get 
to the fire. The resulting penetrating stream of over 125 Ibs. pressure 
is the fastest and most important phase of fire fighting. 


Do you have a garage, a truck and a mechanic with a little common 
sense? We have the pump you need. Write for details. 


OBERDORFER 


BRONZE 
ROTARY GEAR 


No. 13—$85.00 


Slightly higher West of Rockies 





PERFORMANCE DATA—No. 13 PUMP SHOWN ABOVE 

















Pump Shaft Pounds Hose Length | Dry Suction Vol. in Gal. 
R.P.M. Pressure and Size Lift in Feet Per Minute 
1600 120 500’—114” 15’ 75 

















For complete specifications of this and other Oberdorfer All Bronze Booster 
Pumps, and name of your nearest distributor, write: 


FIRE PUMP DIVISION OBERDORFER FOUNDRIES, INC., Syracuse, N.Y. 
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The father was out buying a_new stove 
at the time. . . . A routine fire drill at 


Montclair State Teachers College, 
Montclair, N. J. recently brought red 
faces. A science professor with fire 


officials on hand as observers, notified a 
switchboard operator of a fire in his 
laboratory—but neglected to say it was 
make believe. The operator turned in 
the alarm. Within minutes, four fire 
trucks roared up to the college, while 
the students cheered. But the apparatus 
couldn’t get through to fight a fire—if 
there had been one. A car with the 
words “fire chief” on its doors blocked 
the driveway. There’s a Provi- 
dence—! Carol Alexander, aged 5, of 
Arlington, Mass., is fortunate to be 
alive. When she saw smoke rolling into 
her room, she ran and told her brother 
Kenny, 9, and his friend Bunny, 12. The 
three went next door where Carol’s 
mother was visiting. Then, when no- 
body was looking, Carol ran back into 
the burning house to save her three 
dolls from the flames. Write your own 
caption. . . . The Buffalo Fire Depart- 
ment commissioned its new voice-alarm 
system November 1, last. Report 
from Carl Johnson, Fairfield Fire Dept. 
2, Tunxis Hill Rd., Fairfield, Conn.: “At 
8:25 A.M. Tues., October 30, Fairfield 
Fire Dept. No. 2 was sent to the home 
of Mr. Charles Seaberg, 8 Essex st., 
Fairfield. On arriving at scene, found 
no fire but a refrigerator was leaking 
ammonia. Refrigerator was carried out 
of house. After placing it in yard, Mrs. 
Seaberg told firemen it had started to 
leak at 11:00 P.M. night before, but they 
didn’t want to bother the firemen at 
night so they went to sleep at their 
son’s house and returned ad called fire- 
men in the morning! 
* * * 


Ripley Should Hark to This 


Talk about ‘coals to Newcastle’—Vol- 
unteer Fire Captain Edward Condon of 
the Webster Hose Company, Ansonia, 
Conn., had himself plenty of fire, 
brought right to his domicile—but that’s 
not all. 

Here’s what hoppened!—When a fire 
alarm sounded on October 27, last, it 
was night time. Captain Condon was 
out of his bed and into his clothes, 
while the alarm still echoed. He dashed 
‘out the door to hop into his car for a 
dash for the Webster Station, as per 
routine. But... 

Lo and behold!—Captain Condon’s car 
was in flames beside his door! 

One pumper of the Webster Hose 
Company, which Condon heads, saved 
his car, while the other apparatus went 
to Scotland street, in response to the 
alarm which awoke Captain Condon, to 
extinguish—of all coincidental things— 
another automobile fire. 

Tom MAGNER 





Milwaukee Schools Issue Bulletin 
on Fire Safety Education 


The Milwaukee Public Schools, which 
make a point of teaching fire safety, 
have issued an instructive “Curriculum 
Bulletin on Fire Safety Education.” It 
is intended as source data for element- 
ary and secondary school teachers. 

The Bulletin, of 34 pages and cover, 
was prepared by the Fire Safety Educa- 
tion Committee of the Schools and con- 
tains much text material on fire preven- 
tion, including a bibliography of books, 
pamphlets and other teaching material 
as well as films and film strips for 
teacher use. 


It will help if you mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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I HE following list includes fires of $10,- 
000 loss and over in the United States and 
Canada for the month of November, 1951. 

Month Ending November 30, 1951 
Birmingham, Ala. —Central cleaning plt. of Park- 


er’s Sno-Brite Launderers and Cleaners, de- 
stroyed. 
Tuskegee, Ala.—Bd. of Education bldg., de- 
stroyed. 


Conway, Ark.—Mayflower cotton gin plt. on 
Highway 65, destroyed. 

Omaha, Ark.—Omaha high school and gymnasi- 
um, destroyed. 

Redwood City, Cal.— Redwood Market, destroyed. 

San Jose, Cal.—San Martin winery, 22 miles 
south, destroyed. 

Delta, Colo.— Delta County Independent newspa- 
per plt., damaged. 

Gunnison, Colo.—W. A. Moncrief ranch resort 
bldg., 20 miles west, damaged. 

Bridgeport, Conn.—Bldg. occupied by Soderholm 
Baking Co., damaged. 

Clearwater, Fla.—Citrus packing plt. operated by 
S. S. Coachman & Sons, destroyed. Explosion. 

Fort Pierce, Fla.—Naco fertilizer plt., two miles 
north on Old Dixie Highway, destroyed. 

Clyattville, Ga.—Main bldg. of Clyattville High 
School destroyed. 

Elberton, Ga.—Falling Creek School destroyed. 

Macon, Ga.—Right wing of Magnolia Courts 
damaged. 

Reidsville, Ga.—Tartmal Bank Bldg. destroyed. 

Chicago, IlL—Madison Oakley Apt. Hotel dam- 
aged. Arson. 

Chicago, Il.—Norwood Hotel damaged. Cigar- 
ette. 





Chicago, IIl. iapetins Sleeprite Corp., mattress | 


factory, damaged 

Chicago, "Ill.—Bidg. occupied by Certified Shop, 
women’s apparel; Walsh Stationery Co.; Show- 
men’s League of America, communicated to 
next bldg., occupied by Plastics Placque Co. 
ne of E. Serive and Dr. Wiener, dam- 
aged. 

Chicago, Ill.—Phillips Mfg. Co. and Penray Co. 
pit. destroyed. 

Glasford, Ill.—Grain elevator of Charles Powell 
destroyed. 

Edwardsport, Ind.—High school and gymnasium 
damaged. Overheated furnace. 

Fort Wayne, Ind.—Westminister Presbyterian 
Church damaged. Defective wiring. 


Kirklin, Ind.—Grain elevator of Moore Bros. | 


damaged. 

Louisville, Ky.—Lewis Seed Co. damaged. 

Mayfield, Ky.—Lowes high and grade school and 
auditorium, 11 miles northwest, destroyed. Over- 
heated flue from a stove. 

Middleboro, Ky.—Carmeda Coal Co. commissary 
destroyed. 

Owensboro, Ky.—Orleans Poultry Co. plt. dam- 


aged. 

Whitley City, Ky.—McCreary county courthouse 
destroyed. Overheated flue. 

Williamston, Ky.—Grant County’s road repair 
shop somone 

Baton Rouge, La.—Cangelosi Bldg. destroyed. 

Jackson, La.—Three bidgs. adj. to Louisiana 
State Insane Asylum destroyed. 

North Berwick, Me.—Bldgs. on Henry Shulmaier 
farm destroy 

Baltimore, Md.—Pennsylvania grain elevator, 
Lower Canton, damaged. Grain dust explosion. 

Chelsea, Mass.—Business and residential block, 
Broadway and Second St., damaged. 

Grand Rapids, Mich.—Biltrite Housing Co. plkt. 
destroyed. 

Keeler, Mich.—Garage and filling station of Ever- 
ett Burnett destroyed. 

Lawrence, Mass.—Grain whse. of John Shea Co. 
and three dwellings destroyed. 

North Branch, Mich.—Royco Tool Co., Inc., plt. 
and Chaso Tool Co. damaged. 

Pontiac, Mich.— Bldg. housing collision shop, sign 
company and metal polishing shop destroyed. 
Utica, Mich.—New-Way Supply Co. on Highway 

M-59 destroyed. 

Duluth, Minn.—Federal Hotel bldg. housing ho- 
tel, tavern and eight other business firms de- 
stroyed. 

Minneapolis, Minn.—Offices and equip. bldg. of 
Armel Construction Co., in suburban Crystal 
Village “waren, destroyed 

Redwood alls, Minn. -- . Turkey Co- 
operative ae destroyed. 

Belzoni, Miss.—Belzoni Oil Works, Inc., plt. and 
whse., processors of soybeans, damaged. Faulty 
electric wiring. 

Carrollton, Miss.—Carroll Theatre and North 


Carrollton Drug Co. destroyed. Defective 
wiring 
Louisville, \ ceandiintes of Winston Motor & 
Equip. 


Moorehead. © “Miss. —Methodist Church destroyed. 
Berkeley, Mo.—Bergjams Farm Dairy plt. de- 
stroyed. 











— it helps us to 


® Protect lives 


@ Reduce property losses 
@ Improve department efficiency 


RESULT: an outstanding safety record” 


Write for full details on Scott Air-Pak Safety 
Breathing Equipment in Bulletin 510 


ESTABLISHED IN 19397 


SareTy-ron SERIE SAFETY EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


SGOuT AWANON Gola 


215 ERIE ST. LANCASTER, N. Y. 


CANADA: SAFETY SUPPLY CO. BRANCHES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES 
EXPORT: SOUTHERN OXYGEN CO., 157 Chambers St., New York 7, N. Y. 
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Users of FM 


radio... 


orathome... 


ments that have a 





novationto low-cost mobile communications 


—all staff members are constantly alert to 
communications while driving on or off duty, 
Polic-Alarm and Monitoradio 
are invaluable to vital communications sys- 
tems expansion and development. 


for emergency communications 


USED BY HUNDREDS OF MUNICIPALITIES 
FROM BOSTON, MASS., TO ALHAMBRA, CAL. 


OLICALARM MONréska0| 


Says §. L. Grant, City Manager, Winchester, Virginia.. 
“I think you have a receiver that is well 
built, and I see no reason why it should not 
be in demand by all public works depart- 

transmitter available.” 





2-Way Radio Communications 
equipment throughout the entire nation, find 
Polic-Alarm and Monitoradio a welcome in- 


5 Models For All Systems 
6 VOLT MOBILE 
M-51 
Tuneable 30-50 MC 


receiving units that every munici- M-101 
pality can afford! With them, channel neigh- 
bors are monitored for pertinent information 


Tuneable 152-163 MC 


115 VOLT AC-0C 
PR-31 
Tuneable 30-50 MC 
PR-8 
Tuneoble 152-163 MC 
AIRCRAFT 
AR-1 
AM Tuneable 108-132 MC 
115 Volt AC-DC 


For Complete Information: See Your Jobber—Or Write Us Today 


RADIO APPARATUS CORPORATION 
55 N. NEW JERSEY ST., 


INDIANAPOLIS 4, IND., PHONE: ATLANTIC 1624 


Model 
M-51 






















HALE Type FZZ 


Fine for Relaying 
to Major Pumper 


The Hale Type FZZ portable 
fire pumping unit pictured at 
right can be easily carried by 
two men to source of water 
which truck cannot reach, for 
refilling booster tank or for 
fighting fire direct Unit is 
also available mounted on two 
truck-type wheels or on rub- 
ber-cushioned steel channels. 

Capacity of FZZ is 60 
G.P.M. at 90 Ibs. pressure; 
150 G.P.M. at 30 Ibs. pres- 
sure. Provides two capable fire 
streams through 11-inch hose 
lines, using '4-inch nozzles. 
Note: Discharge Adapter can 
be supplied for use with 2'- 
inch fire hose. 








No Obligation 


1sk for Demonstration; 


Write Today for FZZ Folder to: 


4 A L t FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 
PUMPS IN ALL STANDARD CAPACITIES 
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Kansas City, Mo.—Beverly Lumber Co. branch 
yd. and office on U. S. Highway 71 at the in- 
tersection with U. S. Highways No. 69 and 
169 and Missouri Highway No. 45 damaged 

Springfield, Mo.—Cattle barn, five miles east, 


destroyed. 

Glasgow, Mont.—All Drug Store, Ship Cafe 
Lounge, Roxy Theatre and Hub Bar Cafe 
destroyed. 

Missoula, Mont.—Bakke Motor Co. destroyed. 

Atlantic City, N. J.—Five business bldgs. on 


Boardwalk damaged. 

Newark, N. J.—Bldg. of Wallwork Bros., Inc., 
wholesale plumbing, refrigeration and heating 
supply house, destroyed. 

New Brunswick, N. J.—Chemical plt. of W. A. 
Cleary Corp., nearby Franklin Township, de 
stroyed. Explosion. 

Penns Grove, N. J.—Noone Chevrolet garage 
damaged. 

Princeton, N. J.—Campus Club at Princeton Uni 
versity destroyed. 

Vineland, 
pit, destroyed. 

Brooklyn, N. Y.- Crude rubber belonging to Fed 
eral Government in city-owned whse. near 
Brooklyn end of Manhattan Bridge destroyed 

— N. Y.—C. J. D. Packing Co. plt. dam- 
ager 

Hudson, N. Y.—Five one-story frame bldgs. 
known as the Dutchess Quarry & Supply Co. 
destroyed. 

New Berlin, N. Y¥.—Grill destroyed and Natl. 
Bank & Trust Co. and Chenango and Unadilla 
a Co. bldgs. damaged. Defective heat- 
ing pit 

Painted Post, N. ¥Y.—-Supermarket and adj. whse. 
and two apt. houses in Steuben County dam- 
aged. 

Rochester, N. Y.—Top floor including rolls of un- 
finished paper in the Eastman Kodak bldg. lo- 
cated in Kodak Park about 3 miles north of 
downtown area damaged. 

Hot Springs, N. C.—Historic Safford home 
owned by the Roman Catholic Church de- 
stroyed. 

Roxboro, N. C.—Bowes Funeral Home on Leas- 
burg road outside city limits destroyed. 

Minot, N. D.—Bldg. housing garage, an agency 
for distribution and sales of farm implement 
parts, offices and a restaurant, destroyed. 

Akron, Ohio—Synthetic pilot plt. of Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Co. damaged. Explosion. 

Cleveland, Ohio—F. C. Thornton Co. plt. damaged. 

Cleveland, Ohio—Cleveland Container Corp. de- 
stroyed. 

Cleveland, Ohio—Gondola car loaded with mag- 
nesium at New York Central System’s Linndale 
shep damaged. 

Lakewood, Ohio—Cabin Cruiser Visitor II de- 
stroyed. Two dwellings damaged and two de- 
stroyed. Explosion. 

Lorain, Ohio—Lorain Brass Co. plt. damaged. 

Lorain, Ohio—Palace Theatre bldg. damaged. 

Vermilion, Ohio—Two fishing bldgs. owned by 
ae family and Mose Marine Mart de- 
stroyec 

Wilmington, Ohio—Whse. of Beckett-Harcum 
Co., makers of air valve controls, destroyed. 


Colony Foods, Inc., canning 


Pryor, Okla.—Service station destroyed and 
Ripley’s ‘“Believe-It-or-Not” touring show 
damaged. Gasoline pump. 


Prineville, Ore.—Marketeria grocery destroyed. 

Seaside, Ore.—Broadway Cleaners, equip., gar- 
ments, destroyed. 

Altoona, Pa.—A wing of Radio Station WVAM’s 
main bldg. destroyed. 

Altoona, Pa.—Adams grade school damaged. 

Boyertown, Pa..—Borneman bldg. damaged. 

Duryea, Pa.—Whse. of Kurlanchick Furniture 
Co. destroyed. 

Media, Pa.—Barn on Spring Lawn farm estate 
of Mrs. Wesley Sloan destroyed. Arson. 

Old Forge, Pa.—St. Mary’s Catholic Church de- 
stroyed; adj. rectory and seven dwellings 
damaged. 

Philadelphia, Pa.—Perloff Bros. whse. damaged. 

Philadelphia, Pa.—American Paper Products Co. 
pit. destroyed. 

Philadelphia, Pa.—Penn Neon Signs Co. and 
furniture whse. of H. H. London store de- 
stroyed. 

Philadelphia, Pa.—St. Casimir’s Church destroyed 
Oil tank explosion. 

Philadelphia, Pa.—Pennsylvania Railroad baggage 
car with between 14,000 and 17,000 parcel post 
packages destroyed. 

Scotland, Pa.—Bldg. of Scotland School for 
veterans’ children destroyed. 

State College, Pa.—Downtown business and room 
ing bldg. at College avenue and Pugh street 
damaged. 

Columbia, S. C.—Mitchell’s Men’s Store de- 
stroyed and Mehlman’s Radio & Electrical 
Appliance Shop, Gudmundson & Smith Jewelry 
Store damaged. 

Clarksville, 
damag 
Jackson, Tenn.—Russell bldg. occupied by Fox 

afe damaged. 

Jackson, Tenn.—Main repair shop of Gulf, Mobile 
and Ohio Railroad destroyed. 

Memphis, Tenn.—-Advanced aviation electronics 
school at Memphis Naval Air Station destroyed. 
Explosion. 

Memphis, Tenn. 


Tenn.— Gresham Shirt Co. plkt. 


Dwelling of E. H. Sanders, 
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garage and barn on Germantown road destroyed. 

Memphis, Tenn.—Tapp Lumber and Millwork Co. 
damaged. 

Nashville, Tenn.—B. F. Cline Co., 
of sheet metal products and holding a 
federal contract, destroyed. 

Nashville, Tenn.—Nashville 
Co. Mill destroyed. 

Nashville, Tenn.—Two whses. used for storage 
by Gain-Sloan Co. and Rhode, Inc., destroyed. 

Gainesville, Tex.—Austin Drug store destroyed. 
Telephone Co. bldg. on east side of store and 
Home Furniture Co., on west, damaged. 

Grand Prairie, Tex.—Grand Prairie Gin Co. bldg. 
destroyed. 

Houston, Tex.—Art Dept. Bldg. on the Univ. of 
Houston campus destroyed. 

Stephenville, Tex.—Frey Hall on Tarleton State 
College housing 125 Air Force cadets destroyed. 

Amherst, Va.—Wood blidg., occupied by Western 
Auto Supply Co., Wade J. Wood grocery store, 
and adj. Meeks bldg. damaged. 

Alexandria, Va.—Waterfront whse. leased to} 
Robinson Terminal Whse. Corp. destroyed. 


Inc., mfrs. 
large 


Hardwood Flooring 





Charlottesville, Va.—Two packing sheds oper- | 
ated by Roy McClannahan damaged. 

Farmville, Va.—Putney Tobacto Co. whse. de- | 
stroyed. 

Lebanon, Va.—Methodist Church destroyed. 

Moseley, Va.—J. O. Tuck Co. mill and 


damaged. 
Wayne, W. Va.—Fred M. Cassell Poultry farm, 


ae 
kiln | 
freeze plt. and ice storage destroyed. 





Peshastin, Wash.—Peshastin Lumber & Box Co. 
destroved. 
Tekoa, Wash.—Gordon T. Shaw grain elevator 


with 80900 bushels of wheat, destroyed. | 
Yakima, Wash.—Buena evaporating plt., contents, | 
including machinery belonging to Stokely Foods, | 
destroyed ‘aulty electric lines. | 
Crivitz, Wis.—Drug 
destroyed. 
Hayward, Wis.—Riviken Dept. Store destroyed. 
Overheated_ furnace 
Kaukauna, Wis.—Hotel Kaukauna destroyed. 
Mazomanie, is.—Johnson Electrical Appliance | 
store, Zatocil Barber Shop and apts. destroyed. 
Defective oil burner 


store in business district 
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OF OUTSTANDING MERIT 
AND DEPENDABILITY! 


SEND FOR CATALOG OF COMPLETE LINE 





Anchorage, Alaska—-Anchorage City Transit | 
Lines Bus garage destroyed. | 
Bethel, Alaska—Northern Consolidated Airlines | 


roadhouse theatre huts, contents, destroyed. 

Port Radium, N T.—Eldorado mining 
refining project mill, a Crown 
stroyed. 


company, de- 


Blyth, Ont.—Blyth Cooperative destroyed. Ex- 
ploding oil burner. 
Brantford, nt.—Massey-Harris Co. farm ma- 


chinery, destroyed. 

North York, Ont.—The 22-room mansion of W. 
R. Gelkie destroyed. 

Stratford, Ont.—Dance hall, drug store and sev- 
eral retail stores in Worth Bldg. damaged. 
Cigarette. 

Toronto, Ont.—Bldg. housing Tillvy’s Dress Shop 
in downtown area, damaged. Explosion. 

Toronto, Ont.—Whse. under construction at Frig- 
idaire of Canada, Ltd., in Scarboro Township, 
destroyed. Sparks from welding torch. 

Waverly Beach, Ont.—Ontario summer homes 
owned by Stuart B. Wikes and Julius Gold- 
man, destroyed. 

Montreal, Que.—Canadian Pacific Railway whse 
damaged. Overheated stove. 

Valleyfield, Que.—Wooden bldg. housing a branch 
of the Provincial Bank of Canada and a num- 
ber of residential apts. damaged 








Obituaries | 














Edward E. O'Neill 


Edward FE. O'Neill, fifty-eight, for- 
mer president of American-La France- 
Foamite Corporation, of Elmira, N. Y., 


and | 








| 


one of the country’s largest manufac- | 
turers of fire-fighting equipment, died | 


on Nov. 11. 

After retiring from the company’s 
residency Oct. 25, because of ill health, 
Mr. O’Neill continued in the role of a 
director. He was also a director of La 
France Fire Engine Foamite, Ltd., of 


Toronto, and of Foamite, Ltd., England. | 


Mr. O’Neill began his business career 
is a salesman in 1913 and in 1917, be- 
came branch manager of the Pyrene 
Manufacturing Company in Toledo, 
Ohio, becoming district manager of the 
Great Lakes division the following year. 

In 1919 he established the Firefoam 
Company of Ohio in Cleveland and was 
vice-president and general manager. In 
1922 he became _ vice-president 
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used in World War Il. Portability on 
the back leaves arms and hands free. 
Send for literature giving full details. 


Indian Fire Pumps are 
ideally suited for Civil 
Defense. Thousands were 





ai 


INDIAN »~1@ 





USES ONLY 
CLEAR 
WATER 





NO. 147 ADJUSTABLE NOZZLE 
SOLID BRASS 





Precision built and made of solid brass 
throughout. Instantly adjustable for 30-40 
ft. strong stream or long distance spray. 
Also makes a beautiful fog mist. This 
nozzle screws on any Indian Fire Pump. 










THE SMITH INDIAN BACK FIRING DRIP TORCH 


Endorsed by foresters, fire depts., loggers, railroads, etc. 
Developed after extensive field research. Widely used for 
slash disposal, burning right of way, etc. 


| gal. tank. Seal 
tight handy filler 
cap. Brass feed 
pipe. 
built. 


Strongly 


Send for 
literature. 





THE SMITH INDIAN 


DRINKING WATER SUPPLY TANK 
5 GALLON CAPACITY 
ZINC GRIP STEEL TANK 





For carrying drinking water to construction, 
fire fighting or road crews. Also used for 
refilling Indian Fire Pump tanks on the fire 
line. Large opening for easy filling. Push 
button faucet. Carries by handle or slung 
on back. Air conditioned tank. 





PAGE Merce! 
COAST 


Fred F 
600 Sprin 





and | 


Please 


BRANCHES: ;".. \: 


THE SMITH 
FLAME GUN 
FINEST CONSTRUCTION 
HUNDREDS OF USES 


controlled heat. 
brush, rubbish. 
For burning safety strips and fire 


2000 degrees 
Destroys weeds, 


lanes. 4 gal. tank. 
7 ft. oil proof 
hose. Light. Com- 
pact. Portable. 







Burns kerosene or 
range oil. 











D.B. SMITH & CO. — 


5 S. EB. Sth Ave 
F snd, Oregon 
Barnett Company I 

4 Street 
Klamath Palls, Oregon 


| 





406 MAIN ST. 
UTICA 2,N. Y. 


CANADIAN AGENTS: 
Fleck Br Limited 

Street 

Canada 


aws, Inc 
) yurth Avenue South 
Seattle, Washington 


110 Alexander 
Vancouver, B 


N. Curtis & Son 
426 West Third Street South 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


C. B. Hickey & Sons, Ltd 


Hamilton, Canada 
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No. 930 Junior Type Roto-Rays 


IS BELIEVING! 


And these powerful Buckeye signals leave no 
doubt in the minds of pedestrians and motor- 


ists that official vehicles are on the way! 


The revolving red lights of the Roto-Rays 
cut through the glare of street lights, giving 
the exact location of your apparatus and the 


direction in which it is traveling. 





Likewise, the Buckeye Moto-Ray provides 
positive identification of emergency vehicles No. 950 Moto-Ray 
by day or night, throwing its strong red beam 


from left to right 40 times a minute. 


& 


FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESSORIES 


BUCKEYE IRON & BRASS WORKS °* DEPARTMENT E 
P. O. BOX 883, DAYTON 1, OHIO 























HOWE Fire Truck Equipment Meeting Every Service Since 1872 
Centrifugal, Rotary and Piston Pumps Supplied 
HOWE FIRE APPARATUS CO., 1402 W. 22nd St., Anderson, Indiana 
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general manager of the Fire Equipment 
Company of Cleveland. He became 
Cleveland district manager of the Foam- 
ite-Childs Corporation of Utica, N. Y,, 
in 1926 and continued in the same capa- 
city the following year for the Amer- 
ican-La France & Foamite Industries, 
| Inc., of Elmira, N. Y. 

He became general sales manager of 
the American-La France-Foamite Corp. 
in 1935 and vice-president and general 
manager the following year. 


Chief "Chick" Young 

Karl A. “Chick” Young, Chief of the 
Mount Rainier, Md.; Fire Department 
for more than a generation, died sud- 
denly on November 16th. He was one 
of the presidents of the Prince Georges 
| County Firemen’s Association and the 

Maryland State Firemen’s Association. 
Chief Young was active in the training 
programs of the State of Maryland and 
assisted in the preliminary work of pre- 
| paring the N.F.P.A. pictorial manuals 


| on hose and ladder evolutions. 
| 








Forrest Sanborn 


| Forrest John Sanborn well known 
| chemical engineer, who specialized in 
| fire protection, and was also a member 
| of the Federal Civil Defense Administra- 
| tion’s Advisory Committee, in Washing- 
| ton, D. C., died suddenly of a heart at- 
| tack Nov. 18th. 
| Mr. Sanborn, who served as a Lieuten- 
| ant-Colonel in World War II, was a 
| member of one of the first inspection 
| teams that entered atom-bombed Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki. Until recently he 
| was a fire protection engineer in the 
| Office of the Chief of Engineers at 
| Gravelly Point, Va. At the time of his 
death he was employed by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Chief M. James Coleman 


Chief M. James Coleman, 60, of the 
Hudson, Mass., Fire Department, died 
| of pneumonia, at the Hudson Hospital, 
| November 24th, following a brief illness. 
| He was a native of Hudson and had 
been a member of the Fire Department 
over thirty-five years, the last fifteen as 
chief. 

Funeral services were held on the 
27th in Saint Michaels Church, of which 
he was a lifelong communicant. Attend- 
ing the services, were town Officials, 
chiefs from the surrounding towns and 
a large delegation from the New Eng- 
land Fire Chiefs Association, of which 
he was a member.—HENry T. Hanson. 


Chief J. R. Eldridge 


Chief James R. Eldridge, 85, of John- 
son City, N. Y., dean of the Triple 
Cities fire fighters, former officer of the 
Binghamton, and Johnson City Fire De- 
partments, and organizer of the Endi- 
cott-Johnson Fire Prevention Depart- 
ment, died Oct. 16th, }51, after a 
month-long illness. Upon his retirement 
from active service in 1950, he was re- 
ported the oldest active fire chief in the 
state. 

Chief Eldridge joined the Binghamton 
volunteers early in life while an appren- 
tice with a metalworks company. He 
left his work in 1901 to become the first 
paid assistant chief in a reorganized 
Binghamton Fire Department, under 
Chief Charles N. Hogg. In 1915, he left 
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Endicott-Johnson fire prevention divi- 
sion. William D. Thomas, present Bing- 
hamton Fire Chief, was serving as Chief 
Eldridge’s chauffeur at that time. 

Chief Eldridge made fire prevention 
his life work, building a system that 
became a model for similar fire-preven- 
tion services throughout the nation. 

In 1920 he took over chieftainship of 
the Johnson City Fire Department, suc- 
ceeding C. Fred Johnson, but retained 
the leadership of the fire prevention 
division. In World War II, he was 
named to direct organization of auxil- 
iary firemen for village defense, and be- 
came, also Broome County Air Raid 
Warden. In 1942 he resigned from the 
Johnson City department, but remained 
as chief of the Endicott-Johnson divi- 
sion until his retirement. 


Ex-Chief Ernest Wilson 

Richard E. Wilson, retired Fire Chief 
of Alpena, Mich., is dead after a lengthy 
illness. He joined the Alpena Fire De- 
partment in 1908 as driver and, in 1914, 
was appointed chief. He saw the de- 
partment grow from a few regulars, 
augmented by volunteers, to a full time 
force of 22 men with complete mechan- 
ized equipment. 

On April 25, 1928, the chief was 
critically injured when two department 
trucks collided. He was hospitalized and 
spent a long period of convalescence. 
He retired in 1946, after 38 years of 
service, 32 as chief, and was succeeded 
by the present chief, Franklin McKim. 
His hobby was collecting curios and 
relics of early Alpena. 

Surviving are a wife, a sister, three 
brothers. 


Curtis N. Pierce 

Curtis N. Pierce, retired president of 
the Factory Insurance Association, and 
widely known among fire protection 
engineers, died Nov. 15 of a heart at- 
tack in Summit, N. J., at the age of 71. 

Mr. Curtis was born in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., in 1880; began his insurance 
career in 1900 with Associated Factory 
Mutual Fire Insurance Companies in 
Boston. In 1911 he joined Continental 
Insurance Company and a year later was 
assigned charge of its engineering activi- 
ties in the New England field. 

His unusual aptitude for his work, his 
helpful attitude toward all those with 
whom he was associated, and his per- 
sonal integrity led to rapid advancement 
and resulted in his becoming Chief En- 
gineer in 1918, election as Secretary of 
the American Fire Group in 1921 and 
election as vice president in 1924, which 
post he held until his election to the 
Presidency of the FIA in 1942. 

As President of FIA, he was instru- 
mental in the consolidation of the then 
three independent Capitol Stock Asso- 
ciations into a nationwide organization. 
This consolidation was completed in 
1943. 

During World War I he served on 
the War Industries Board. In World 
War II he was elected by representatives 
of the Fire, Casualty and Boiler Insur- 
ance Companies of the country, as man- 
ager of the National Bureau for Indus- 
trial Protection. 

Mr. Pierce served for two years as 
President of the National Fire Protec- 
tion Association; he was a Director of 
the American Standards Association, and 
a charter member of the Conference of 
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. . aS easy as Opening a melon... remove some cap screws... 
lift off the upper casing and the impeller assembly is exposed. 
Exclusive WATEROUS two-piece casing means accessibility, easy 
inspection and low cost maintenance. The fruits of WATEROUS 
engineering are dependability plus sweet performance. 


Dig into all the facts . . . specify WATEROUS on your new 
apparatus! 


Write today for your copy of 
“Preferred Fire Pump Specifications”. 
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MODEL M GENERAL 
FIRE ALARM SIREN 
for Volunteer Systems 
Quick acceleration, power- 
plus . . . Model M really 


Used by championship 
companies from coast to 
coast. 
duty siren built of the 
finest materials throughout. 





Built by proud craftsmen to the highest standards of 
precision manufacturing .. . utilizing materials of finest 
. . Sterling Sirens give year-after-year of 
unsurpassed dependability and satisfaction. 


gets the boys out in a hurry! 


A dependable, heavy- 





MODEL 20 SIRENLITE 
for Emergency Vehicles 
— ee = 
Siren sounds a penetrating 
warning, red light automatically 
flashes authority. Traffic opens 


instantly, day or night. FREE 
ROLLING feature. 


@ HANDSOME 
@ RUGGED 
@ RELIABLE 


EN ee 


Complete line of Siren Equipment ¢ Bulletin on Request 


bee ee me «THE STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., INC. 


58 ALLEN ST., ROCHESTER 6, N.Y. 
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Why do users of Hale Fire Pumps specify “Hale Pump” when they 


buy new apparatus? 


Because these men have learned through practical experience HALE 


VALUE in terms of: 
- Dependability 
of dependability . . 


all over the world. 
facturers of quality apparatus. 





¢ Flexible Performance 


For 36 years Hale-equipped Fire Pumpers have upheld a high standard 
. a dependability that has won the respect of users 
Hale Fire Pumps are sold only through Manu- 


Write today for NEW FOLDERS on Hale Fire 


Pumps ... built in all standard capacities. 


FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


Merry Christmas and Happy New Bear! 


+ Efficiency 
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Special Risk Underwriters. He served 
on many committees of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, in which 
connection he was in close contact with 
leaders in the nation’s fire service. 

He was also a Director of the Insur- 
ance Underwriters of America, general 
chairman of the Related Affairs Com- 
mittee and prominent in club and civic 
affairs. 


Retired Chief Hogan 


Harry Hogan, Great Falls, Mont. fire 
chief from 1933 to 1937, and a veteran 
of 33 years in the Great Falls Fire De- 
partment until his retirement in 1937, 
died Nov. 2, 1951, at the age of 84. 

Chief Hogan began his career in 1904, 
as an extra driver. He was appointed 
captain in 1913 and named assistant 
chief in 1926. He became chief in 1933 
upon the retirement of Chief A. J. 
Trodick. 

He established an enviable record in 
fire prevention and training during his 
career as a chief. 


Edward F. Saunders, Lowell 
Ex-Chief 


Edward F. Saunders who headed the 
Lowell, Mass., Fire Department for 15 
years, died at the age of 86, after an 
illness of three weeks. When he retired 
from the department in 1928, he had 
completed 40 years of service with the 
department. He started as a call firemen 
on a substitute basis; later, a permanent 
fireman and, in 1912, was named dis- 
trict chief. In 1913 he was made chief. 

Chief Saunders was an active member 
of the New England Association of 
Fire Chiefs and the Massachusetts Fire 
Chiefs Club. 











| Persons in the News | 











Chief J. A. Moran Retires 


One of Pennsylvania’s best-known 
city fire chiefs has retired after 45 years 
of service. 

John A. Moran, 71, who started his 
fire-fighting career as a volunteer, has 
retired from the Johnstown department. 

“I think it’s time for me to retire. 
I’m 71,” commented Moran. He said 
he plans to spend his spare time fishing 
with his three grand- 
children. 

It was the second time within a month 
that Moran submitted his resignation to 
Johnstown City Council. The first let- 
ter of resignation followed on the heels 
of a dispute with a restaurant. Moran 
had blocked a renovation project, de- 
claring the type of wood construction 
constituted a fire hazard in downtown 
Johnstown. 

The restaurant firm took the matter 
to court and obtained an injunction pro- 
hibiting the city from blocking work on 
the project. 

Moran’s last resignation, however, 
was not attributed to this flareup. He 
recently had suffered ill health and was 
planning to retire. 

Until city council names a new chief, 
Assistant Chief Walter Kephart will 
direct the department. 

Mayor Walter E. Rose of Johnstown, 
on behalf of council, expressed his regret 
over Moran’s resignation. The chief is 
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credited with building the city’s force 
into an up-to-date, efficient department. 
Moran joined the city fire department 
when it was first organized in June, 
1906. Prior to that he served as a 
yolunteer fireman. He was made a cap- 
tain only a few days after joining the 
force. He was appointed assistant chief 
June 1, 1923, and moved up to chief 
January 3, 1937. He has won wide- 
spread recognition in fire-fighting work 
and for his mutual aid activities. 
GLENN SEASE. 


Chief V. H. Veit Honored 

Fire Chief Victor H. Veit, for 31 years 
head of the Stamford, Conn., Fire De- 
partment, was tendered a_ testimonial 
dinner by members of the Stamford 
Kiwanis Club, local business men and 
visiting fire officials at the Hotel Daven- 
port on Nov. 14th. 

Eulogizing the veteran chief Stam- 
ford’s Mayor Quigley said “The chief 
deserves all your favors; he is a man, a 
gentleman, a good citizen, and a good 
fire chief. Fire Chief Stuart Potter, of 
Greenwich, Conn., a lifelong friend and 
coworker, also praised the chief, empha- 
sizing the reciprocal arrangements in- 
stituted by Chief Veit between Stamford 
and neighboring fire forces. 

Chief Veit became a regular fireman 
in 1895 and was one of the organizers 
of the Fire Chiefs’ Emergency Plan of 
Westchester County, N. Y., which later 
became the pattern for similar mutual 
aid organizations in Connecticut. 

Deputy Chief Charles H. Speh, a 44- 
year-old veteran of the Department, has 
been retired by the Board of Trustees 
of the Pension Fund, as of October 1, 
the day he reached his sixty-fifth birth- 
day. The deputy chief was made a regu- 
lar fireman on February 25, 1907. 
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World Wide Fire News 


By Roi B. Woolley 











Reds Urged to Sabotage—Bore Into Unions 

In Europe, particularly France, com- 
munists are openly being urged to 
sabotage the war defenses by means of 
fire and other elements. Although no 
definite proof has been discovered, re- 
ports in this country claim that more 
radical elements of red organizations, 
which have largely gone underground, 
are also operating here to sabotage vital 
industries and facilities, such as the rail- 
roads. 

In a recent speech in E. Berlin, Benoit 
Franchon, before the pro-Soviet World 
Federation of Trade Unions, openly 
proclaimed a policy of infiltrating agents 
into non-Communist labor groups in 
order to sabotage Western rearmament. 
“Western military programs must be 


crippled at all costs,” he told 200 offi- | 


cials of the Red federation, citing New 
York dock strikes. “It is very symp- 
tomatic,” he declared proudly, “that 
30,000 dockers carried on a strike for 
three weeks in New York against the 
leadership of their own trade unions as 
well as against the employers and the 
State.” 

Meanwhile Governor Thomas E. 
Jewey has ordered a searching inves- 
tigation into the New York dock situa- 
tion, while security measures to protect 
the piers and wharves against fire and 
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Don't let anyone sell 
you a resuscitator 


Until you have investigated them all . . 


For your whole community depends on you to buy 
the very best in life-saving equipment. 


And the best resuscitator sells itself on merit. Com- 
pare every make, and such comparison will show 
you why so many leading authorities consider the 
features incorporated in the Stephenson Resuscitator 
the best. 


We do not believe in sweeping claims of superiority. 
Our principals, with over 20 years of experience in 
the field, base Stephenson’s superiority on one thing: 
It does more for the patient! 


With it you control the operating pressures and the 
oxygen-air concentrations. You can do a better job 
of protecting the men in your charge and your 
whole community from the hazards of smoke, gas, 
drowning, and the like. 


We would be pleased to arrange 
a demonstration of the Stephen- 
son Resuscitator for you, or to 
send you detailed literature... . 
Simply contact: 
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500-Gallon Equipment Mounted on Ford Chassis Recently Delivered to Taylorville, Illinois 


CENTRAL FIRE TRUCK CORP. 


4437 Manchester Avenue, St. Louis 10, Missouri 
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SIRENO’S NEW 
“AUTOMATIC ROCKET” 
SGA. 











THE LARGEST AND MOST POWERFUL VEHICLE SIREN— 
IT’S TRULY EARTH SHAKING! 
CLEAR THE ROAD WITH SAFETY FOR YOUR APPARATUS 


WHEN YOU WANT THE BEST—SPECIFY “SIRENO” 
The Leading Name in SIRENS Since 1908 
Also many other sizes and styles including AIR RAID SIRENS 


Send to Dept. No. 27 for Free Catalog 


SIRENO COMPANY INC. 


214 WILLIAM STREET NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 

















PACIFIC PUMPERS 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 PORTABLE FIRE-FICHTERS 


The sure-start- 
ing WA-T, 

; newest of the 
famous Pacific Pumpers and 
already an outstanding suc- 
cess in both private and £ 
public forest use, is light 2 
enough to be carried by ‘ Wy 
hand to source of water, ’ 
booster tank location, or fire 
area. It delivers 22 g.p.m. 
at 50 p.s.i. or 14 g.p.m. at % 
300 p.s.i., throws a high», 
pressure fog for smothering ~ > 
tactics. Self-priming, posi- AN 
tive displacement rotary ™_ 
pump, driven by 4-cycle air- 
cooled engine, gives you power and 
portability that mean real tire protec- 
tion over a wide area. 
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other sabotage are being strengthened, 
it is reported. 

. “« 
Two 4-Engined Transports Crash—Three Die 

Two 4-engined transport planes op 
training flights, one flying blind on jp. 
struments, crossed tails in a crash 2, 
feet above Oakland, Calif., airport, op 
November 7, last. One transport spun 
to earth and exploded, killing its crew 
of three and burning nine persons jp 
automobiles near the crash scene. The 
other plane with three aboard, managed 
to make a safe landing across the Bay 
at San Francisco airport. 

Both planes were reported cruising at 
180 MPH at the time. The Overseas 
National plane was a few feet higher 
than a California-Eastern ship and the 
latter’s vertical stabilizer cut through the 
fuselage of the other plane, slicing of 
its tail assembly, whereupon it crashed 
and flashed into flames on the highway 
almost amid a number of automobiles, 
Fire fighters and rescue workers were 
quickly on the scene but occupants oj 
the Overseas plane were beyond saving, 

* * * 
Crash Crewmen Killed in Plane Blast 


Eight persons, two of them American 
airmen, were killed and at least a dozen 
others injured in explosions and fires set 
off by the crash of a bomb-laden BY 
Superfort November 19, at an air base 
near Yakota, 30 miles west of Tokyo, 

The heroism of the crash and rescue 
crews prevented the explosions and fires 
from spreading to a nearby fuel dump 
and a Japanese village. All the dead 
were members of the crash crews. 

The plane swerved off the runway and 
crashed on take-off with a full load of 
bombs aboard. As crash crews raced 
to put out the fires, a bomb exploded 
with a terrific blast. Reports said at 
least two other blasts followed. All 
members of the crew of the plane re- 
portedly escaped but three suffered in- 
juries. 

Crash crew fire fighters, not incapaci- 
tated by the initial blast, kept right on 
fighting to prevent involvement of the 
big fuel dump and the village. 

® @ «ss 
From the World News Ticker 


An explosion in a new coal mine in 
Kavford, W. Va., October 31, last, killed 
twelve men. Forty rescue worker 
fought through gas, fallen rock and 
debris blocking passageway of United 
Mine No. 1, to bring out victims. ... 
Bertha Aubrey, 44-year-old mother oi 
8 children of Ottawa, Ont., carried out 
three of her children when fire involved 
the basement of her home. Others were 
able to escape or were away from home 

. . As thousands of church goers it 
Newport, R. I., watched a Navy jet plane 
it exploded in midair on November 4 
The pilot and parts of plane fell on the 
estate of Mrs. Wm. Greenough. No firt 
resulted. ... A Chicago & Southern Air- 
lines Constellation airplane carrying % 
passengers and crew landed safely 3t 
Moisant International Airport, New Or 
leans, after circling the airfield for mort 
than two hours because of a faulty 
landing gear. Three fire units and two 
crash trucks stood by at the airport. . 

A 150 Ib. fuel tank fell from an F84 jet 
plane at Columbus, O., November 18th, 
missing a house by 15 ft. No one was 
injured—no fire... . A fire in a motiot 
picture theatre at “Cuenca, Ecuador of 
November 18th, claimed the lives of 14 
children under the age of 12. Shortt 
circuit, claimed firemen. . . . The entife 
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zthened fire brigade in Akers, central Sweden, 
"Iias resigned because spectators inter- AT T fa £ Hi t A D Oo e YO U we 

fered with their work and “said nasty 
ee Dig | things” about them.... In Philadelphia, 


nes Penn., fire on November 13 destroyed 
| on in 14,000 to 17,000 parcel post packages 
4 4 > om taser ¢ le Fd aia 
sh 2,00) aboard a Pennsylvania Railroad bag- . * « 


gaze car as it was being pulled out of | 
the main P.O. Caused by electric arc 


“ oan that flashed from the overhead power you need a good 


sons inf ine. here it was touched by a pente- 
sons 

. The graph of the electric engine pull ing the 

° “Tbaggage car... . J A force of 151 armed LEADER See 


lanaged 
HART SHUT-OFF NOZZLE 


ort, on 





he Bay guards riding in jeeps, equipped with 
4) f adios, now patrol the watershed areas 
north of New York City, key to its 


— aiwater supply. Reservoirs, aqueducts THREADED TO SUIT 
hi he and pumping stations in the Catskill and eS th 

nd Croton watersheds are guarded on 24- it — ion ond tepliocend 
ugh the hour bases against sabotage. reputation for long, dependable, 


‘ing of * * * rugged service. 


crashed | Sydney Menaced by Bush Fires 
NEW YORK FIRE DEPT. 


ighway In November, raging bush fires swept 


nobiles up to the suburbs of Sydney, Australia, STYLE SHUT-OFF NOZZLE 


ante al and, despite efforts of fire- fighters, de- WITH PLAIN TIP 
savie stroyed up to sixty houses, a church, 
§ T factory and scores of poultry houses. This dependable Shut-Off Leader 
A 50-mile-an-hour wind fanned the comes in the 2!/2” size. It is built 
flames that have been raging for weeks to stand up and function perfectly 
merican § in country districts of New South Wales. under the most rugged treatment. 
1 dozen{ November 15th was reportedly the The Fire Service has learned to 
fires set | Worst day of fires in the history of Syd- depend on this nozzle for more 
en B2| ney, great port of over 1,500,000 persons. than 50 years. 


ir base] At Lambton colliery, near Newcastle 


Tokyo} north of Sydney, a powder magazine SACHEM LEADER LINE 


rescue} blew up killing one of 25 miners who SHUT-OFF NOZZLE 
nd firesf had just left the magazine to fight a 
| dump fre. At Coonamble, a mother and four Comes in |'/2" size for hose con- 
e dead§ children plunged into a dam to save nections. Tip end chemical thread. 
3, their lives when a bushfire destroyed The Sachem Leader line shut-off 
yay and their homestead. nozzle has earned an enviable rec- 
load of Most of the fires around Sydney were ord, It is truly a leader. It is one 
aced up Teported under control late on the 15th, shut-off nozzle you can order and 
cploded | but the hazard of other fires remained be assured you are getting your 
said at acute. money's worth. 
|. All cee iceaemenaimenied 3 ‘ 

° ° Investigate Powhatan's famous line 
ane | Cooperation Does It in Berkeley of Brase Fire Fighting Equipment. 


red in- 
Not every fire chief is fortunate enough 
capaci | to secure cooperation of industry in his 
ght on] protection district. That cooperation can } 
of the} take many forms, besides the friendly 
getting together of plant and municipal 
fire forces. There are almost as many 
different plans of cooperation as there 


- sare plant managers and fire chiefs. 
e kcilled 4; Berkeley, Calif., Fire Chief William 
’ Meinheit gets a high degree of coopera- 
a tion because he goes out after it. For ond Eede) WORKS 
x anti example, take the Cutter Laboratories 


United tof that city. Like many other concerns RANSON , WEST VIRGINIA 























s ae , > Y 
* **'f it publishes an interesting house organ : 
wy - called the “Microscope,” which reaches Phones 93 & 94 Charles Town, West Virginia 
le Poor all its employes. Established 1892 
dps a The plant also has a fire brigade—of 
phe which management is proud, but not too / 
~ # proud to enlist the cooperation of the ZL h In Wh U 
: pies Berkeley Fire Department in making it ids ten to t @ en ¢ be i 
‘ outstanding. 
pony ait was only natural that the editor of From Coast to Coast... 
icroscope, just before Fire Prevention . . ° . A. d i 
~ Week, should seize upon the plant fire ag ee a = ~~; Chiefs . . . Wwarge 
in brigade as a fit subject for a feature To rotect eT WER On to CERTIFICATE of MERIT 
ely at 2tticle. But he went farther. He in- Save Life, Time and Property. VATE OC 
> cluded in the article the relation of the Boston Fire Fighters Local 
-more§ Plant force to the municipal force. The give them the 718, IAFF, Awarded to 


faulty Microscope ran a pictorial story of the Chief Hugh A. Halligan, 
id two detection of a fire, and what happened Fire Dect’ Ci TRY 
“oe thereafter. It was titled “When There’s ire Dept, City o % 2 


-o4 :+8 2 Fire—Report it Correctly.” Nine 
he? gtaphic photos told the tale, from detec- 10 TOOLS IN ONE—DOES EVERYTHING — Grand Rapids, Mich.: ‘Very 

















ti ze _ > re H " much pleased and satisfied with tools.” 
1c was ion of the blaze by an employe, his re EVERYWHERE Gas te ede eee 
notiong Porting of the fire to the Maintenance | oye y~an—elone— around tool in the fire service. | readily 
lor on Office, and the succeeding steps taken recommend them to any Fire Dept. or 
of 144 tO call the plant and the municipal fire oa ae ee 
ice : Ventilation, e 8, 
Short Services to get speedy action on the ; , trim, collings. 
Shot fire and kill it reefs, floors, trim.  geilings. M.A. HALLIGAN, 1505 Metropolitan Ave., N. Y. 62, N. Y. 
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| New lightweight champion! 
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/ Molded * Fiberglas sets new 
/ standards for protection. 
“se Resilient construction ab- 
sorbs blows;protects neck & spine. 


Naturally insulated against heat. 
Radiation tests indicate 10% cooler 
inside. Acid and chemical resist- 
ant; non-conductor of electricity. 


Greater Comfort: Weighs only 20 
oz. Fully ventilated. Headband as- 
sembly self-shaping like a felt hat. 
Adjustable headband; one size fits 
all heads. Choice of black, red, or 
white in solid, molded colors. 
Write to E. D. Bullard Co., 275 
Eighth St., San Francisco 3, Calif. 


WRITE FOR CIRCULAR 










EVERYTHING 


BULLARD 


iN SAFETY 


© E.0.B.Co. 


FIRST Name in Safety Hats—since 1919 


Distributors in 
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Controlling Fires in Unslaked 
Lime 


| To the Editor: 

What is the proper method of fight- 
ing a fire in a storage lime house with 
unslaked lime? 


c. ©. 
Answer: Many factors enter into the 
problem of controlling a fire involving 
a warehouse filled with unslaked lime. 


In the first place, what is the con- 
struction of the warehouse? Is it built 
of combustible materials? 

Then the stage of the fire, or its ex- 
tent, must be known before fire fighting 
procedure can be indicated 

If the fire is in its early stages, and 
if the part which is afire can be reached 
with fog streams, fog would be the most 
effective agent. It extinguishes the fire 
without too much excess water and thus 
prevents slaking of much of the lime. 
\ fairly fine under pressure 
is needed. This type of fog prevents too 
much runoff of water, and at the same 
time quickly brings the fire under con- 
trol if it has not reached proportions 
beyond the capabilities of fog 

On the other hand, if the fire has in- 
volved the structure, and large streams 
are needed, then there is little else to do 
than to use such streams to knock 
down the fire and then drain off all water 
possible and keep lines in readiness to 
|prevent reignition of the structure 
| through heating of the lime. 


tog good 


| In some instances, it has been neces- 
sary to completely drench the lime, and 
wash it away with fire streams. This 


results in heavy loss, but where the value 
of the structure is considerably greater 
than the lime stored within it, such pre 
cedure is justified 

Sometimes it is possible to move the 
lime, particularly if in containers, be- 
fore water is applied. Or it may be 
possible to remove lime which would 
likely be exposed to water streams while 
the fire fighting operations are under 
way 

In the event that fog lines are used, 
and the fire brought under control by 
their use, overhauling should be very 
thorough to make sure that dampened 
| lime is removed. 


Supplying Pumper by Ejector 
Action 

| To the Editor: 

| Is it possible to draft water with 
|a 50-foot section of hose in this case: 
| The main feeding our water tower 
| has been damaged by a bomb, so that 
the plug pressure is insufficient to 
fight a fire. A wve connection is used 
at the end of a 50-foot section of hose 
coming from the intake side of the 
750-gallon pumper, with one line 
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leading to the maimed plug and the 
other 50-foot section going to the 
nearby pond. The closest the truck 
can get to the pond is 30 feet. Will 
the jet action from the plug and in- 
take side of pump be enough to create 
the vacuum needed to draft water 
from the pond, or will the water com- 
ing from the plug equalize at the wye 
and half go to the intake side of the 
pump while the other half goes into 
the pond? Will the section of hose 
connected to intake side of the pump 
collapse. 
C..»& & 

Answer: In the problem you give, if 
there is sufficient pressure left at the fire 
hydrant to lift water from the pond by 
ejector action, it is very unlikely that 
any water whatsoever would be drawn 
from the pond. 

The hydrant will supply the pump 
direct. If the pressure at the plug is low, 
and you must depend upon the pump to 
carry the water partly by suction, then 
you are faced with the collapse of the 
hose leading from the wve connection 
to the pumper. 

It might be possible under certain 
limited conditions, to use a regular fire 
department siphon on the hose line, if 
the hydrant pressure is sufficient, and 
thus deliver water from the pond into 
the pumper, together with water from 
the hydrant. But where a wye is em- 
ployed, its operation is not very efficient 
as an ejector, and as stated above, we 
do not believe that the layout is practical. 





Pump Ratings; Spontaneous 
Ignition 
To the Editor: 

[ would appreciate your help in an- 
swering a couple of questions which 
arose recently at the local fire station. 

The first question concerns Class 
A and B pumpers. My interpretation 
of this matter has been that a Class 
A pumper is one which reaches its 
maximum rated capacity at 150 
pounds pressure while a Class B 
pumper is one which reaches its 
maximum rated capacity at 120 
pounds pressure. 

Am I correct in this interpretation 
or are there other factors which I 
have left out, such as condition of the 
apparatus, make, model, year of 
manufacture, etc. 

Another question concerns spon- 
taneous ignition in hay. This ques- 
tion arose after a recent $12,000 barn 
fire in this locality. There is a school 
of thought here which claims that 
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rolled or baled hay will not be sub- 
ject to spontaneous ignition when 
stored in a barn, while, as we all 
know, hay stored in an open mow 
is subject to this condition. 
M. C. S. 


Answer: A Class A pumper is one 
which can deliver its rated capacity at 
150 pounds net pressure; 70% of its rated 
capacity at 200 pounds net pressure and 
50% of its capacity at 250 pounds net 
pressure. 

\ Class B pumper is one which is 
capable of delivering its rated capacity 
at 120 pounds net pressure; 50% of its 
capacity at 200 pounds net pressure and 
334% of its capacity at 250 pounds 
net pressure. 

By net pressure is meant the discharge 
pressure of the pump plus the equivalent 
of the suction lift on the intake side. 

\ pumper may give more than its 
rated capacity at 150 pounds (Class A) 
or at 120 pounds (Class B) if discharge 
pressures lower than these figures are 
maintained. 

\nswering your second question, 
spontaneous ignition will not occur if 
there is opportunity of material involved | 
radiating away heat as it is generated. 
Thus if there is fairly good circulation 
of air around and through the hay, while 
spontaneous heating may occur, it will 
not reach dangerous points because the 
heat is carried away by conduction as 
fast as it is generated. 

In a hay stack, such removal of heat 
may not be rapid enough to keep the 
temperature down. As the temperature 
the rate of heat generation in- 
creases rapidly, and the point may be 
reached where the material is ignited. 

Where hay is baled, there is almost 
certain to be spaces around the individ- 
ual bales permitting circulation of air, 
and in this way heat will be carried away 
as it is generated within the bale and 
the possibility of spontaneous ignition is 
indeed small. 

The structure of a typical hay stack 
does not favor the escape of heat, and 
under the right conditions, spontaneous 
heating and ignition may occur. 





rises, 


Fire Started by Sun's Rays 
To the Editor: 

I would like to have your opinion 
regarding the cause of a fire we had | 
here last October. | 

The fire occurred on the outside of 
a dwelling house at the kitchen 
where there were about eight gallon 
jugs standing, some filled with water 
and the others empty. These glass 
jugs were standing close to a card- 
board box which in turn was stand- 
ing against the building which in- 
cidentally was covered with tarpaper | 
shingles. 

As I was unable to determine any 
other cause of the fire I came to the 
conclusion that it could be caused, 
and probably was caused by the rays 
of the sun causing enough heat pass- 
ing through the glass jugs to ignite 
the box which, in turn, ignited the 
shingles and caused the fire. 

In your opinion do you think this 


Please 
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NOT THAT ONE CURLEY...IT DOESN’T HAVE TO BE DUMPED 
AND REFILLED EACH YEAR! 


Maintenance costs for Ansul Dry Chemi- 
cal Fire Extinguishers are negligible. No 
annual recharge is necessary. Ansul 
“PLUS-FIFTY” Dry Chemical maintains 
its superior fire-killing characteristics in- 
definitely and factory-filled Ansul 
gas pressure cartridges are guaranteed 





Vour Best Choice 
on Every Count! 
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"A Independent 
Pumps 

(i 


Here is the only two-stage pump with 
the top effectiveness for every fire fight- 
ing problem! The Barton-American 
DMA has two impellers, each indepen- 
dently shafted and geared. Either will 
operate alone if the other should be 
damaged. One impeller delivers high 
volume at normal pressure . . . the other 
delivers normal high pressures . . . oper- 
ating together they produce extremely 
high pressures for fog gun service at 
moderate engine speeds. 


Operating 
Characteristics 


BATTLE CREEK 


SEE PAGE 100! 


against leakage. 

Ansul Extinguishers are your best pro- 
tection for flammable liquid, gas and 
electrical fires. They save you money 
two ways . . . lower fire losses (includ- 
ing lost production time) ... and lower 
maintenance costs. 





BARTON-AMERICAN 


DUPLEX-MULTISTAGE 


CENTRIFUGAL FIRE PUMP 








No other two-stage pump is equally 
versatile. No other pump will give your 
department more dependability,or more 
years of service. Ask for bulletin 8733. 





Canadian Apparatus Plant: 
American-Marsh Pumps (Canada) Ltd. 
Stratford, Ontario, Canada 


U.S.A. 






Canadian Sales Representative: 
C. E. Hickey & Sons, Ltd. 
Hamilton, Ontario 
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cause is possible. I might add that , : . regu 
b f N y the fire occurred at about 10:30 A. M. Power failure is no light matter! apes 
at which time the sun was shining di- = 


rectly at the jugs I mentioned. 































engi 

I might also add that the fire was of 1 

S M b | hy 4 [ F x really moving when we arrived and old. 
had ignited the building adjacent, noe 

about 10 feet separating the two and 

| buildings. I think we made a good in e 

stop as the total damage was slightly Vv 

less than $1,000. — 


| 
| 
1. ™ tion 
for E ve ry N eed! | Answer: The concentration of sun rays FAIRBANKS MOoRSE 7 
* | through bottles of a certain shape, filled Generating Sets A 






with water, will start fires. Mil 

. There are on record a number of in- “ , a si 
Sprinkler stoppers — tongs | stances where sun rays passing through a a hav 
revent unnecessar amaae globular water containers in drug store : gee pec 
P nu 9 | windows have set fire to articles in the yg traffic acci- yea 
caused by water after a fire is | show windows. It is very likely that yo p it of th — ano 
extinguished or from acci- | your opinion as to the cause of the fire ee aa Bed magpie nea 
- : in question is correct. a deli 

dental breaking of a sprinkler. Sun rays concentrated through orna- wai yo = rit Karl 
| mental glass windows have also been : a ee the 

Th hold th + til th found to cause fires. lawsuits and sar ove ig debts. , pie 
ey no e warer unti e The late Chief Tom Dougherty, who Pay ~ — See aoe ae con 
control valve is closed and the ae be charge of fire protection at the oteietend o th hove @ Selbent \ 
° World’s Fair, encountered such an in- 4 : sin, 

broken sprinkler replaced. stance. The fire was found burning in a Reecaser age Sap Mengerngms #5 A loc: 
the upper part of a structure, and there / one 


: . . : line service is halted. 
FIRE DEPA RTM E NT TY PE | was apparently nothing in the neighbor- A Fairbenks-Morse Generating Set is der 

hood to cause the fire. Chief Dougherty the cheapest insurance you can buy! \ 
figured that possibly concentration of Ask your local Fairbanks-Morse dealer pul 
sun rays through the ornamental glass to show you why. Or write Fairbanks, 


is made to fit window caused the blaze, and as a re- Morse & Co., Chicago 5, Iil. wa 
practi cally | sult, had the area watched subsequently. : op 
every make of An identical fire occurred later on from &) Rom 
sgetaiier, Pro. | P* ome couse. FAIRBANKS-MORSE, as 
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each, f.o.b. Chicago. (Continued from page 995) ab 
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ice and this time and from time to 


P 0 L E T Y P E $ T 0 P P E K S | time expect to have more added. | oo 
Units are mobile with 500 G.P.M. Factory Mutuals’ and ol 
For sprinklers pumps with hove and accessories. Underwriters’ Labora- pu 


Since the cessation of hostilities of Ses? 

1 in upright or World War II, we have had to wait a er a 
inverted posi- from twelve to fourteen months for | to 

tion. Mea- delivery. We have had local firms es 

hined ial within our state fabricate our appara- in 

cnined specie tus for us because they can promise m 

for various shorter delivery. Py 

brands and Frank F. Schroeder, Chief, Everett, | ar 

); of Wash.: The municipal funds available pt 








t ; 
YP rk to us will permit the replacement of 
sprinkters. old wornout equipment. Any apparatus 


Price: $6.80 we purchase will be obtained on a | sa 
each, f.o.b. basis of suitability for regular service. | ne 
Chicago for Public opinion will probably force | m 








to 10 us to wait for federal aid. The feeling ke 
po es up o| is that the taxpayers of municipalities | ee g 
feet in length. should not be burdened with the full | 
mY Cn lg San ah Immediate Deliery : 
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tion further complicated by the in- - tl 
ability of apparatus builders to supply ti 
SEEGER rs if and when we raise the necessary 0 
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Edward E. Wischer, Chief, Milwaukee, EXTINGUISHER Wi 
MANUFACTURING C0 Wis.: The Milwaukee Fire Depart- C 
. oe is a component part of the Civil COMPANY c 
DIVISION OF efense Committee and accordingly e 
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. L. Doucette, Inc. equipment, etc., but special apparatus : 
3610 South Morgan Street or equipment is not contemplated as KEYPORT, N. 5. 4 
Chi 8. Iino: part of the fire department activity. t 
icago 5, lilinois We are engaged in a replacement 
program for our apparatus so that a ALL-OUT-ALL-OUT-ALL-OUT - ALL-OUT ' 
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regular 20-year replacement for all 
apparatus will be in effect. We have 
made rapid strides in this direction 
since 1945, with 25 of our 34 pumping 
engines less than 8 years old and 14 
of 18 aerial trucks less than 10 years 
old. The city is providing funds so 
that the complete turnover will be 
accomplished in the next few years 
and the replacement program will be 
in effect. 

We are purchasing this equipment 
without regard to outside assistance as 
being necessary for the proper protec- 
tion of the citizens of our community 
for normal operations. 

As you can see from the foregoing, 
Milwaukee will not be in too serious 
a situation if apparatus is delayed. We 


have two pumpers on order and ex- 
pect delivery about the first of the 
year, and expect to place orders for 


and aerial in the 
with probably one-year 


another engine 
near future, 
delivery. 

Karl L. Evans, Chief, Reno, Nev.: At 
the moment we have three reserve 
pieces of apparatus. These are triple 
combinations. 

We will have to build two new 
single engine company stations and re- 
locate one double engine company and 
one single ladder company. The lad- 
der will have to be purchased. 

We have no defense program for 
purchasing equipment. 

I would suggest that inexpensive 
water carrying equipment be devel- 
oped for defense work. 

Romey L. Rudd, Chief, Fort Smith, 
Ark.: We do not contemplate pur- 
chasing any additional apparatus on 
our own. 

Unless Congress makes funds avaiil- 
able to assist in purchasing more ap- 
paratus we wil have to make out with 
what we now have. There is not much 
we can do as our city is unable finan- 
cially to furnish all of the funds to 
purchase more apparatus. 

C. N. Carrell, Chief, Santa Monica, Cal.: 
The only plan we have made in respect 
to fire apparatus for civil defense is an 
estimate of pieces of equipment needed 
in the event federal funds are ever 
made available for such purposes. 
Peacetime plans are to replace aged 
apparatus at regular intervals. This 
program began in 1948 with the pur- 
chase of a 1250 gallon triple combina- 
tion engine. A second engine of the 
same type is on order for delivery 
next May. Future purchases will be 
made about every five years, thus 
keeping the apparatus purchase pro- 
gram going. 

This city plans to wait in the hope 
that Congress will ultimately vote 
funds for joint purchase of fire appara- 
tus for civil defense purposes. 

If Congress continues to turn down 
appropriation requests from Federal 
Civil Defense Administration for the 
purchase of fire apparatus, I am of 
the opinion that should the war situa 
tion become critical this city and many 
others will find themselves in a diffi- 
cult position. 

William T. Shaw, Chief, New Britain, 
Conn.: No purchase of apparatus for 
civil defense is planned. We are well 
equipped at the present time with one 
piece of apparatus on order. 

Charles B. Kuhl, Chief, Sioux City, Ia.: 
We are going ahead with our peace- 
time program as we have only two 
pieces to go to replace. 

We have made application for one 
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| Champion Fire Pumps 
| 44 PAGE BOOKLET of 
| FIRE APPARATUS & FIRE PUMPS 
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DESIGNED BY FIREMEN 
FOR YOU | 


300 Watt 110 Volt Floodmaster 





Light. Burnished cast aluminum 
lamp housing and base. Hubbel | 
twist lock male connector in base. 
Weighs only six pounds. Use 
with your 110 volt generator or 
plug into neighbor's outlet for | 
plenty of light at every fire. 


$21.00 


ARGUSLITE = 


BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT, PENNA 
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BAR-WAY 
HOSE COUPLINGS 


FOR 3?4’° AND 1” BOOSTER 
AND HIGH PRESSURE 
FOG LINES 


STREAMLINED 
FULL FLOW 


INTERNAL 
EXPANSION 


ACCURATELY 
MACHINED 


REMOUNTABLE 


For maximum 
efficiency, 
economy and 
protection specify Bar-Way 
couplings attached to hose of 
proper size. Endorsed by 


leading hose manufacturers 
and demanded by more and 
more fire departments. 


BAR-WAY MFG. CO., STAMFORD, CONN. 
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Throw Your Sunday 


Make your “first-due”’ 
“Wetter Water Wagon.” 
fire immediately 
1" line 


water.” Records show you can put 


truck a 
Attack the 
with a booster or 
charged with “wetter 
-Or maintain 
lay in 


out most of your fires- 
a foothold 
heavy lines. 

Put Unox Penetrant “Wetter 
Water” in your booster tank today 
or proportion it into your lines. Write 
for the pamphlet “‘Miami Wetter 
. Water Wagon” (F-7247). 


UNOX 


Vede More 


while you your 


PENETRANT 


Unox is a trade-mark of Union Carbide 
and Carbon Corporation 


CARBIDE ano CARBON CHEMICALS COMPANY 


A Division of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation 
30 East 42nd St. New York 17, N. Y. 








Over 300 
models 
to choose 
from! 


We're referring to the “U.S.” line, 
of course. Over 300 Electric Plant 
models to choose from! “U.S.” 
builds units from % to 150 kw, 
AC and DC. Backed by 60 years 


of manufacturing experience. 


Write for literature 


United States Motors Corp. 
430 Nebraska St. 
Dept. B $ 
Oshkosh, 
Wis. 














E. P. Feaster, 


750-gallon pumping engine through 
the Civilian Defense Program. 
If we do not accomplish this, it 


won't bother us with our present setup. 
We have been figuring on one or two 
additional companies, but at this time 


we cannot tell when that will take 
place. 
W. J. Henderson, Chief, Galveston, 


Tex.: The City of Galveston in 1948, 
1949 and 1950, replaced with two ex- 
ceptions all of its old equipment. With 
regard to Civil Defense, I think the 
city will have to wait until money is 
available to purchase any added equip- 
ment. In case of attack in this area, 
the fire department will be taxed to 
its utmost. 


Wayne E. Swanson, Chief, Rockford, 


Ill.: Our present plan for the purchase 
of fire equipment is the same as nor- 
mal peacetime replacement. We now 
are in the process of purchasing one 
85-foot aerial ladder and one 750-gal- 
lon pumper. 

The City of Rockford is financially 
in about the same shape as most cities 
in the United States. It is impossible 
for us to buy apparatus other than 
normal replacements, and it places 
quite a burden on the City Treasurer 
at this time. 

If Congress continues to turn down 
apparatus requests for fire apparatus, 
we will be seriously handicapped try- 
ing to protect a city with over 100,000 
population with the contingent of 
equipment we now have. 

At the present time we are under- 
manned and underequipped because of 
the growth of our city, and the handi- 
cap of limiting finances has made addi- 
tions to the fire department almost 
impossible. 

Vith Rockford the largest manufac- 
turer of small tools in the world, and 
with the increased talk of America be- 
ing bombed, it seems to me that the 
Congress of the United States should 
be vitally interested in the purchase 
of fire equipment for the protection of 
our cities. 


Walter H. Kammann, Chief, St. Louis, 


will 
sO 


Mo.: We continue to purchase 
apparatus that all our apparatus 
will be under the twenty year age 
limit. , 

We won't be in a difficult position 
as far as normal peacetime protection 
prevails. We would, however, be in 
a very difficult position in case of an 
atomic attack. 

Our plans are based on our present 
active and reserve equipment. 
Chief, Lincoln, Neb.: 
Our present plans do not call for any 
additional fire apparatus in regards to 


Civil Defense. Our peacetime plan- 
ning is carried on in the same manner 
as it was before the advent of Civil 


Defense 

Our city is going ahead on its own 
and purchasing apparatus as necessity 
and peacetime planning call for. 

We do not contemplate any diffi- 
culty in the purchase of fire apparatus 
in the event that Congress continues 
to turn down appropriation requests, 
due to the fact that that our apparatus 
purchase is planned ahead for several 
years. 


James O. Billings, Chief, Gary, Ind.: 


Ind.: We need two pieces of appara- 
tus for peacetime operation. We will 
not be able to purchase anything for 
Civilian Defense unless Congress 
makes appropriation for such equip- 
ment. 
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JANESVILLE QUALITY 
TURN OUT CLOTHING 


Our turnout suits are giving excellent 
satisfaction in most of the large fire 
departments throughout the U. S. and 
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GEYSER 
DELUGE 
DECh PIPE 


FOR 






Mount on apparatus or install wherever permanent 


fire protection is needed. Ideal for lumber ya 
stock yards, industrial plants, docks, etc. 


Geyser Deluge Deck Pumps have a full hori- 


zontal sweep of 360°, and a vertical range of 
10° below and 60° above horizontal. Bronze ball 
bearing movement—locks in any position. Direct 


threaded or bolt type flange bases available. 


Tips are straight bored for maximum distance 
and stream efficiency — 114", 


1%” or 2” discharge 
furnished as standard. 


Contact your Wooster B 


WOOSTER 


COMPANY 


WOOSTER OHIO 


Manufacturers of a Complete Line of 
Distinctive Fire Fighting Equipment 


It will help if you mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 


HIGH VELOCITY, 


INSTALLATIONS 


Representative or write direct. 
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GcuzZe Rochester Fires 
7 —— -_ (Continued from page 983) FFICIAL 


THE AIR CONDITIONING in tok & ook Dee 6 Ae 


| Patched by radio to Kodak. 
Fl ~ FE HO S FE D R y F R 1:39 PM—Received call by radio from 
BC 2 for second alarm on 
Kodak fire. Dispatched Engs. 
2, 3, 5; Lad. 3, BC4. Also City 


ambulance and Eastern am- 
x bulance with doctors. 
1:50 PM—Sent two more Eastern am- 
bulances. 
1:58 PM—Barnard Fire Dept. (County) 
filled in at Eng. 24. 
2:03 PM—Restricted alarm put into 
effect. 
4 PM—Eng. 8 to Eng. 10. 
4 PM—Gates-Chili (County) Fire 
Dept. filled in at Eng. 18. 
2:15 PM—Eng. 14, Lad. 1, to Eng. 5 and 
Lad. 3. 
2:21 PM—Radio call for two pumpers 
and two ladder trucks. Dis- 
patched Engs. 14 and 18; Lad. 
1 and 6. 
Eng. 23 and Lad. 10 to Eng. 





:26 PM 





32 PM—Eng. 16 to ‘Eng. 10. 
34 PM—St. Paul Blvd. Fire Dept 
(County) to Eng. 16. 


te bo 
woo 





























" 2: PM—Eng. 25 to Eng. 22. 
y 2: PM—Laurelton Fire Dept. (County) 
to Eng. 25. ; hes 
2:50 PM—Notified County companies to Actual Size No. 5822 
Patented stand by. 
G Civeut-Lir to the patented. clectetenity 3:12 PM—Received call from Asst. Dir. 
operated hose dryer which circulates of Civil Defense. Alert hos- 
prewarmed fresh air through coiled pital staffs to stand by. 
ynt wet hose at the rate of 5 to 6 air 3:39 PM—-Request from Car i100 for all 
4 changes per minute. It’s designed to available gas masks and 
ire lengthen hose life, improve the ap- oxygen. Trucks were dis- 
a4 pearance and functional design of patched to pick up oxygen at 
new fire houses, and to save floor General, St. Mary’s, Genesee, 
iY space and hard work. No other dry- Highland and Park Ave. Hos- 
ing method is so fast—so economical pitals. Masks were picked up 
IN —so easy to use. | from Laurelton, Chili, Gates- 
| Chili (County departments), 
WRITE FOR CATALOG TODAY | and several city companies, 
and sent to the fire. 
3:40 PM—Gas & Electric Corp. notified Actual Size No. 7414 
0 THE (f CORPORATION to send all available equip- 
m ment. 
nese 4:18 PM—Request from Dep. Chief Foos 
: 575 East Milwaukee Detroit 2, Michigan for liebtine equipment. Noti- 
S$. $$$ fied Gates-Chili, Chili, St. Paul | OF YO 
— CCC CSS EE EE EEESESEOEEEEEEEE —, ee ne ng oo 
e . =i Hast Rochester, srighton, 
e 3 H . Henrietta and West Brighton 
. The Fireman’s Choice ei (Guants teress). ASSOCIATI 
e 4:30 PM-—-Request for additonal light- 


ing equipment. Dispatched 
Fairport, Penfield, Church- 
ville, Spencerport, Genesee 


cin H Valley, Rush and Ridge- 
’ When he needs it—where he needs it Saket ata, | / 
4:31 PM—Bernard emergency ambulance * 


and Rush ambulance respond 
to Kodak fire. | 
5:06 PM—Eng. 4 and Lad. 2 to fire. | 


5:06 PM—Lad. 10 to fire. . 5822 

5:07 PM—-Greece-Ridge, Milton, —orn Roll d6 Id 0 K id 
Grandview, Brockport, North le 

} Greece (County) lighting — . $8.5 14 Kt. Go $55.00 

equipment dispatched. 


Model 700 5:19 PM—Box 832—alarm of fire (re- No. 7414 
sponse not indicated). 


2000-foot 5:30 PM- Reserve apparatus Engs. 13, | Rolled Gold $1.00-14 Kt. Gold $3.50 


17, 22 and 23 on duty. 















| a 4 oe, 
PM—Lad. 4 to Lad. 3. Plus 20% Federal Tax 
NS beam | 6:31 PM—Brighton No. 2 (County) to to 
w } Lad. 4. . . 
Most powerful, heavy-duty 6:39 PM—Received calls for medical aid Satisfaction or money refunded. 
| £ its si from County Car at Kodak 
hand lamp of its size. Ad- | fire. Referred call to medical 





nee justable 6-inch head. Op- units under H. Bareham. 
rds, : f mun 6:50 PM—Checked with Car 100—Ad- 
GPGTSS CR TOUT SEREETS | vised that no further equip- 
socks No. 6 dry cells. ment needed at present. 
a 10:00 PM—tTelephone alarm of fire 1881 
ball a } Highland Ave.—Engs. 15, 19; 
ail Model 211 Brighton 2 (County) BC 2. 
i Companies reported back be- 
1500-foot tween 10:19 and 10:41 PM. 
ince | 
4", beam November 11 
sa 8:57 AM—Engs. 15, 19: Brighton 2 
. . : (County), BC 3 to 72 Hinsdale | 
Popular price, light weight, i Geet cients 
easy to carry. Adjustable 11:10 AM—All Group 1 personnel dis- | 
5-inch head. Operated on missed by Battalion Chiefs. 
rass 1:00 PM—AIl County lighting units ser H 
ect. two standard lantern bat- back to Kodak sae Standard since 1879 
teries. 6:48 PM—Box 314—Engs. 23, 3, 1: Lad. | 
, 1; BC 4; Dep. Chf RRL. JOHN O. VEIT 
Write for folder on complete information on these and Ave. Apartment. President 


U-C LITE MANUFACTURING CO. the local situation gets too bad and a great num- 


1041 West Hubbard Street aioe / ‘i oon ponin ame ° —— § » ar a 

ct, apparatus is sent by phone o 
Chicago 22, Illinois apts’ hex calls to relieve the radio of all pos- 
sible load. 





Cc. G. BRAXMAR CO., Inc. 
216 E. 45th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 


other Big Beam dry-cell and storage-battery models. | ie Seneiaad atiatt” inset tein: dian whan | 





} 
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always SPECIFY | 





the world's best 


LIFE NET 


in use in thousands of depart- 
ments—time tried and proven— 
as the best and fastest means of 
rescue. All drop-forged hinges, 
with spring recoil mechanism 
like that on modern artillery. 
Specify ATLAS LIFE NETS on 


all new apparatus! 


ATLAS 


27 WARREN ST., 


SAFETY 

EQUIPMENT 
, INC. 

NEW pened a & Ve 





DO YOU NEED LIGHT? 
STEADY BRIGHT LIGHT? 
DEPENDABLE LIGHT? 











WHEAT *vremaws SPOTLIGHT 


WHEAT LIGHTS HAVE: 
Steady Power — because of special 
battery construction. 


Reliable Light — because of longer 
burning bulbs. 


Proven Service—Used by Fire fight- 
ers for 25 years. 


For Details: Consult your dealer or write 


KOEHLER MFG. CO. 
MARLBORO, MASS.. U.S. A. 








We shall appreciate 








6:57 PM—2-2-2 314 (Second alarm)— 
Engs. 7, 5; Lad. 5, 3; C2. 
Sent ambulance with doctor. 
7:11 PM—Relocating. Eng. 19-Eng. 1 


(back at 9:16 PM); 
Eng. 23 (back at 9: 
Lad. 9-Lad. 2 (back at 10: 16 
PM); Eng. 21-Eng. 4 (back 
at 10:46 PM). 

PM—Eastern ambulance to Box 314, 

PM—Brighton No. 1 (County) to 
Eng. 

PM—Chili 


1-3 
oer 


Fire Dept. (County) to 
Gates; Gates-Chili No. 2 
(County) to Eng. 21; Chili 
No. 2 to Chili 1 (County); Clif- 
ton to Gates-Chili (County) 
to cover up. 

PM—Lad. 8 returned from Kodak 
fire to locate at Lad. 10. R 
turned to quarters at 
PM. 

PM—Fairport ladder truck (County) 
to Lad. 3 Rochester. 

PM—Penfield Fire 
to Brighton 

PM—Tele phone 


a 
= 
i) 


a 
a 
4] 


Dept. (County) 
No. 3 (County). 

alarm, 50 Cam- 
bridge 


15, 19; 
3righton 2 and . 
PM—AIl companies in service from 
Box 314, Spring and Plymouth 
(Apartment fire). 
PM—tTelephone alarm, Hotel —_- 
ner.—Engs. 17, . 23, 8; Lad 
1; BC3; Dep. Chf. 
PM—2-2-2 (Second alarm), 
Hotel.—Engs., 15, 3, 2; 
BC4 and ambulance. 
PM—Engs. 5 and 7 to Milner Hotel 
PM -3-3 (Third alarm), Milner 
Hotel—Engs. 6, 13, St. Paul 
Blvd. Fire Dept. (County); 
Lad. § and ambulance. 
-Another ambulance to Milner 
Hotel. 
Lad. 6 back in quarters from 
Kodak. Lad. 7 sent to Milner 
Hotel. 
Relocating: Fairport (County) 
to Lad. 10 (back at 2:30 AM 
Nov. 12); Gates-Chili (County) 
to Eng. 21 (back at_ 4:30 
AM, Nov, 12); Greece-Ridge 
(County) to Eng. 5 (back at 
52 AM, Nov. 12); E. Roches- 
ter (County) to Eng. 19 (back 
at 12:40 AM, Nov. 12); Eng 
19-Eng. 17 (back at 12:40 AM, 
Nov. 12); Eng. 21-Eng. 4 
(back at 4:02, Nov. 12); Lad. 
6-Lad. 2 (back at 3:50 AM, 
Nov. 12); Lad. 8-Lad. 3 (back 
at 12:40 AM, Nov. 12). 


November 12 


AM—tTelephone alarm 1244 Genesee 

St. — Engs. 7, Chili No. 1 
(Cc ‘ounty), Fairport (C ounty) 
™4 


Milner 
Lad, 3; 


PM- 
PM 


5 PM 


RC 
Telephone alarm, Frankfort 
and Jay—Engs. 3, Greece- 
Ridge (County); Lad. 8, BC2. 
tox 821 Engs. 15, 19: 
Brighton Lad. (County); BC3. 
Box 832—Engs. 10, 20: Ber- 
nard Fire) Dept. (County); 
Lad. 8, BC 
~All companies back 
ters. 


AM 


5 AM 
PM 


in quar- 


Summary and Conclusions 


The fire demonstrated beyond ques- 
tion the value of planned organized 
mutual aid, where dispatching is done 
through a central authority, in this case 
the Rochester Fire Alarm Bureau. It 
attested the fact that a large city paid 
department can team efficiently with 
neighboring volunteers. It pointed to 
the wisdom of having complete in- 
ventory not only of major fire apparatus, 
but minor equipment, in a central loca- 
tion with knowledge of how best to pro- 
cure any desired equipment. 

This, as was the case at the Brighton 
and other Monroe County emergencies, 
proved the indispensable qualities of fire 
service radio. Practically all dispatching 
was by fire services own radio, free from 
interference by police or other radio. 

These fires demonstrated the primary 
need for ample self-contained breathing 
masks, and all forms of efficient respira- 
tory protective equipment to provide 
protection to fire fighters. It demon- 
strated also the need of ample supplies 
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Packo] EMERGENCY 
CUTTING EQUIPMENT 





LIGHT WEIGHT ... EASY TO WEAR 
ABSOLUTELY SAFE AND RELIABLE 
PACKO Emergency Cutting Equi 
ment will be found me A ey 
will enable you to cut away sted 
barriers in a few minutes . . . enable 
you to get to the source of a fire 
quickly enable you to make a 
rescue ... that by any other method 

would require hours. 

The unit is self-contained . . . com- 
plete with pressure proved cylinders, 
regulators, hose and. non-backfire 
cutting torch. Order a set today, 
Carried by leading fire departments 
in the country. 


The WELDERS SERVICE CO.., Inc. 
1519 PENN AVE., PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 


McINTIRE GATE VALVES 











Fig. 164AN 
4'/," swivel female x two 2h “ male Gated 
Siamese. Quick opening, (; turn valves. 





Fig. 163 
Made either Right Hand or Left Hand 
2!" male x female, gate valve. 


F. N. MCINTIRE BRASS WORKS 


BOSTON, MASS. 


1837 - - - - - = = = = = = = 1981 
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'MEMCO AERIAL LADDER 
AS A WATER TOWER 





STITT 





~ 
a 


Recent tests have shown that this 
economical all metal ladder serves 
well for mounting a ladder pipe 
as well as other fire service uses. 


For Price and Delivery Information 
write MEMCO Division of 


DE-LUX NEON MFG. CO. 


1007 N.W. 36th Street 
OKLAHOMA CITY 3, OKLA. 


PrrPPIII Iii) 


TIrerrriTtt tite 








EASILY CARRIED 
Lightweight and compact, 
Onan Electric Plants can be 
hurried to the spot where 
needed. Supply current for 
floodlights, electric saws, 
drills and other tools. Always 
ready for instant use. 


FIT INTO SMALL SPACE 
Compact, self-contained 
Onan Electric plants can be 
ordered as standard equip- 
ment with many makes of 
new fire trucks. Just a few 
square inches of mounting 
space required for installa- 
tion on old trucks. 












Special folder describes 
lightweight models for fire 
partment use. D.C.: 750 
watts. A.C.: 400 t 
Large, water-cooled 
emergency operation 
systems to 35,000 watts. 


4 D.W. ONAN & SONS INC. 


5689 University Ave., Minneapolis 14, Minn. 











of portable and fixed lighting equipment 
for fire ground illumination. 

Here again the wisdom of retaining 
fire apparatus that has been replaced by 
newer units, in good working condition, 
fully equipped, ready for immediate ser- 
vice, paid off. Off-shift men, manning 
these reserves, together with County 
forces, covered the city at all times. 
Reserves should include not merely 
pumpers but ladder trucks and emer- 
gency apparatus as well. 

Even where a city has reserve appara- 
tus, it may be short in manpower, when 
it is necessary to combat stubborn fires 
around-the-clock. Sound mutual aid 
should be able to provide the necessary 
reserve manpower, in emergencies, so 
that regular crews do not have to take 
prolonged punishment. 

Every city should study and train for 
large-scale operations and to meet unex- 
pected emergencies. Coordination of fire 
with police, civil defense and other ser- 


vices is essential in such _ situations. 
Lack of it spells confusion, costly delay, 
loss of command and _ inefficiency. 


Where fire is involved there must be a 
head to operations, and that head, the 


| chief of the fire department. 





October Fire Losses 


Estimated fire losses in the United 
States during October were $54,660,000, 
it was announced by Lewis A. Vincent, 
general manager of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters. 

This is an increase of 9.4 per cent 
over losses of $49,953,000 reported for 
October, 1950 and an increase of 2.4 
per cent over losses of $53,398,000 re- 
ported for September, 1951. 

Losses for the first 10 months of 1951 
now total $603,135,000 an increase of 
6.5 per cent over the first ten months of 
1950, which totaled $565,850,000. 

These estimated losses under fire in- 
surance policies include an allowance for 
uninsured and unreported losses. 





HANDBOOK OF DANGEROUS MA- 
TERIALS, by N. Irving Sax, 848 pages, 
cloth binding. Published by Reinhold 
Publishing Corpn., 330 W. 42nd St., 
New York, N. Y. Price $15.00. 


This complete reference book cover- 
ing over 5,000 hazardous industrial ma- 
terials, including trade-name products, 
offers information of great value to those 
concerned with safely handling, storing 
or shipping chemicals and other dan- 
gerous items. These materials are 
alphabetically arranged, cross-referenced 


and indexed. For the first time, this 
book makes readily available simple, 
concise and authoritative statements 


concerning the hazardous properties of 
so many materials. 

Information about each material in- 
cludes: maximum allowable concentra- 
tion, toxicity, flammability, storage and 
handling, physical properties, formulas 
and shipping regulations. Wherever pos- 
sible, detailed information is given on 
symptoms, treatment and antidotes, first 
aid suggestions, personnel safety pre- 
cautions, fire extinguishing agents and 
other pertinent data. In addition the 
complete text of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission Shipping Regula- 
tions is included for detailed instructions 
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FIRE and POLICE 
UNIFORMS 


SHIRTS 











i— BADGES 
CAPS 

INSIGNIA 

ALL UNION MADE 


Read what this 
pleased customer 
says: 


“We have received 
all our uniforms and 
badges and believe 
me we are all pleased 
— fine fit and fine 
uniforms.” (John A. 
Johnson, Treasurer, 
Golden Valley Fire 
Minneapolis, 


WRITE FOR 


FIRE CATALOG G-62 
or 


POLICE CATALOG 
G-63 











RUSSELL UNIFORM CO. 


192 Lexington, New York 16, N. Y. 
Corner 32nd Street - Phone MU 6-0828 











Chief --- 
CAN YOU PUT OUT A 


CHIMNEY FIRE for 657? 
~YOU CAN WITH IMP 


CHIMNEY FIRE EXTINGUISHER 


Save rushing to 
chimney fires—avoid 
slippery roofs by 
using IMP Chimney 
Fire Extinguisher. 
Just throw a_ 65c 
package ‘“‘as is’ on 
the hottest part of 
the fire in the stove, 
furnace or fireplace. Pe : 
The chimney fire will be out in jigtime without 
water or chemical damage. Recommended by many 
chiefs who carry IMP in their cars. ALSO 
LIQUID IMP for oil fired units, is as much 
a fire preventative as pkg. IMP. Saves oil, 
money, increases heat, prevents sludge, reduces 
carbon deposits and is safe. You know what a fire 
hazard sludge is. Use LIQUID IMP in your 
own burners. 3% oz. enough for 90 gals. kero- 
sene or 55 gals. No. 2 fuel oil; 16 oz. enough 
for 5 times above quantity; 1 gal. enough for 
1600 gals. #2 fuel. 


USE THIS COUPON FOR YOUR ORDER 
F. C. FOARD & CO., Box 481, Bridgeport 1, Conn. 


Please send......doz. package of IMP @ $7.80 per doz. 
and/or...... doz. 3% oz. Liquid IMP @ $9.00 per doz. 








owewatd doz. pint Liquid IMP @ $27.00 per doz. 
saeeuni quarts Liquid IMP @ $4.40 per at. 
esean gallons Liquid IMP @ $14.00 per gal. 
I will honor your bill f.0.b. Bridgeport. 
TEI 66 o.0:6:6.6:0.0:0'0:0:6:4.0.0- 000050000 ccedeesccscesaccaadacs 
;\ > PP Prrrerratrrririy TT ritiriii tty 
 . ¢ PEPE OP eT TET Trt ree STATE. . ovccccosecee 





FIRE EQUIPMENT DISTRIBUTORS ATTENTION! 
Add package and Liquid IMP to your i'ne. 
Write TODAY for special distributor Plan. 











Please mention FirE ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 





1026 


on labelling, packaging, storage, ship- 
ping and all relevant subjects. 

Not only is this a most useful and 
complete book on the hazards of gen- 
eral chemicals and industrial materials, 
but it also covers the important fielus 
of explosives, fungus infections and radi- 
ation safety For chemical toxicology 
and fungus hazards, the most up-to-date 
references available are given in every 
case. In the section on radiation and 
radiation hazards are presented the most 


recent data available and many funda- 
mental concepts, so that this section will 
be as useful as possible for some time 


to come 


Has 


Keystone State Association 
Golden Anniversary 


Over 250 Pennsylvania state fire 


chiefs and their ladies and guests cele 
brated the Golden Anniversary of the 
Keystone State Fire Chiefs Association 


in Royersford, Pa., on 
The host was the Friendship Fire Com- 
pany of that community 

The all-day 
business meeting in the 
lowed by luncheon as the guests of the 
Friendship Fire Company, after which 
there another brief business session 


November 17th. 


began with a 
forenoon, fol- 


sessions 


was 





and the memorial services, conducted by 
Rev. Robert Negle. 

The celebration was climaxed by a 
banquet for over 400 in the quarters of 
Friendship Fire Company. Guest speak- 


ers were Art Espy, the Cardox Corpora- 
> who acted as Guscnanaaten, and 
Chief Roi B. Woolley, Assistant Editor 


of Fire ENGINEERING. 


A number of members also spoke 
briefly, including Andrew R. Klein, 
Bryn Athyn, President, Eastern Inter- 


County Federation of 
Volunteers, and Mr. 
Safety expert. 

The Association 
members for their 
years or more. The 


Pennsylvania Fire 
Jacobson Dupont, 


honored 43 of its 
membership of 25 
oldest living mem- 


ber is Ex-Chief Charles E. Clark of 
Wayne, Pa., who has 39 years to his 
credit. 

The Association was formed in Phila- 


delphia on Nov. 2, by seven chiefs and 
former fire chiefs. Ex-Chief George S. 
Ricker of Philadelphia became the first 
president. In its first year the group 
listed 80 members, with 57 from Penn- 
sylvania. Today the Association has 
more than 600 members from all over 
the State with the heaviest attendance 
from the Eastern section. The 43 mem- 
bers of 25 years of longer were all 
elected for Life Membership at the busi- 


FIRE ENGINEERING 





ness meetings. 
Officers of the 
Robb, president, Ridley Farms, Morton; 


Association are: E, A, 


Stanley T. Moyer, Ist vice president, 
Hyde Park, Reading; 2nd vice pre sident, 
Leonard Roberts, Trevose; Lewis M 
Atkinson, recording secretary, Malvern; 
Joseph W. Johnston, financial secretary, 
Linwood; George W. Lee, treasurer, 
Royersford; and John Nolan, chaplain, 


Malvern. Directors are Howard Frey, 
Harrisburg; M. Binder, Downingtown 
John Manzinger, Edge Hill; Harry 


Astheinger, Royersford, and Earl Long- 
streth, Glen Mills. 


Three Months Ontario Toll, 
Dead, 108 Injured 


Fire during the months of July, Au- 
gust and September, 1951, brought death 
to 17 persons, 11 of them children, and 
injuries to 108 others, according to the 
Quarterly Bulletin of the Ontario Fire 
Marshal’s Office, dated Oct. 1, 1951. 

The number of fires, and the property 
losses sharply were up. Smoking ap- 
parently continued to be the greatest 
cause of fires. The report describes the 
program designed to standardize the 
hose couplings throughout Ontario. 








Rate $8 per inch less 10% for three 
or more consecutive msertions. 








Closing date for copy 25th of month 
preceding date of issue. 













WANTED 


TOP-NOTCH DISTRIBUTORS AND 
DEALERS FOR NEW PRODUCT 
We are revolutionary new 


product in the fire field (see our ad on page 
1005) and see outstanding distributors 


introducing a 


dealers 
and manufacturer There is no 
compet itio with unlimited possibilities 


representatives 


If you are a leader in your territory, you'll 
find this an excellent opportunity Write 
J. H. Wheeler, President 


ESSENTIAL CHEMICALS CO. 
3200 North 32nd Street 
Milwaukee 8, Wisc. 


vena 


FOR SALE 
FIRE EQUIPMENT 
PUMPING ENGINES 


4 Seagrave 1921 
6 Ahrens Fox 1922 


750 GALS. 


SERVICE LADDER TRUCKS 
2 Ahrens Fox 1927 
) Seagrave i! 19 
2 Seagrave 1920 


AERIAL LADDER TRUCKS 
1 Seagrave 85-ft. 1921 
1 Seagrave 75-ft. 1922 
HIGH PRESSURE HOSE CAR, 
LESS TURRET GUN AND BELL 
Ahrens Fox 1913 
TRACTOR 
1 Seagrave 1922 


$500 each 
All in 


except Tractor at $2u0. 
operating condition 
Inquire 
CITY OF DETROIT, 
PURCHASING DEPT 
WATER BOARD BUILDING, 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN. 


It will help if you mention Fire ENGINEERING 
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FOR SALE 


AMBULANCES 


1951 Superior—Cadillac 
1950 Superior—Cadillac 
1948 Superior—Chrysler 
1948 Fixible—Buick 

1947 Miller—Cadillac 

1947 Meteor—Cadillac 3 
1946 Fixible—Buick = 
1941 Meteor—Cadillac 


All above units fully equipped and in excellent 
condition and guaranteed 


SUPERIOR CADILLAC DISTRIBUTOR 
: WOLFINGTON BODY CO., INC. 
: 33rd & Arch Sts. 
Philadelphia 4, Pa 
BAring 2-5252 





Parts and Service 
5801 Lansdowne Ave. 
Phone: TRinity 7-2336 


FOR SALE 
TWO 3 H.P.—3 PHASE 220—V VERTICAL 
SIRENS — NEW — HALF PRICE. 
P. 0. BOX 337 
WEST BOYLSTON, MASS. 


Heeeeencarennaerrarereenene 


ARMY SURPLUS FIREHOSE 
FOR SALE 


1%” and 3%” single jacket, lengths 50’, com- 
plete with USA Standard fittings both ends. = 
Made by well known manufacturers. 
absolutely perfect condiiton. Large quantities 
available. Inquiries invited 

L. RICHOUX 

3, rue Turgot 

Paris 9, France 
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DISTRIBUTOR 


Wants Fire Protection equipment lines for 
Middlewestern States, Hose, Apparatus, etc. 
15 years experience. What do you have? 
Write to Box 270, c/o FIRE ENGINEER- 
ING, 24 West 40th St., New York 18, N.Y. 


eoevennennne 


AGENTS WANTED 
IN PENNSYLVANIA 


Ex-Chiefs, Chiefs or Members wanted in Chester, 
Montgomery, Delaware, Bucks, Berks, Schuylkill, 
North Hampton, Carbon, Monroe and Lehigh 
counties. To represent complete line of Equip- 
ment, including Fire Apparatus (One of Lead- 
ing Make), Fire Hose and other items. Can be 
handled nights and in spare time. Sales manager 
will call for interview. Address reply Box 275, 
c/o FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th Street, = 
New York 18, N. Y. . 


FOR SALE 


SURPLUS 

DJ CRL fire hose, unused, but soiled— 
.75 per ft., epld. 

,”’ DJ CRL fire hose, unused, but soiled— 
$.95 per ft., epld. 

+’ SJ CRL fire hose, unused, but soiled— 
35 per ft., epld 

2%" SJ CRL fire hose, unused, but soiled— 
$.65 per ft., cpld. 


UNUSED & CLEAN FACTORY PACKED 


1%”" DJ CRL fire hose—$.89 per ft. 
4 Couplings—$6. 75 per set, attached 

. CRL fire hose—$.42 per ft. 
Couplings—$4.50 per set, attached 

2” DJ fire hose—$1.06 per ft. 
re OS CHL (fire 25 per set, attached 


L 
Couplings—$9.73 per set, attached 
2%"’ SJ CRL fire hose—$.71 per ft. 
Couplings—$7.50 per set, attached 
E ALL HOSE IN 50’ LGTHS. 
Delivery—from stock 
TOWSON HOSE & RUBBER CO 
z 104 West Joppa Road 
Baltimore 4, Maryland 
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Quality | 
Service 
Satis faction 


EVERSON-ROS 


BODY-GUARD 
BUNKER SUITS 


FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION | 











WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS 


SIREN BOOTS 


We have been supplying FIREMEN'S | 
CLOTHING for over 25 years. 


FOR | 


Any fireman can have a catalog by writing — 


BODY-GUARD 
MANUFACTURING CO. 


ST. JOSEPH - : MISSOURI 


Please 


Spill Fire 
(Continued from page 981) 

of oil in the area under the Capitol Drive 
Bridge. All of this oil was reported 
emulsified in approximately six hours, 
and laboratory experts, city officials, and 
fire department representatives agreed 
that the oil had been so perfectly emul- 
sified that all fire hazard had been 
removed. 


As a result of this success, the Mil- | 


waukee Fire Department ordered addi- 


tional supplies of the product to be 


| delivered to the Estabrook Dam where 


the oil in that area was similarly treated | 


before it entered the lower Milwaukee 
River. At Riverside Park (lower Mil- 
waukee River) a slick approximately 200 


feet by 100 feet, two inches thick, also | 


was emulsified. A quantity of the prod- 


uct was also sent to the City’s fire boats | 


| to be used wherever oil slicks or resi- 
dual oil were encountered. 
When the emergency was over and 


fire fighters breathed more freely, Chief 
Wischer made inquiries of the Company 
to determine the properties of the prod- 
uct used so successfully to emulsify the 
oil. It was indicated they had used a 
specially balanced petroleum dispersant 
that tended to surround each oil mole- 
cule with water when agitated, thereby 
making the oil mix with the water, 
rendering it fireproof. 

Emboldened by the unexpected suc- 
cessful application of its detergent, the 
Essential Chemicals Company reportedly 
has proceeded to bolster its product for 
even more favorable use under similar 
circumstances. The result is said to be 


a new agent for the fire service, which 


has been named “Prev.” 
Further evidence of the value of the 
latest extinguishing agent to the fire 


service was attained when the Milwau- | 


kee Fire Department was called upon 
shortly after to flush away spillage of 
some 1500 gallons of gasoline resulting 
from an accident. The new product was 
used to make it soluble in water and 
thereby carried from the street and into 
the sewer system more efficiently, re- 


' ducing the extreme fire hazard otherwise 


present. 


Phone Tie-Up — Barn Destroyed 


A $30,000 fire on Sept. 28, 1951, de- 


stroyed a large barn on the farm of 
Alfred Unger, Gates, N. Y. Mrs. Unger 
told sheriff's deputies that she tried 


“three or four times” to call firemen on 
an &-party telephone line, but that who- 
ever was on the line would not get off. 


As a result, she said, the Unger’s son, | 


Kenneth, 27, who discovered the blaze 
about 9:00 A.M., was forced to drive 
two miles to Coldwater Firehouse No. 3. 

Lost in the barn were a registered 
bull worth $250; 110 tons of hay; 950 
bushels of oats and barley; 20 tons of 
straw and milking equipment. Two silos 
full of corn also were destroyed. The 
$30,000 loss was estimated by Mr. Unger 
and Jerome Ver Weire, Chief of the 
Gates-Chili Fire Department, which 
fought the blaze together with aid from 
North Greece, Spencerport and Chili. 

Water was relayed to the fire by the 
volunteers from a quarry some distance 
away but the fire had gained such head- 
way by the time the first company 
arrived that the barn was beyond saving. 
A strong wind blowing toward the fields 
prevented sparks from igniting the farm- 
house but grass a quarter of a mile 
away caught fire. 
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Automatically 
RECORD ALARMS 


with 
the 


HARRINGTON PR-10 
FIRE ALARM 


This punched tape register automatically 
makes records of fire alarms or other 
emergency signals as transmitted over cir- 
cuits in central fire alarm stations, outlying 
fire stations, police department offices, 
water works, etc. Also fire alarm boxes, 
gongs, alarm panels, etc. 


HARRINGTON 
SIGNAL COMPANY 


MOLINE . . . ILLINOIS 








CARPENTER 
LIGHTS 


HIGH POWER 
PORTALITE 


The finest dry battery portable light 
made. Mile range. Powerful search- 
light beam for 8 to 10 continuous 















hours. Instantly ready for any fire. 
Diameter 6”. Size 14” highx 10” x 6”. 
Only 9 Ibs. 


WRITE 
FOR 
FOLDER 





““* Master-Light-Makers for 35 Years” 


CARPENTER MFG. CO. 


200 Master-Light Bldg. 
BOSTON-45-SOMERVILLE 
MASSACHUSETTS 





HOSE COUPLING 


Plate X-329 


MADE OF BRASS ALLOY 
NON-CORROSIVE 


Here is the real practical answer to the Fire Chief's challenge for 
lighter weight with greater strength. The metal used in Elkhart’s 
X-TRUDE coupling is a special non-corrosive Brass alloy. Pro- 
cessed by extrusion, instead of casting, gives more strength and 
insures greater accuracy in machining. E/khart’s X-TRUDE 
coupling—as light as aluminum—but made of brass... half the 
weight and twice the strength of brass couplings in service today. 

Available in 24%” (three lug type) and 114” (two lug type) 
Double Jacket Fire Hose Sizes. 


; Write for Descriptive Literature. 


Wy ELKHART BRASS MFG. CO., INC. 


ELKHART, INDIANA 
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WHEN LADDERS ARE NEEDED — DEPEND ON PIRSCK 


With a background of more than a half century of fire ladder building 
experience Pirsch produces America’s finest and most efficient aerial 


ladder trucks and ladders. 
Depend on Pirsch for the best in fire apparatus. 


Pirsch Senior 85 aerial shown above has been delivered to 
City of Evanston, Ill. 


PETER PIRSCH & SONS C0. xenosna, wis. 
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Long Bell Lumber Co., 


of Cal. Chooses 


Yes — Long Bell Lumber Company, a privote concern, 
chooses FWD because of the added safety and pro 
tection it offers. The Long Bell Lumber Company's new 
Model F1000-T is equipped with 500 gal. booster tank 
with two booster hose reels with 200’ x ¥," high 
pressure hose and fog gun each. It has two 10’ x 5” 
sections of hard suction hose. Pump is a 2-stage FWD 
centrifugal series-porallel 1000 gpm. It is also 
equipped with on auxiliary high pressure pump with 
power toke-off 


Choose the Added Protection of Extra-Traction to Protect Your Community 








Traflic experts know that FWD four-wheel-drive traction means less time on the run and far less dan- 
ger for crews, equipment and other vehicles. Equally important—F-WD engineering also delivers extra 


action and dependability at the blaze. Write for full facts on this exclusive combination of advantages. 








This is Why You Need {2a EXTRA-TRACTION 


AVOID HAZARDS ON 





THE STRAIGHT-AWAY 


Start faster. Positive con- 
trol permits greater speed. 
Avoid collisions because 
1-wheel-drive assures su- 


perior steering. 


REACH OUT-OF-THE- 
WAY HYDRANTS 


Get through to water sup- 


ply in hard-to-reash sec- 
tions. Drive over terrain 


that stops the convention- 


al fire truck. 


FULL CONTROL ON 
SNOW OR ICE 
With front wheels pulling 
and back wheels pushing 
—drive swiftly, safely over 
icy or snow-blocked 
streets and roads. 


STEEP GRADES, MUD, 
SAND NO OBSTACLE 
Drive hub deep through 
sand or mud. Pull up steep, 
slippery grades without 
losing speed. Save pre- 

cious minutes. 


Built by the Makers of America’s Foremost Heavy-Duty Trucks willl 


THE FOUR WHEEL DRIVE AUTO CO., CLINTONVILLE, WIS., Canadian Factory: KITCHENER, ONT. 


BB. PER. OSM. 














